
 

 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  

OF THE 

ARVIN CITY COUNCIL / SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE  

ARVIN COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY / ARVIN HOUSING 

AUTHORITY / ARVIN PUBLIC FINANCING AUTHORITY 

 

 

TUESDAY  FEBRUARY 26, 2019  5:30p.m. 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

200 CAMPUS DRIVE, ARVIN 
 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER Mayor Jose Gurrola 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

 

INVOCATION   

 

 

******************************************* 

ROLL CALL Jose Gurrola Mayor 

 Jazmin Robles  Mayor Pro Tem 

 Gabriela Martinez  Councilmember 

 Olivia Trujillo  Councilmember 

 Mark S. Franetovich  Councilmember 

 

 

****************************************** 

STAFF  Richard G. Breckinridge City Manager/Interim Chief of Police  

 Shannon L. Chaffin City Attorney – Aleshire & Wynder 

 Jeff Jones Finance Director 

 Adam Ojeda City Engineer – DeWalt Corporation  

 Cecilia Vela City Clerk 



 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
The meetings of the City Council and all municipal entities, commissions, and boards (“the City”) are open to 

the public.  At regularly scheduled meetings, members of the public may address the City on any item listed on 

the agenda, or on any non-listed matter over which the City has jurisdiction.  At special or emergency meetings, 

members of the public may only address the City on items listed on the agenda.  The City may request speakers 

to designate a spokesperson to provide public input on behalf of a group, based on the number of people 

requesting to speak and the business of the City. 

 

In accordance with the Brown Act, all matters to be acted on by the City must be posted at least 72 hours prior 

to the City meeting.  In cases of an emergency, or when a subject matter needs immediate action or comes to 

the attention of the City subsequent to the agenda being posted, upon making certain findings, the City may 

act on an item that was not on the posted agenda. 

 

AGENDA STAFF REPORTS AND HANDOUTS: 
Staff reports and other disclosable public records related to open session agenda items are available at City 

Hall, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA  93203 during regular business hours. 

 

CONDUCT IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS: 
Rules of Decorum for the Public 

Members of the audience shall not engage in disorderly or boisterous conduct, including the utterance of loud, 

threatening or abusive language, clapping, whistling, stamping of feet or other acts which disturb, disrupt, 

impede or otherwise render the orderly conduct of the City meeting infeasible.  A member of the audience 

engaging in any such conduct shall, at the discretion of the presiding officer or a majority of the City, be 

subject to ejection from the meeting per Gov. Code Sect. 54954.3(c). 

 

Removal from the Council Chambers 

Any person who commits the following acts in respect to a meeting of the City shall be removed from the 

Council Chambers per Gov. Code Sect. 54954.3(c). 

 

(a) Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent behavior toward the City or any member thereof, 

tending to interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting; 

 

(b) A breach of the peace, boisterous conduct or violent disturbance, tending to interrupt 

the due and orderly course of said meeting; 

 

(c) Disobedience of any lawful order of the Mayor, which shall include an order to be 

seated or to refrain from addressing the City; and 

 

(d) Any other unlawful interference with the due and orderly course of said meeting. 

 
 

 

                

AMERICANS with DISABILITIES ACT: 
In compliance with the ADA, if you need special assistance to participate in a City meeting or other services offered by the City, please contact the 

City Clerk’s office, (661) 854-3134.  Notification of at least 48 hours prior to the meeting or time when services are needed will assist the City 

staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting or service.  
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1. Approval of Agenda as To Form.  
 

Motion                   Second                  Vote    

Roll Call: CM Martinez          CM Trujillo ___  CM Franetovich          MPT Robles          Mayor Gurrola ___ 
 
 

2. CLOSED SESSION ITEM(S) 
A. Conference with Labor Negotiators (Pursuant to Government Code §54957.6) 

City Negotiator: Pawan Gill, Director of Administrative Services 
Organizations: Arvin Police Officers Association (APOA) and Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 521 
 

B. Public Employment (Pursuant to Government Code §54957) 
Title: Chief of Police 
(Note: It is not anticipated there will be any announcements from closed 
session on this item.) 

  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
(This is the opportunity for the public to address the City Council on any matter 
on the agenda or any item of interest to the public that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the City Council.) 

 
 

4. CONSENT AGENDA ITEM(S) 
A. Approval of Demand Register(s) of January 29, 2019 – February 22, 2019. 

 
B. Approval of Payroll Register(s) of February 08, 2019 and February 22, 2019. 

 
C. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting(s) of February 12, 2019. 

 
D. Approval of Special Event Application for the Arvin Chamber of Commerce 

Wildflower Festival to be Held at Smothermon Park on April 22, 2019 through 
April 29, 2019 With the Requirement to Abide by Stipulations Set Forth by the 
Police Department and the City of Arvin Including Private Security Guard 
Requirements, ABC Daily License Requirements, and Police Department 
Personnel Requirements. 
 

E. Approval of A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Arvin Approving the 
Third Amendment to Professional Services Agreement By and Between The 
City of Arvin and Dewalt Corporation for City Engineer Services.  

 
F. Approving Appointment of New City Engineer, Adam Ojeda Effective March 

04, 2019. 
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Staff recommends approval of the Consent Agenda. 
 
Motion                   Second                  Vote    

Roll Call: CM Martinez          CM Trujillo ___  CM Franetovich          MPT Robles          Mayor Gurrola ___ 

 
 

5. PUBLIC HEARING(S) 
A. A Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of An Ordinance of the City Council of 

the City Of Arvin, Adopting Text Amendment No. 2019-01 to Add Section 
17.02.505, Amend Section 17.02.185, Section 17.02.260, and Section 
17.02.655 of Chapter 17.02 of Title 17; Amend Section 17.05.020, Section 
17.05.030, and Sections 17.02.050 Through 17.05.080 of Chapter 17.05 of 
Title 17; Amend Section 17.10.080 of Chapter 17.10 of Title 17; Amend 
Section 17.12.020, Section 17.12.025, and Section 17.12.070 of Chapter 
17.12 of Title 17; Amend Section 17.14.020 and Section 17.14.070 of Chapter 
17.14 of Title 17; Amend Section 17.50.150 of Chapter 17.50 of Title 17; and 
Amend Section 17.60.010, Section 17.60.040, Section 17.60.050, and 
Section 17.60.060 of Chapter 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code. 
(City Planner) 
 
Staff recommends the City Council consider adopting the Ordinance to be 
read by title only, open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the 
hearing, waive second reading of the Ordinance, and approve the adoption of 
the Ordinance. 
 

Motion                   Second                  Vote    

Roll Call: CM Martinez          CM Trujillo ___  CM Franetovich          MPT Robles          Mayor Gurrola ___ 
 

 
B. A Public Hearing to Consider Approval of A Resolution of the City Council of 

the City of Arvin Initiating Amendment(s) to the City’s Sphere of Influence 
(SOI) and Adopting a Negative Declaration.  (City Planner) 

 
Staff recommends to open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the 
hearing and approve the Resolution. 
 

Motion                   Second                  Vote    

Roll Call: CM Martinez          CM Trujillo ___  CM Franetovich          MPT Robles          Mayor Gurrola ___ 
 
 

C. A Public Hearing to Consider Approval of A Resolution of the City Council of 
the City of Arvin Declaring There Are No Unmet Transit Needs That Can Be 
Reasonably Met Within The City of Arvin. (Finance Director) 
 
Staff recommends to open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the 
hearing and approve the Resolution. 
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Motion                   Second                  Vote    

Roll Call: CM Martinez          CM Trujillo ___  CM Franetovich          MPT Robles          Mayor Gurrola ___ 
 
 

6. STAFF REPORTS 
 
 

7. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 
the foregoing agenda was posted on the Arvin City Council Chambers Bulletin Board 
not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting.  Dated February 22, 2019. 
 

 
Cecilia Vela, City Clerk 
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Page:City of Arvin

Posting Date PONumber

48672 C & T AUTOMOTIVE, INC
900025824

01/29/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET #317
 89.70

02/12/2019

 89.70Vendor Total:

48673 CARTWRIGHT WHEEL & BRAKE SVC
41027

02/12/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#2011 FORD
 911.69

02/12/2019

 911.69Vendor Total:

48674 CENTRAL CALIF. ASSOC. PUBLIC
COA UNION DUES 2.8.19

02/12/2019 COA UNION DUES 2.8.19
 749.49

02/12/2019

 749.49Vendor Total:

48675 COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE & MORE
234834

01/31/2019 WATER BOOTS - M&I DEPT.
 21.64

02/12/2019

 21.64Vendor Total:

48676 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
352639

02/05/2019 FINGERPRINTING SVC. JAN. 2019
 702.00

02/12/2019

 702.00Vendor Total:

48677 FEDEX
6-450-28482

02/04/2019 FEDEX SVC. COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 50.50

02/12/2019

 50.50Vendor Total:

48678 HEREDIA CABLING SOLUTIONS, INC
2126

02/12/2019 CARD READER SUPPLIES-STATE COP
 4,024.97

02/12/2019

48679 HEREDIA CABLING SOLUTIONS, INC
2160

02/04/2019 CABLING-CITY MANAGER
 397.46

02/12/2019

 4,422.43Vendor Total:

48680 FERNANDO LOPEZ
INTERPRETER SVC. FEB-APR. 2019

02/12/2019 INTERPRETER SVC. FEB-APR. 2019
 800.00

02/12/2019

 800.00Vendor Total:

48681 PRINTING SYSTEMS
206291

01/31/2019 AP CHECKS-FINANCE DEPT.
 256.14

02/12/2019

 256.14Vendor Total:

48682 SPARKLE TEXTILE RENTAL SERVICE
S0730422-0

02/12/2019 UNIFORM SVC. 1.31.19
 327.86

02/12/2019

 327.86Vendor Total:

48683 VANTAGE POINT TRANSFER AGENTS
457KLOAN/CONTRIBUTION 2.8.19

02/12/2019 457KLOAN/CONTRIBUTION 2.8.19
 257.95

02/12/2019

 257.95Vendor Total:

48684 VERIZON WIRELESS 609123961-1
9822996959

01/25/2019 CELLPHONE SVC. 12.26-1.25.19
 471.47

02/12/2019

 471.47Vendor Total:

48685 VERIZON WIRELESS 609123961-3
9822996960

02/12/2019 AIRCARDS 12.26-1.25.19 PD
 646.17

02/12/2019

 646.17Vendor Total:

48686 VERIZON WIRELESS 609123961-4
9822996961

01/25/2019 CELLPHONE SVC. - TRANSIT
 314.08

02/12/2019

 314.08Vendor Total:

48687 VERIZON WIRELESS A#642023305-1
9823163362

01/28/2019 CELLPHONE SVC. - TRANSIT
 120.18

02/12/2019
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 120.18Vendor Total:

48688 WELLS FARGO BANK BOND PMTS
ARVINRDA2005 3.1.19

01/16/2019 ARVIN RDA 2005 3.1.19
 115,048.40

02/12/2019

48689 WELLS FARGO BANK BOND PMTS
ARVIN RDA 2008 3.1.19

01/16/2019 ARVIN RDA 2008 3.1.19
 99,606.42

02/12/2019

 214,654.82Vendor Total:

Grand Total:

Less Credit Memos:

Net Total:

Less Hand Check Total:

Outstanding Invoice Total:  224,796.12

 224,796.12

 224,796.12

 0.00

 0.00

Total Invoices:  18
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1

Date:

Time:

Page:City of Arvin

Posting Date PONumber

48692 A1 BATTERY
67843

01/28/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#284-287
 27.67

02/20/2019

 27.67Vendor Total:

48691 ACC BUSINESS
190135452

02/20/2019 INTERNET ACCESS A#1205939
 1,922.16

02/20/2019

 1,922.16Vendor Total:

48694 AIRGAS WEST
9959689043

01/31/2019 RENT CYL IND. LARGE ACETYLENE/
 72.23

02/20/2019

 72.23Vendor Total:

48779 ARVIN POLICE OFFICERS
COA UNION DUES 2.8.19-2.22.19

02/22/2019 COA UNION DUES 2.8.19-2.22.19
 520.00

02/22/2019

 520.00Vendor Total:

48695 AT&T MOBILITY
287251442687X01282019

02/20/2019 CELLPHONE SVC M&I DEPT.
 138.18

02/20/2019

 138.18Vendor Total:

48781 BLUE SHIELD OF CALIFORNIA
802470190420207072

02/22/2019 HEALTH INSURANCE MARCH 2019
 15,820.79

02/22/2019

 15,820.79Vendor Total:

48696 BROADLUX, INC
BR9I1732-54

02/01/2019 O&M SERVICES FEB. 2019
 252.50

02/20/2019

 252.50Vendor Total:

48721 C & T AUTOMOTIVE, INC
900025842

01/31/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#252
 51.75

02/22/2019

48722 C & T AUTOMOTIVE, INC
900025857

02/01/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#252
 137.67

02/22/2019

 189.42Vendor Total:

48780 CENTRAL CALIF. ASSOC. PUBLIC
UNION DUES 2.22.19

02/22/2019 COA UNION DUES 2.22.19
 749.49

02/22/2019

 749.49Vendor Total:

48697 CLEAN CUT LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
1785

01/31/2019 LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE LLMD#1
 2,620.00

02/20/2019

48698 CLEAN CUT LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
1786

01/31/2019 LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE LLMD#2
 610.00

02/20/2019

 3,230.00Vendor Total:

48699 COMMUNICATION ENTERPRISES
1097613

02/20/2019 LTR 450 DISPATCH-M&I DEPT.
 165.00

02/20/2019

 165.00Vendor Total:

48701 COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE & MORE
236608

02/14/2019 PPE SUPPLIES M&I DEPT.
 24.89

02/20/2019

48702 COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE & MORE
236519

02/13/2019 MATERIALS-STREET SIGNS
 5.40

02/20/2019

48703 COMPLETE HARDWARE STORE & MORE
236418

02/12/2019 WATER LINE REPAIR-PARKS
 23.00

02/20/2019

 53.29Vendor Total:

48700 CORELOGIC SOLUTIONS, LLC
81943223

02/20/2019 METROSCAN MONTHLY DUES JAN. 19
 137.50

02/20/2019

 137.50Vendor Total:
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02/22/2019
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Date:

Time:

Page:City of Arvin

Posting Date PONumber

48704 DEWALT CORPORTATION
1086704

01/11/2019 ENGINEERING SVC. DEC. 2018
 12,244.93

02/20/2019

48705 DEWALT CORPORTATION
1086625

02/20/2019 ENGINEERING SVC. NOV. 2018
 10,110.24

02/20/2019

48706 DEWALT CORPORTATION
1086785

02/08/2019 ENGINEERING SVC JAN. 2019
 13,530.38

02/20/2019

 35,885.55Vendor Total:

48709 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
22534

08/31/2018 IT PREPAID AUG. 2018
 0.00

02/22/2019

48710 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
22533

08/31/2018 IT PREPAID AUG. 2018
 0.00

02/22/2019

48711 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
22755

09/30/2018 IT PREPAID SEP. 2018
 0.00

02/22/2019

48712 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
22756

09/30/2018 IT PREPAID SEP. 2018
 0.00

02/22/2019

48713 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
23135

11/30/2018 IT PREPAID NOV. 2018
 0.00

02/22/2019

48714 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
23136

11/30/2018 IT PREPAID NOV. 2018
 0.00

02/22/2019

48715 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
23574

01/31/2019 IT PREPAID JAN. 2019
 0.00

02/22/2019

48716 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
23575

01/31/2019 IT PREPAID JAN. 2019
 0.00

02/22/2019

48717 DIAMOND IT PREPAID USE 28-397
23576

01/31/2019 IT PREPAID JAN. 2019
 0.00

02/22/2019

 0.00Vendor Total:

48707 DIAMOND TECHNOLOGIES, INC
24219900

02/04/2019 DELL POWEREDGE SERVER
 1,404.92

02/20/2019

48708 DIAMOND TECHNOLOGIES, INC
23569

02/11/2019 TOWER CAMERA
 100.52

02/20/2019

 1,505.44Vendor Total:

48718 GENERAL OFFICE
14000

02/22/2019 METER READING 02.04.19
 575.03

02/22/2019

 575.03Vendor Total:

48782 GUARDIAN
GROUP ID:00 473727 2.20.19

02/20/2019 BUNDLE INS. MARCH 2019
 7,101.59

02/22/2019

 7,101.59Vendor Total:

48719 HAAKER EQUIPMENT COMPANY
C49160

01/29/2019 BROOM SET-EL CROSSWIND J329D
 1,435.70

02/22/2019

 1,435.70Vendor Total:

48720 JIM BURKE FORD
175621

02/14/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#282
 67.82

02/22/2019

 67.82Vendor Total:

48768 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231325

02/07/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#207
 295.15

02/22/2019

48769 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231326

02/07/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#209
 474.90

02/22/2019

48770 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231327

02/07/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#211
 474.90

02/22/2019

48771 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231328

02/07/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#203
 180.88

02/22/2019

48772 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231430

02/08/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#110
 325.65

02/22/2019

48773 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231472

02/12/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#211
 90.00

02/22/2019

48774 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231473

02/12/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#203
 522.71

02/22/2019

H - Hand Check

4.A.a

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

D
em

an
d 

R
eg

is
te

r(
s)

 o
f J

an
 2

9,
 2

01
9 

- F
eb

 2
2,

 2
01

9 
 (A

pp
ro

va
l o

f D
em

an
d 

R
eg

is
te

r(
s)

 o
f J

an
ua

ry
 2

9,
 2

01
9 

– 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

2,
 2

01
9.

)



Ref. No. Vendor Name Invoice No. Invoice Date Invoice Description Invoice Amount

Edit List of Invoices - Summary

DEMAND LIST 2.20.19

02/22/2019

11:38 am

3

Date:

Time:

Page:City of Arvin

Posting Date PONumber

48775 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231474

02/12/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#205
 522.71

02/22/2019

48776 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231475

02/12/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#207
 522.71

02/22/2019

48777 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231717

02/15/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#205
 502.68

02/22/2019

48778 JTS TRUCKING REPAIR
231871

02/20/2019 SUPPLIES-TRANSIT
 119.67

02/22/2019

 4,031.96Vendor Total:

48723 KERN RIVER POWER EQUIPMENT INC
88373

02/04/2019 REPAIR-MOWER 4
 152.39

02/22/2019

48724 KERN RIVER POWER EQUIPMENT INC
88821

02/19/2019 LAWN EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
 383.71

02/22/2019

48725 KERN RIVER POWER EQUIPMENT INC
87272

12/26/2018 LAWN EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
 165.26

02/22/2019

48726 KERN RIVER POWER EQUIPMENT INC
87271

12/26/2018 LAWN EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
 111.45

02/22/2019

 812.81Vendor Total:

48727 LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES
189128

01/31/2019 MEMBERSHIP DUES 2019
 8,637.00

02/22/2019

 8,637.00Vendor Total:

48728 LOWE'S
A#9800 748917 6 2.2.19

02/02/2019 SUPPLIES-M&I DEPT.
 203.83

02/22/2019

 203.83Vendor Total:

48729 MEDRANO ROOFING INC.
2166

02/08/2019 APD ROOF REPAIR
 485.00

02/22/2019

 485.00Vendor Total:

48732 MOBILE AG & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
98644

01/23/2019 REPAIRS-KUBOTA L4200
 589.55

02/22/2019

48733 MOBILE AG & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
98643

01/23/2019 REPAIRS-BOBCAT
 1,075.52

02/22/2019

 1,665.07Vendor Total:

48690 MORENO, LAURA

RECEIPT#32113

02/20/2019 REIMBURSEMENT VET'S HALL

 450.00

02/20/2019

 450.00Vendor Total:

48730 MOUNTAINSIDE DISPOSAL
529831

02/11/2019 ROLLOFF SVC. JAN. 2019
 820.38

02/22/2019

48731 MOUNTAINSIDE DISPOSAL
528871

01/31/2019 LANFILL JAN. 2019
 162.12

02/22/2019

 982.50Vendor Total:

48734 NAPA AUTO PARTS
613891

02/14/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#268
 103.86

02/22/2019

 103.86Vendor Total:

48735 O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, INC
4451-397071

02/05/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#305
 25.62

02/22/2019

48736 O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, INC
4451-389779

12/20/2018 MAINTENANCE FLEET#301
 15.14

02/22/2019

48737 O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, INC
4451-389613

12/19/2018 MAINTENANCE FLEET M&I DEPT.
 15.13

02/22/2019

48738 O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE, INC
4451-396208

01/31/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#315
 7.20

02/22/2019

 63.09Vendor Total:

H - Hand Check
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4

Date:

Time:

Page:City of Arvin

Posting Date PONumber

48741 PACIFIC TIRE ARVIN
22503

02/07/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#110
 20.00

02/22/2019

48742 PACIFIC TIRE ARVIN
22513

02/08/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#110
 166.25

02/22/2019

 186.25Vendor Total:

48739 PG & E
A#8831924329-6 2.8.19

02/08/2019 SVC. 01.09.19-02.07.19
 19.71

02/22/2019

48740 PG & E
A#4776920476-0 2.8.19

02/08/2019 SVC.01.09.19-02.07.19
 469.23

02/22/2019

 488.94Vendor Total:

48743 SC COMMUNICATIONS, INC
8641

02/15/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#266
 16.09

02/22/2019

 16.09Vendor Total:

48754 SO. CAL. GAS CO.
A#085-832-2970 6 2.6.19

02/06/2019 NATURAL GAS VEHICLE FUEL
 12.91

02/22/2019

 12.91Vendor Total:

48744 SPECTRUM BUSINESS
069794801012419

02/22/2019 SVC. 1.29.19-2.28.19 M&I DEPT.
 104.33

02/22/2019

 104.33Vendor Total:

48745 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
72106989386-0-2

01/09/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-CITY HALL
 20.02

02/22/2019

48746 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7211271638-0-1

01/09/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 11.46

02/22/2019

48747 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7211506721-0-1

01/14/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 113.39

02/22/2019

48748 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7211271638-0-2

01/14/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 73.60

02/22/2019

48749 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7212048289-0-1

01/22/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 73.90

02/22/2019

48750 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7212254460-0-1

01/24/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-CITY HALL
 45.45

02/22/2019

48751 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7212571451-0-1

02/05/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-CITY HALL
 56.28

02/22/2019

48752 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7212367145-0-2

01/28/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 31.38

02/22/2019

48753 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE
7212367145-0-1

02/05/2019 OFFICE SUPPLIES-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 89.83

02/22/2019

 515.31Vendor Total:

48755 SUPPLYWORKS
475981668

01/31/2019 CLEANING SUPPLIES-COA
 16.23

02/22/2019

48756 SUPPLYWORKS
476201736

02/01/2019 CLEANING SUPPLIES-COA
 7.57

02/22/2019

 23.80Vendor Total:

48757 TEL-TEC SECURITY SYSTEMS
651231

02/01/2019 FIRE MONITORING-ADOBE
 55.00

02/22/2019

 55.00Vendor Total:

48693 THE ABM PRINT SHOP
436107

02/12/2019 BUSINESS CARDS - INPECTOR
 53.58

02/20/2019

 53.58Vendor Total:

48758 TYAK TIRES INC.
189332

02/11/2019 MAINTENANCE FLEET#266
 21.22

02/22/2019

 21.22Vendor Total:

H - Hand Check
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Ref. No. Vendor Name Invoice No. Invoice Date Invoice Description Invoice Amount

Edit List of Invoices - Summary

DEMAND LIST 2.20.19

02/22/2019

11:38 am

5

Date:

Time:

Page:City of Arvin

Posting Date PONumber

48759 URBAN ECOS, LLC
UE201906

02/07/2019 GHG 4 REPORTING 2018
 467.50

02/22/2019

 467.50Vendor Total:

48783 VANTAGE POINT TRANSFER AGENTS
457K LOAN/CONTRIBUTION 2.22.19

02/22/2019 457K LOAN/CONTRIBUTION 2.22.19
 257.95

02/22/2019

 257.95Vendor Total:

48760 VITERELLI, CHRISTINE
HMPG WORKSHOP 2.6.19-2.9.19

02/22/2019 HMPG WORKSHOP 2.6.19-2.9.19
 656.70

02/22/2019

 656.70Vendor Total:

48761 WAGEWORKS, INC.
0818-TR39927

02/22/2019 COBRA SVC. AUG. 2018
 79.52

02/22/2019

48762 WAGEWORKS, INC.
09-18-TR39927

02/22/2019 COBRA SVC. SEP. 2018
 79.52

02/22/2019

48763 WAGEWORKS, INC.
1018-TR39927

02/22/2019 COBRA SVC. OCT. 2018
 79.52

02/22/2019

48764 WAGEWORKS, INC.
1118-TR39927

02/22/2019 COBRA SVC. NOV. 2018
 79.52

02/22/2019

48765 WAGEWORKS, INC.
1218-TR39927

02/22/2019 COBRA SVC. DEC. 2018
 79.52

02/22/2019

48766 WAGEWORKS, INC.
0119-TR39927

02/22/2019 COBRA SVC. JAN. 2019
 79.52

02/22/2019

 477.12Vendor Total:

48767 WELLS FARGO LEASE PMTS
5005835964

01/29/2019 COPIER LEASE-COMM.DEV.DEPT.
 121.16

02/22/2019

 121.16Vendor Total:

Grand Total:

Less Credit Memos:

Net Total:

Less Hand Check Total:

Outstanding Invoice Total:  90,742.34

 90,742.34

 90,742.34

 0.00

 0.00

Total Invoices:  94

H - Hand Check
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Arvin City Council Meeting Minutes – Feb. 12, 2019 
Page 1 of 4 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

ARVIN CITY COUNCIL / SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE
ARVIN COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY / ARVIN HOUSING 

AUTHORITY / ARVIN PUBLIC FINANCING AUTHORITY

FEBRUARY 12, 2019

CALL TO ORDER @ 5:01PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION 

ROLL CALL: CM Trujillo absent; All others present. CM Franetovich arrived late 
during Presentation Item 4B.

1. Approval of Agenda as To Form. 
Motion to approve the agenda. 
Motion CM Martinez Second MPT Robles Vote 3-0

2. CLOSED SESSION ITEM(S)
A. Conference with Labor Negotiators (Pursuant to Government Code §54957.6) 

City Negotiator: Pawan Gill, Director of Administrative Services
Organizations: Arvin Police Officers Association (APOA) and Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 521 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT BY CITY ATTORNEY:
No reportable action.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS
(This is the opportunity for the public to address the City Council on any matter 
on the agenda or any item of interest to the public that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the City Council.)

NONE

4. PRESENTATION(S)
A. Swearing In of New Police Officer, Vicente Medrano

Cecilia Vela, City Clerk

B. Arvin Police Department Nasal Naloxone Program 
Alex G. Ghazalpour, Reserve Police Officer, Arvin Police Department 
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Arvin City Council Meeting Minutes – Feb. 12, 2019 
Page 2 of 4 

C. Safe Surrender Baby Awareness Month Proclamation – February 2019
Heidi Carter-Escudero, Chair - Safely Surrendered Baby Coalition
Kern County Department of Human Services

D. Medi-Cal and Outreach
Edgar Aguilar, Program Manager
Community Health Initiative of Kern County, Dignity Health – Mercy & 
Memorial Hospitals

5. CONSENT AGENDA ITEM(S)
A. Approval of Demand Register(s) of January 18, 2019 – January 28, 2019.

B. Approval of Payroll Register(s) of January 25, 2019.

C. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting(s) of January 22, 2019.

D. Approval of A Proclamation Proclaiming February 2019 as Safe Surrendered
Baby Awareness Month.

E. Approval of A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Arvin Amending 
Resolution No. 2018-81 Revising and Setting Forth the Commencement Time 
for Council Meetings for Remainder of Calendar Year 2019.

Resolution No. 2019-07

Staff recommends approval of the Consent Agenda.

Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 5A – 5E.
Motion CM Martinez Second MPT Robles Vote 4-0

6. PUBLIC HEARING(S)
A. A Public Hearing to Consider Approval of A Resolution of the City Council of 

the City of Arvin Approving An Application for Funding and the Execution of a 
Grant Agreement and Any Amendments Thereto From the 2018 Funding Year 
of the State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program; and Any 
Related Action. (Grant Writer)

Staff recommends to open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the 
hearing and approve the Resolution.

Hearing opened.
Public Testimony: Arvin Resident, Salvador Partida inquired whether the grant 
would include beautification of the City including repair of streets other than only 
Franklin.
Hearing closed.
Motion to approve the Resolution.
Motion Mayor Gurrola Second CM Martinez Vote 4-0
Resolution No. 2019-08
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B. A Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of An Uncodified Ordinance of the City 
Council of the City of Arvin, Approving Development Agreement No. 2018-01 
Between the City of Arvin and Aaron Coppelson, M.D., Inc. for the Development 
of Certain Commercial Cannabis Operations Located at 100 Sycamore Road, 
Arvin, California. (City Planner)

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the Ordinance to be read by title 
only, open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the hearing, waive 
second reading of the Ordinance, approve the adoption of the Ordinance and 
adopt an exemption under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and 15301 (Existing Facilities).

Hearing opened.
No public testimony.
Hearing closed.
Motion to waive second reading of the Ordinance, approve the adoption of the 
Ordinance and adopt an exemption under the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and 15301 (Existing Facilities).
Motion Mayor Gurrola Second MPT Robles    Vote 4-0
Ordinance No. 2019-455
Agreement No. 2019-05

C. A Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of A Resolution of the City Council of 
the City of Arvin Amendment to the General Plan by Amending the Land Use 
Element Consistent with the 2013-2023 Housing Element Work Programs 
Including Adoption of An Exemption Pursuant California Environmental Quality 
Act Guidelines Section 15061(B)(3). (City Planner)

Staff recommends to open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the 
hearing and approve the Resolution.

Hearing opened.
No public testimony.
Hearing closed.
Motion to approve the Resolution.
Motion MPT Robles Second CM Martinez    Vote 4-0
Resolution No. 2019-09

D. A Public Hearing to Consider Introduction of An Ordinance of the City Council 
of the City Of Arvin, Adopting Text Amendment No. 2019-01 to Add Section 
17.02.505, Amend Section 17.02.185, Section 17.02.260, and Section 
17.02.655 of Chapter 17.02 of Title 17; Amend Section 17.05.020, Section 
17.05.030, and Sections 17.02.050 Through 17.05.080 of Chapter 17.05 of
Title 17; Amend Section 17.10.080 of Chapter 17.10 of Title 17; Amend Section 
17.12.020, Section 17.12.025, and Section 17.12.070 of Chapter 17.12 of Title 
17; Amend Section 17.14.020 and Section 17.14.070 of Chapter 17.14 of Title 
17; Amend Section 17.50.150 of Chapter 17.50 of Title 17; and Amend Section 
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17.60.010, Section 17.60.040, Section 17.60.050, and Section 17.60.060 of
Chapter 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code. (City Planner)

Staff recommends the City Council consider introducing the Ordinance to be 
read by title only, open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the 
hearing, waive first reading of the Ordinance, and approve the introduction of 
the Ordinance.

Hearing opened.
No public testimony.
Hearing closed.
Motion to waive first reading of the Ordinance and approve the introduction of the 
Ordinance.
Motion MPT Robles Second CM Franetovich Vote 4-0

7. MIDYEAR BUDGET REVIEW (Finance Director)

8. STAFF REPORTS

9. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

10.ADJOURNED @ 6:23PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Cecilia Vela, City Clerk
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CITY OF ARVIN 

Staff Report 
 

Meeting Date: February 26, 2019 

TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Jerry Breckinridge, City Manager   
 Jerry Breckinridge, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of Special Event Application for the Arvin Chamber of Commerce Wildflower 

Festival to be Held at Smothermon Park on April 22, 2019 through April 29, 2019 With the 
Requirement to Abide by Stipulations Set Forth by the Police Department and the City of 
Arvin Including Private Security Guard Requirements, ABC Daily License Requirements, 
and Police Department Personnel Requirements. 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  
  
The Arvin Chamber of Commerce has submitted a Special Event Permit Application to hold the 
Arvin Wildflower Festival in Smothermon Park from April 22 through April 29, 2019.  The 
event will include music, carnival rides, booths, and local vendors.  Alcohol will also be sold at 
this event.   
 
Based on the anticipated attendance and nature of the event, the Police Department will require 
the event coordinators to provide 14 private security guards during the event.  Additionally, 2 
private security guards will be required during the setup period for this event.  In addition to 
private security, the police department will also have to dedicate police officers on an overtime 
basis.   
 
Special stipulations will be placed on the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Daily License, 
regulating the sale of alcohol during this event.  The stipulations will include the hours alcohol 
can be sold, security requirements, and sales location requirements. 
 
Finally, the City is requiring the applicant to provide three (3) vendor spaces to the City of Arvin 
at no cost to the City.   
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
The estimated overtime cost for police services is $2,200.00, which is unbudgeted.    
 
The fiscal impact on Maintenance and Infrastructure has not yet been determined. 
 

4.D



RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve Special Event Application with the requirement to abide by stipulations set forth by the 
Police Department and the City of Arvin.  These stipulations include private security guard 
requirements, ABC Daily License requirements, and Police Department personnel requirements.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Special Event Application 

4.D
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CITY OF ARVIN  

Staff Report 
 

Meeting Date: February 26, 2019 

TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Pawan Gill, Human Resources Administrator   
 Jerry Breckinridge, City Manager 
 
 
SUBJECT:  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVIN APPROVING 

THE THIRD AMENDMENT TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BY AND 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF ARVIN AND THE DEWALT CORPORATION FOR CITY 
ENGINEER SERVICES 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The City of Arvin entered into a professional services agreement with DeWalt Corporation 
(DWC) on September 1st of 2017 for general engineering and survey services following the 
termination of their agreement with the previous engineering consultant for the same services. At 
the time, the intent of this agreement was going to be on an interim basis while the City of Arvin 
advertised a request for proposals and qualifications (RFP/RFQ) for a long-term agreement for 
the same services. As such, the maximum term of the agreement was intended to be one year, 
and the contract sum was $15,000.00. At the time that the agreement was executed, the hope was 
that the RFP/RFQ process would take approximately 2 months. This process has yet to be 
completed to date.  
 
As time went on, it became necessary to amend the agreement to dedicate additional funds for 
DeWalt as they continued to serve the City. A first amendment was approved at the May 1, 2018 
Council meeting, and a second amendment was approved at the September 4, 2018 Council 
Meeting. The previous amendments clarified some language within the PSA, and approved a 
total of $137,000.00 to be utilized for ongoing engineering services for the city for a total 
allotment of $152,000.00. DWC alerted the Finance Director and City Manager in December of 
the fact that an additional amendment would be necessary due to the amount that had been billed 
at that time. To date, the City has been invoiced a total of $165,378.09 through the end of 
January of 2019. DeWalt proposes an amendment is made to section 2.1, which was also 
amended in the first and second amendment of the agreement, to dedicate additional funds for 
continued services. 
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DeWalt also proposes to modify section 2.1 (Contract Sum) of the agreement such that the 
requirement to provide for a discounted rate of 10% on all invoices is removed from the 
agreement. At the time of the original agreement, it was expressed by the City Manager at the 
time, that the City was eligible for such a discount due to the fact that the previous engineering 
consultant provided such a discount. However, the true reason for the discount was because both 
the City and the previous consultant, QK Inc, were both members of the California Rural Water 
Association, and QK Inc was a preferred provider which entitled member agencies to a 10% 
discount. DeWalt would like to remove this clause in an effort to make accounting for this 
project less confusing.  
 
At this time, it is also understood that the City has hired a City Engineer which will necessitate a 
modification to sections 1.1 (Scope of Services) and 4.1 (Representative of Consultant) to reflect 
that there shall no longer be a need for a consulting engineer to act as the City Engineer on a day-
to-day basis as has been the case for some time by DWC and previous consulting engineering 
firms. The Scope of Services should be amended to reflect that there will no longer be a need for 
the Consultant to send a representative to all City Council Meetings, and revised language should 
indicate that the newly hired City Engineer shall request the Consultant to participate in any City 
Council or other special meetings as are necessary to be paid to the Consultant at the previously 
agreed to rates. The Representative of Consultant section should be amended to show that the 
need for a City and Assistant City Engineer shall be eliminated from the agreement. However, it 
should be understood that there will still be a need for the Consultant to continue to act as the 
designated City Surveyor and Assistant City Surveyor on an as-needed basis by the City 
Engineer.  
 
DeWalt proposes that an additional $30,000.00 are approved for general engineering and survey 
services. It is anticipated that DWC may still need to provide some level of engineering support 
over the coming months especially with regard to their continued role as the City Surveyor. The 
financial commitment is expected to be far less than has been seen over the past few years on a 
month-to-month basis.  
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
Additional general funds shall pay for time and materials not to exceed $30,000.00 which 
accounts for a revised contract sum of $182,000.00. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the approval of the third amendment to the professional services agreement 
between DeWalt Corporation and the City of Arvin. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Resolution Approving Third Amendment to Professional Services Agreement  
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Third Amendment to Professional Services Agreement 
Original Professional Services Agreement (executed copy) 
First Amendment to Professional Services Agreement (executed copy) 
Second Amendment to Professional Services Agreement (executed copy) 
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RESOLUTION  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVIN 
APPROVING THE THIRD AMENDMENT TO PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF ARVIN 
AND THE DEWALT CORPORATION FOR CITY ENGINEER 
SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Arvin (“City”) and the DeWalt Corporation (“DeWalt”) entered 

into that certain Professional Services Agreement dated on or about September 1, 2017 
(“Agreement”) whereby DeWalt agreed to provide City Engineering Services; and 

WHEREAS, a first amendment to said agreement was approved by the City Council on May 
1, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, a second amendment to said agreement was approved by the City Council on 
September 4, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, City and DeWalt now desire to amend the Agreement for a third time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Arvin as 
follows:  
 
Section 1: The foregoing recitals are true and correct. 
 
Section 2: The City Council of the City of Arvin approves the “Third Amendment To 
Professional Services Agreement” attached as Exhibit “A,” and authorizes the Mayor or City 
Manager to execute the same on behalf of the City of Arvin subject to approval as to legal form 
by the City Attorney. 
 
Section 3: The City Council finds that this approval is in the best interests of the City of Arvin. 

 
Section 4: This resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Arvin at a Regular Meeting thereof held on the 26th day of February, 2019 
by the following vote: 
 
         ATTEST 
 
 
                                                                   
         CECILIA VELA, City Clerk 
CITY OF ARVIN 
 
 
By:                                                         
 JOSE GURROLA, Mayor 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
By:                                                         
 SHANNON L. CHAFFIN, City Attorney 
 Aleshire & Wynder, LLP 
 
I, ______________________________, City Clerk of the City of Arvin, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the Resolution passed and 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Arvin on the date and by the vote indicated herein. 
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CITY OF ARVIN 
THIRD AMENDMENT TO 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
WITH DEWALT CORPORATION 

THIS THIRD AMENDMENT TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (herein 
“Third Amendment”) is made and entered into this ____ day of _______, 2019, by and between 
the CITY OF ARVIN, a California municipal corporation herein (“City”) and DeWalt 
Corporation, a California corporation herein (“Consultant”). 

R E C I T A L S 

A. The parties entered into a Professional Services Agreement dated September 1, 2017 
(“Agreement”) for the provision of engineering services; and  

B. The parties executed a First Amendment to the Professional Services Agreement dated 
October 19, 2017 (“First Amendment”). 

C. The parties executed a Second Amendment to the Professional Services Agreement dated 
September 4, 2018 (“Second Amendment”). 

D. The parties now desire to enter into this Third Amendment to amend the Agreement to 
update the Contract Sum, remove the previously agreed to 10% discount, and to clarify 
the nature of the agreement following the hire of a City Engineer by the City of Arvin. 

A G R E E M E N T 

In consideration of the foregoing Recitals and for good and valuable consideration, the receipt 
and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the City and Consultant agree as follows: 

1. Section 1.1 of the Agreement, as amendment, is further amended to read in entirety as 
follows: 

1.1 Scope of Services. In compliance with all of the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement, the Consultant shall perform the work or services set forth within 
Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. As a material 
inducement to the City entering into this Agreement, Consultant represents and 
warrants that it has the qualifications, experience, and facilities necessary to 
properly perform the services required under this Agreement in a thorough, 
competent, and professional manner, and is experienced in performing the work 
and services contemplated herein. Consultant shall at all times faithfully, 
competently and to the best of its ability, experience and talent, perform all 
services described herein. Consultant covenants that it shall follow the highest 
professional standards in performing the work and services required hereunder 
and that all materials will be of good quality, fit for the purpose intended. For 
purposes of this Agreement, the phrase "highest professional standards" shall 
mean those standards of practice recognized by similar firms performing similar 
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work in the same geographic area (California Central Valley) under similar 
circumstances.  

Consultant agrees that during the term of this Agreement, if requested by the City 
Engineer, to attend City Council meetings or other special meetings at regular 
billing rates. either the person designated as the City Engineer or the Assistant 
City Engineer in this Agreement shall attend all regular meetings of the Arvin 
City Council, at no charge to the City, unless attendance is excused by the City 
Manager.  

2. Section 2.1 of the Agreement, as amended, is further amended to read in entirety as 
follows: 

2.1 Contract Sum.  Subject to any limitations set forth in this Agreement, the City 
agrees to pay consultant in the amounts specified within Exhibit “A” attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference, but not exceeding the maximum 
contract amount of One Hundred Fifty Two Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents 
($152,000.00) Two Hundred Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($200,000.00) 
(“Contract Sum”), unless additional compensation is approved pursuant to Section 
2.3.  For a period of three (3) years from the effective date of this Agreement, the 
Contractor shall provide the City at a ten (10%) percent discounted rate from the 
rates and fees set forth in Exhibit “A”.   

3. Section 4.1 of the Agreement, as amended, is further amended to read in entirety as 
follows: 

4.1 Representative of Consultant.  Michael Todd Wood is hereby designated as being 
the representative of Consultant authorized to act on its behalf with respect to the 
work and services specified herein and make all decisions in connection 
therewith. The following principals of Consultant (Principals) are hereby 
designated as being the principals and representatives of Consultant authorized to 
act in its behalf with respect to the work specified herein and make all decisions 
in connection therewith: 

City Engineer Adam Ojeda, RCE 
Assistant City Engineer Michael Todd Wood, RCE 
City Surveyor Aaron Byrd, PLS 
Assistant City Surveyor Jeffrey Gutierrez, PLS 

Robert Lux, PLS 

It is expressly understood that the experience, knowledge, capability and 
reputation of the foregoing principals were a substantial inducement for the City 
to enter into this Agreement. Therefore, the foregoing principals shall be 
responsible during the term of this Agreement for directing all activities of 
Consultant and devoting sufficient time to personally supervise the services 
hereunder. All personnel of Consultant, and any authorized agents, shall at all 
times be under the exclusive direction and control of the Principals. For purposes 
of this Agreement, the foregoing Principals may not be replaced nor may their 
responsibilities be substantially reduced by Consultant without the express written 
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approval of the City. Additionally, Consultant shall make every reasonable effort 
to maintain the stability and continuity of Consultant's staff and sub Consultants, 
if any, assigned to perform the services required under this Agreement. 
Consultant shall notify the City of any changes in Consultant's staff and sub 
Consultants, if any, assigned to perform the services required under this 
Agreement, prior to and during any such performance. 

2. Incorporated Provisions.  A copy of the Agreement (Exhibit A), First Amendment to the 
Agreement (Exhibit B), and Second Amendment to the Agreement (Exhibit C) are attached 
hereto and, except as otherwise amended by each other and ultimately in this Third Amendment, 
are incorporated as though set forth in full herein. 

3. Full Force and Effect.  Except as expressly provided in this Third Amendment, all other 
terms and conditions of the Agreement and it’s subsequent amendments shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date 
and year first-above written. 

 
CITY: 
CITY OF ARVIN, a municipal corporation 
 
       
R. Jerry Breckinridge, Interim City Manager  
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
 Cecilia Vela, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
ALESHIRE & WYNDER, LLP 
 
 
       
 Shannon Chaffin, City Attorney  
   

 
CONSULTANT: 
 
       
Jeffery R. Gutierrez, President 
 
 
       
Michael Todd Wood, Director of 
Engineering 

  
Two signatures are required if a 
corporation. 

 

 

NOTE:  CONSULTANT’S SIGNATURES SHALL BE DULY NOTARIZED, AND APPROPRIATE 
ATTESTATIONS SHALL BE INCLUDED AS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE BYLAWS, ARTICLES OF 
INCORPORATION, OR OTHER RULES OR REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO CONSULTANT’S 
BUSINESS ENTITY. 

[END OF SIGNATURES] 
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CALIFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF KERN 

On __________, 2019 before me, ________________, personally appeared ________________, proved to me on 
the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose names(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by 
his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, 
executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is 
true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature: _____________________________________ 
 
 

OPTIONAL 
Though the data below is not required by law, it may prove valuable to persons relying on the document and could 
prevent fraudulent reattachment of this form. 

CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

 INDIVIDUAL 
 CORPORATE OFFICER 

 _______________________________ 
TITLE(S) 

 PARTNER(S)  LIMITED 
    GENERAL 

 ATTORNEY-IN-FACT 
 TRUSTEE(S) 
 GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR 
 OTHER_______________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

SIGNER IS REPRESENTING: 
(NAME OF PERSON(S) OR ENTITY(IES)) 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________ 
TITLE OR TYPE OF DOCUMENT 

___________________________________ 
NUMBER OF PAGES 

___________________________________ 
DATE OF DOCUMENT 

___________________________________ 
SIGNER(S) OTHER THAN NAMED ABOVE 

 
 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed 
the document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy or validity of that document. 
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CALIFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF KERN 

On __________, 2019 before me, ________________, personally appeared ________________, proved to me on 
the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose names(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by 
his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, 
executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is 
true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature: _____________________________________ 
 
 

OPTIONAL 
Though the data below is not required by law, it may prove valuable to persons relying on the document and could 
prevent fraudulent reattachment of this form. 

CAPACITY CLAIMED BY SIGNER DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

 INDIVIDUAL 
 CORPORATE OFFICER 

 _______________________________ 
TITLE(S) 

 PARTNER(S)  LIMITED 
    GENERAL 

 ATTORNEY-IN-FACT 
 TRUSTEE(S) 
 GUARDIAN/CONSERVATOR 
 OTHER_______________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

SIGNER IS REPRESENTING: 
(NAME OF PERSON(S) OR ENTITY(IES)) 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________ 
TITLE OR TYPE OF DOCUMENT 

___________________________________ 
NUMBER OF PAGES 

___________________________________ 
DATE OF DOCUMENT 

___________________________________ 
SIGNER(S) OTHER THAN NAMED ABOVE 

 
 

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed 
the document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy or validity of that document. 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
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EXHIBIT “B” 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
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EXHIBIT “C” 

SECOND AMENDMENT TO 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
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CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Meeting Date:  February 26, 2019 

TO: City Council 
 
FROM:  Jerry Breckinridge, City Manager  
 Jake Raper, City Planner – Contract JAS Consultant 
 
SUBJECT: An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Arvin Amending the 

following sections of the Arvin Municipal Code: Add Section 17.02.505 and 
Amend Section 17.02.185, Section 17.02.260, And Section 17.02.655 Of 
Chapter 17.02 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.05.020, Section 17.05.030, and 
Sections 17.02.050 Through 17.05.080 Of Chapter 17.05 Of Title 17; Amend 
Section 17.10.080 Of Chapter 17.10 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.12.020, 
Section 17.12.025, And Section 17.12.070 Of Chapter 17.12 Of Title 17; 
Amend Section 17.14.020 And Section 17.14.070 Of Chapter 17.14 Of Title 
17; Amend Section 17.50.150 Of Chapter 17.50 Of Title 17; And Amend 
Section 17.60.010, Section 17.60.040, Section 17.60.050, And Section 
17.60.060 Of Chapter 17.60 Of Title 17 Of The Arvin Municipal Code; And 
Adopt An Exemption Pursuant To The California Environmental Quality 
Act. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the City Council consider adopting the Ordinance to be read by title only, 
open the public hearing, allow for public testimony, close the hearing, waive the second reading, 
and approve the adoption and second reading of the Ordinance:  

• Add Section 17.02.505; and Amend Section 17.02.185, Section 17.02.260, Section 
17.02.655, Section 17.05.020, Section 17.05.030, Sections 17.05.050 through 17.05.080, 
Section 17.10.080, Section 17.12.020, Section 17.12.025, Section 17.12.070 Section 
17.14.020, Section 17.14.070, Section 17.50.150, Section 17.60.010, Section 17.60.040, 
Section 17.60.050, and Section 17.60.060. 

• Adopt an Exemption Pursuant To The California Environmental Quality Act (at second 
reading). 

The first reading of the Ordinance was held on February 12, 2019. 

BACKGROUND 
The Planning Commission on January 12, 2019 conducted a public hearing relating to the Text 
Amendment No. 2019-01 and has recommended adoption of the proposed code amendments to 
the various sections of Title 17 Zoning which implement the 2013-2023 Housing Element work 
programs and has recommended that the City Council accept that the project is exempt per 
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) finding under CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061(b)(3). 

The adopted 2013-2023 Housing Element established a number of work programs which require 
amendments to the City’s zoning ordinance that would bring City Codes into compliance with 
the requirements of State of California Housing laws.  These updates include definitions, 
elimination of unit size in the R-2-7.5 zone district, establishment of minimum housing unit 
densities for the R-3 and R-4 Zone Districts, clarifying the role of decision maker’s roles in 
reviewing projects, etc. In conjunction with the Housing Element work programs, the Planning 
Commission has also recommended adoption of an updated Safety Element, adopted by the City 
Council on January 22, 2019, and recommended updating the Land Use Element of the General 
Plan, which address among other items SB 244 Disadvantage Communities, housing densities, 
and a no net loss of high density residential lands. 

CEQA REVIEW 

Staff has conducted initial assessment of the project, concluded that the proposed code 
amendments are exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3), as there is no 
possibility that the amendments to the Title 17 of the Municipal Code as proposed by Text 
Amendment No. 2019-01 may have a significant effect on the environment because of the 
following reasons: 

• The amendments relate to the establishment, modification, and implementation of the 
various work programs implements and is consistent with the updated Housing 
Element, Land Use Element and Safety Element.  As these updates, have already 
been assessed, no further environmental assessment is required.   

• The amendments will not have a significant effect or physical change to the 
environment, because they relate to and implements various Governmental Codes 
which implements the 2013-2023 Housing Element work programs ensuring the 
City’s zoning ordinance is in compliance with state-mandated criteria and policy.   

EXHIBITS AND ATTACHMENTS 
ORDINANCE NO. XXX - An Ordinance of the City Council of the City Of Arvin, Adopting 
Text Amendment No. 2019-01 To Add Section 17.02.505, Amend Section 17.02.185, Section 
17.02.260, And Section 17.02.655 Of Chapter 17.02 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.05.020, 
Section 17.05.030, and Sections 17.02.050 Through 17.05.080 Of Chapter 17.05 Of Title 17; 
Amend Section 17.10.080 Of Chapter 17.10 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.12.020, Section 
17.12.025, And Section 17.12.070 Of Chapter 17.12 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.14.020 And 
Section 17.14.070 Of Chapter 17.14 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.50.150 Of Chapter 17.50 Of 
Title 17; And Amend Section 17.60.010, Section 17.60.040, Section 17.60.050, And Section 
17.60.060 Of Chapter 17.60 Of Title 17 Of The Arvin Municipal Code; And Adopt An 
Exemption Pursuant To The California Environmental Quality Act. 

Attachment 1 – 2013-2023 Housing Element Update – Work Program (excerpts) 

Attachment 2 – Govt Code 65915-65918 Density Bonus   
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ORDINANCE NO. XXX 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVIN, 
ADOPTING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 2019-01 TO ADD SECTION 
17.02.505 AND AMEND SECTION 17.02.185, SECTION 17.02.260, AND 
SECTION 17.02.655 OF CHAPTER 17.02 OF TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 
17.05.020, SECTION 17.05.030 AND SECTIONS 17.05.050 THROUGH 
17.05.080 OF CHAPTER 17.05 OF TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 17.10.080 
OF CHAPTER 17.10 OF TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 17.12.020, SECTION 
17.12.025, AND SECTION 17.12.070 OF CHAPTER 17.12 OF TITLE 17; 
AMEND SECTION 17.14.020 AND SECTION 17.14.070 OF CHAPTER 17.14 
OF TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 17.50.150 OF CHAPTER 17.50 OF TITLE 
17; AND AMEND SECTION 17.60.010, SECTION 17.60.040, SECTION 
17.60.050, AND SECTION 17.60.060 OF CHAPTER 17.60 OF TITLE 17 OF 
THE ARVIN MUNICIPAL CODE; AND ADOPT AN EXEMPTION 
PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT. 

 

WHEREAS, on September 19, 2017, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2017-92 
Initiating Code Amendments to Title 17 –Zoning, which authorized the City Manager and/or 
Community Development Director to initiate code amendments to Title 17 to accomplish 
updates to the Municipal Code; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Arvin adopted the 2013-2023 Housing Element on March 
27, 2018 by Resolution Number 2018-23; and  

WHEREAS, the 2013-2023 Housing Element adopted Work Programs of which 
updates and amendments to the General Plan and Zoning Ordinances are required; and  

WHEREAS, Text Amendment No. 2019-01, consisting of zoning code amendments 
to Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code, has been initiated to address density bonus, 
transition and supportive housing, definition of “family,” establish minimum units per acre 
and units per site, removal of minimum unit size, establish no net loss program for high 
density residential zones, establishing approval of high density residential by Site 
Development Permit, and related items; and  

WHEREAS, said amendments are consistent with the goals, policies and objectives 
of the General Plan, including the recently approved 2013-2023 Housing Element, and 
updates the Safety and Land Use Elements of the General Plan which are currently being 
considered for approval by the City; and  

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2019 the Planning Commission held a public hearing at a 
regular Planning Commission meeting and considered whether to recommend the adoption of the 
proposed updates to Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code; and 
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WHEREAS, after consideration of all items before it, the Planning Commission did 
recommend that the City Council adopt Text Amendment No. 2019-01, consisting of zoning 
code amendments to Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code, and adopt a finding under 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3).   

WHEREAS, the public hearing of this matter before the City Council was duly noticed 
in accordance with local requirements and state requirements;  

WHEREAS, on February 12, 2019 the City Council conducted a public hearing 
regarding the introduction and first reading of this ordinance, during which it received a 
staff presentation, any testimony from members of the public, and considered the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission; 

WHEREAS, after considering all public testimony and receiving information provided 
to date, the City Council voted to waive the first reading and introduce Text Amendment No. 
2019-01, which proposes zoning code amendments to Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code;  

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2019 the City Council then considered the proposed 
ordinance for final adoption at another public hearing, including an attendant California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) finding for the project; and 

WHEREAS, the public was again provided an opportunity to comment on Text 
Amendment No. 2019-01, and any public testimony and evidence, both written and oral, was 
considered by the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to proceed with the adoption of Text Amendment 
No. 2019-01; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has duly considered all information presented to it, 
including the Planning Commission findings, Planning Commission Resolution, written staff 
report(s), research, testimony and other evidence provided at the public hearings and received by 
the City, as well as its prior legislative approvals and enactments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Arvin does hereby ordain as 
follows: 

Section 1. The City Council finds and determines that the above recitals are true and 
correct and incorporated herein by reference.  

Section 2. The City Council determines, and adopts a finding pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3), that here is no possibility that the amendments to the Title 
17 of the Municipal Code as proposed by Text Amendment No. 2019-01 may have a 
significant effect on the environment because of the following reasons:   

• The amendments relate to the establishment, modification, and implementation of the 
various work programs implements and is consistent with the updated Housing 
Element, Land Use Element and Safety Element.  As these updates have already 
been assessed, no further environmental assessment is required.   

• The amendments will not have a significant effect or physical change to the 
environment, because they relate to and implements various Governmental Codes 
which implements the 2013-2023 Housing Element work programs ensuring the 
City’s zoning ordinance is in compliance with state-mandated criteria and policy.   

5.A.a

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

St
af

f R
ep

or
t a

nd
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 A
m

en
d 

Ti
tle

 1
7 

H
ou

si
ng

  (
Pu

bl
ic

 H
ea

rin
g 

- T
itl

e 
17

 C
od

e 
A

m
en

dm
en

ts
 H

ou
si

ng
 E

le
m

en
t W

or
k 

Pr
og

ra
m

)



01159.0005/518412.3  
City Council report and Ordinance – Municipal Code Housing Program Amendments  
Page 5 of 16  

 
 

Section 3. The City Council finds that the proposed Text Amendment No. 2019-01 
updates to Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code implement the previously approved 2013-2023 
Housing Element of the General Plan and are otherwise consistent with the goals, policies and 
objectives the of the General Plan, including the approved, or concurrently being considered for 
approval, updates to the Safety and Land Use Elements of the General Plan, as well as all 
applicable Specific Plans.   The City Council of the City of Arvin, based on its own independent 
judgment, further finds that Text Amendment No. 2019-01 promotes and protects the health, 
safety, welfare, and quality of life of City residents. 
 

Section 4.  The Arvin Municipal Code is hereby amended to read, in its entirety, as is 
set forth in the attached Exhibit “A” and incorporated in full by reference, which adds Section 
17.02.505 and amends Section 17.02.185, Section 17.02.260, and Section 17.02.655 of Chapter 
17.02 of Title 17; amends Section 17.05.020, Section 17.05.030, and Sections 17.05.050 through 
17.05.080 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17; amends Section 17.10.080 of Chapter 17.10 of Title 17; 
amends Section 17.12.020, Section 17.12.025, and Section 17.12.070 of Chapter 17.12 of Title 
17; amends Section 17.14.020 and Section 17.14.070 of Chapter 17.14 of Title 17; amends 
Section 17.50.150 of Chapter 17.50 of Title 17; and amends Section 17.60.010, Section 
17.60.040, Section 17.60.050, and Section 17.60.060 of Chapter 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin 
Municipal Code. 

Section 5. If any provision(s) of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstances is held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect any other provision or 
application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. The 
City Council hereby declares that they would have adopted this ordinance and each section, 
subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, part or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any 
one or more sections, subsections, clauses, phrases, parts or portions thereof be declared 
invalid or unconstitutional. 

Section 6. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Ordinance 
by the City Council of the City of Arvin and shall cause this ordinance to be published or 
posted in accordance with Government Code Section 36933 as required by law. 

Section 7. This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days following its adoption. 
////// 
 
////// 
 
////// 
 
////// 
 
////// 
 
////// 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced by the City Council 
of the City of Arvin after waiving reading, except by Title, at a regular meeting thereof held on 
the 12th day of February, 2019, and adopted the Ordinance after the second reading at a regular 
meeting held on the 26th day of February, 2019, by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:                                  
 
NOES:              
 
ABSTAIN:              
 
ABSENT:              
 
        ATTEST 
 
 
              
        CECILIA VELA, City Clerk 
CITY OF ARVIN 
 
 
By:         

JOSE GURROLA, Mayor 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  
 
 
By:        

SHANNON L. CHAFFIN, City Attorney 
Aleshire & Wynder, LLP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I, _________________________, City Clerk of the City of Arvin, California, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the Ordinance passed and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Arvin on the date and by the vote indicated herein.  
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 
Section 1. Section 17.02.505 is added to Chapter 17.02 of Title 17 of the Arvin 

Municipal Code is added to read, in its entirety, as follows: 
 

17.02.505 – Planning director. 
 

“Planning director” shall refer to that person designated by the city manager as the planning 
director.  In the absence of a planning director, the “director of administrative services” shall 
mean the “planning director” for all references to “planning director” in the Arvin Municipal 
Code.  In the absence of a director of administrative services, the city manager, or designee, 
shall serve as the “planning director” for all references thereto in the Arvin Municipal Code. 

 
Section 2. Section 17.02.185 of Chapter 17.02 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended to read, in its entirety, as follows: 
 

17.02.185 - Density bonuses and other incentives.   

 “Density bonuses and other incentives” shall have the same meaning as it is defined in  
Government Code, section 65915(f) Title 7, Planning and Land Use (sections 65000 – 
66499.58), Division 1, Planning and Zoning [sections 65000 - 66103], Chapter 4.3. Density 
Bonuses and Other Incentives [sections 65915 - 65918], as may be amended.  

Section 3. Section 17.02.260 of Chapter 17.02 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
amended to read, in its entirety, as follows: 

17.02.260 - Family.  

“Family”means an individual, or two (2) or more persons related by blood or marriage or 
legal adoption[s], or a group of six (6) or fewer unrelated persons, living in a dwelling shall 
be defined by the maximum number of individuals permitted in a given residential space per 
the standards of the Uniform Housing Code and/or the California Building Code as 
applicable; generally defined as an individual or a group of individuals, related or unrelated, 
living together as a single housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, not including a fraternity, 
sorority, club, or other group of persons occupying a hotel, lodging house, or institution of 
any kind. 

Section 4. Section 17.02.655 of Chapter 17.02 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
amended to read, in its entirety, as follows: 

17.02.655 - Transitional housing.  

“Transitional housing" (per Health and Safety Code 50675.2(h)) means buildings configured 
as rental housing developments, but operated under program requirements that call for the 
termination of assistance and recirculation of the assisted unit to another eligible program 
recipient at some predetermined future point in time, which shall be no less than six (6) 
months. Transitional housing shall be allowed in all residential zones and shall be required to 
conform to the requirements of any residential development standards.   

 
Section 5: Section 17.05.020 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
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amended to read in its entirety as follows: 
 

 17.05.020 - Application for approval—Review procedure. 
A. An application for administrative approval shall be submitted to the planning director on 

a form prescribed by the planning director.  The application shall include a statement of 
the use proposed and a site plan prepared in accordance with, and subject to, the 
provisions of Section 17.60.020. 

B. The planning director shall review the proposed use to ascertain all the facts pertinent 
thereto and, in writing, shall state either approval or disapproval of the proposed use, 
together with his findings and reasons for such decision, within ten (10) days, excluding 
Saturday, Sundays, and legal holidays, of the filing of the application. 

C. In approving the use, the planning director shall impose such conditions and requirements 
as may be applicable as set forth in Sections 17.60.040, and 17.60.050.060, and Chapter 
17.70 of this Title. 

 
Section 6: Section 17.05.030 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended to read in its entirety as follows: 
 

17.05.030 - Grant of application—Findings required. 
A. The  planning director may grant an application for administrative approval as the permit 

was applied for, or in modified form, if, on the basis of the application and evidence 
submitted, the planning director is he is able to make the findings set forth in Section 
17.60.050040, plus the following additional findings: 
1. That the use will not involve any process, equipment or materials which, in the 

opinion of the planning director, will be objectionable to persons living or working in 
the vicinity by reason of odor, fumes, dust, smoke, cinders, dirt, refuse, water-carried 
wastes, noise, vibration, illumination, glare, or unsightliness, or to involve any hazard 
of fire or explosion; and 

2. That the proposed use will be harmonious with existing structures and uses of land in 
the vicinity; 

3. That proposed signs will not by size, location or lighting interfere with traffic or limit 
visibility.  

4.   That the proposed use shall cause all necessary improvements of needed public 
facilities as identified by the city.  

5.   That the proposed use shall create, join and/or participate in the formation of  
community facilities district(s), lighting and landscape maintenance district(s), or 
other mechanisms to off-set current and future long-term maintenance of physical 
improvements to all necessary facilities such as road improvements, storm drainage 
facilities, sewer facilities, etc. 

B. In making such findings, the planning director shall consult with the city engineer to 
assure that approvals will be consistent with established legislative policies relating to 
traffic safety, street dedications, and street improvements. 

 
Section 7:  [RESERVED] 
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Section 8: Section 17.05.050 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 
17.05.050 - Appeal to the Pplanning commission. 
The applicant or any aggrieved person may appeal, in writing and shall pay the established 
appeal fee as adopted by the city council setting forth the hisreason(s) for such appeal to the 
commission. Such appeal shall be filed with the planning director city clerk within fifteen 
(15) days after the mailing of the notice of such decision. The appeal shall be placed on the 
agenda of the commission's next regular meeting after the planning director decision; 
provided, however, if the planning director’s decision occurs within ten (10) days of the next 
regular meeting of the commission, the appeal shall be placed on the agenda of the 
commission's second regular meeting following the decision of the planning director.  The 
commission shall set a date for the public hearing for consideration of the appeal.  The 
commission shall review the site plan de novo and shall approve, approve with conditions, or 
disapprove, based on the findings set forth in Section 17.05.030. The decision of commission 
shall be final unless appealed to the council in accordance with Section 17.54.130 Decisions- 
Granting or denial – Notice. 

  
Section 9: Section 17.05.060 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended to read in its entirety as follows: 
 

17.05.060 - Appeals to the council.  
The applicant or any aggrieved person may appeal, in writing and shall pay the established 
appeal fee as adopted by the council, setting forth his reason(s) for such appeal to the council.  
Such appeal shall be filed with the city clerk within fifteen (15) days after the commission's 
decision.  The appeal shall be placed on the agenda of the council’s next regular meeting 
after the appeal is filed.  The council shall set a date for the public hearing for consideration 
of the appeal. The council shall review de novo the site plan and shall approve, approve with 
conditions, or disapprove, based on the findings set forth in Chapter 17.60 of this Code.  The 
decision of the council shall be final.   

 
Section 10: Section 17.05.070 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended in its entirety to read as follows: 
 

Section 17.05.070  – Building permits – Conditions 
Before a building permit shall be issued for any building or structure proposed as part of an 
approved application for administrative approval, the building division department shall 
secure written approval from the planning director department that the proposed structure 
and/or building location is in conformity with the site plan and conditions approved by the 
planning department planning director.  Before a building may be occupied or before final 
inspection, the building official/ inspector shall certify to the planning director that the site 
has been developed in accordance with the site plan and conditions approved by the planning 
director. 

 
Section 11: Subsection C of Section 17.05.080 of Chapter 17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin 

Municipal Code is amended, and new Subsection I is added to Section 17.05.080 of Chapter 
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17.05 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code, to read as follows: 
 

17.05.080 - Permitted uses designated—Administrative approval. 
The following uses may be permitted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 17.60 of 
this title: 
… 
C. Enclosed temporary construction materials storage yards required in connection with the 
development of subdivisions, remodeling of existing structures, temporary subdivision sales 
offices and signs, and model home display areas, and similar activities as may be determined 
by the planning director in accordance with the regulations set forth in Chapter 17.4860 and 
17.70; 
… 
I. Other activities not listed in Chapter 17.60. 

 
Section 12:  Section 17.10.080 of Chapter 17.10 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:  
 

17.10.080 - R-2-7.5 zone. 
Uses permitted in the R-2-7.5 zone are as follows: 
A. In the R-2-7.5 zone the lot sizes shall not be less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) 

square feet in size;  
B. The minimum lot area per dwelling shall be not less than three thousand seven hundred 

fifty (3,750) square feet is size; 
C. In the R-2-7.5 zone the residential dwelling area for each unit shall not be less than one 

thousand two hundred (1,200) square feet in size; 
C.D.  Only two-family dwellings shall be allowed in the R-2-7.5 zone; and 
D.  E.  In the R-2-7.5 zone there shall be a rear yard behind every residential dwelling of not 

less than fifteen (15) feet. 
 

Section 13: Section 17.12.020 of Chapter 17.12 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
amended in its entirety to read as follows:  

17.12.020 - Permitted uses.  
Uses permitted in an R-3 zone are as follows:  
A. Any use permitted in the R-1 and R-2 zonesResidential development with a minimum 

development of 16 units per acre subject to Chapter 17.05 Uses Permitted Subject to 
Administrative Approval and upon meeting the development criteria contained in Chapter 
17.70;  

B. Three-family dwellings, four-family dwellings, and bungalow courts;  
B. CThe accessory buildings and structures necessary to such use located on the same lot or 

parcel of land; and 
CD. Home occupation permits by administrative approval, subject to the conditions 

contained in subsection 17.08.020.D.  
 

Section 14: Section 17.12.025 of Chapter 17.12 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
amended in its entirety as follows: 
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17.12.25 –Other Uses -PermittedUses:  
The following uses are permitted in an R-3 zone when approved as per Chapter 17.05, Uses 
Permitted Subject to Administrative Approval.  

A. Uses designated in Section 17.05.080.  
B. Residential care facilities with seven (7) or more persons will be allowed with 

administrative approval (conditional use).  
A.   Other uses may be permitted as authorized by the Municipal Code where equal to, or 

greater, land area is provided to replace and/or provide a residential development of at 
least 16 units per acre concurrent to or prior to development of the other use.    

B.   Residential development over 16 units per acre shall be subject to a Conditional Use 
Permit or Planned Development overlay zone and shall meet other Federal, State and 
Municipal Code requirements.  

 
Section 15: Section 17.12.070 of Chapter 17.12 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended to read in part as follows: 

17.12.070  - Area requirements.  

In the R-3 zone, the minimum lot area, meeting the minimum 16 units per acre, shall be six 
thousand (6,000) square feet. The minimum lot area per dwelling unit shall be one thousand 
five two thousand seven hundred (2,7001,500) square feet; provided, however, that when a 
lot has less area than required by this section and was recorded on March 8, 1965, such lot 
may be occupied by not more than one (1) dwelling unit for each one thousand five hundred 
(1,500) square feet.  Development shall not exceed the land use density as established in the 
General Plan Land Use Element and/or permitted by State Law. 
Section 16:  Section 17.14.020, of Chapter 17.14 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended, in its entirety, to read as follows: 

17.14.020 - Permitted uses.  
Uses permitted in an R-4 zone are as follows:  

A.Any use permitted in the R-1, R-2 or R-3 zones Residential development with a minimum 
development of 21 units per acre subject to Chapter 17.05 Uses Permitted Subject to 
Administrative Approval and upon meeting the development criteria contained in Chapter 
17.70; B. Group dwellings; multiple-family dwellings and apartment houses; 
churches, schools, elementary, or high; day nurseries; nursery schools; boardinghouses 
and rooming-houses; institutions of educational, philanthropic or eleemosynary nature; 
lodge halls; and private clubs, except clubs the chief activity of which is a service 
customarily carried on as a business;  

B.C. The accessory buildings and structures necessary to such use located on the same lot or 
parcel of land;  

C.  Home occupation permits by administrative approval, subject to the conditions contained 
in subsection 17.08.020.D. 

 
Section 17:  Section 17.14.025, of Chapter 17.14 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

amended, in its entirety, to read as follows: 
 

17.14.025 - Permitted uses—Administrative approval Other Uses-Permitted. 
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The following uses are permitted in an R-4 zone when approved as per Chapter 17.05, Uses 
Permitted Subject to Administrative Approval:  
A.  Uses designated in Section 17.05.080.  Other uses may be permitted as  authorized by the 

Arvin Municipal Code where equal to, or greater, land area is provided to replace and/or 
meet a residential development of 21 units per acre concurrent to or prior to development 
of the other use. 
1.  Other uses permitted subject to administrative permit, it development permit and/or 

conditional use permit, subject to this Subsection, shall mean: 
a. Uses designated in Section 17.05.080. 
b. Residential care facilities with seven (7) or more persons will be allowed with 

administrative approval (conditional use). 
c. Group dwellings; multiple-family dwellings and apartment houses; churches, 

schools, elementary, or high; day nurseries; nursery schools; boardinghouses and 
rooming-houses; institutions of educational, philanthropic or eleemosynary 
nature; lodge halls; and private clubs, except clubs the chief activity of which is a 
service customarily carried on as a business; 

B.  Residential care facilities with seven (7) or more persons will be allowed with 
administrative approval (conditional use)Residential development over 21 units per acre 
shall require a conditional use permit or planned unit development overlay zone and shall 
meet other Federal, State and Municipal Code requirements. 

 
Section 18: Section 17.14.070 of Chapter 17.14 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

hereby amended to read in part as follows: 
 

17.14.070 - Area requirements. 
In the R-4 zone, the minimum lot area shall be six thousand (6,000) square feet. The 
minimum lot area per dwelling unit shall be twoone thousand (2,0001,000) square feet; 
provided, however, that when a lot has less area than required by this section and was 
recorded on March 8, 1965, such lot may be occupied by not more than one (l) dwelling unit 
for each twoone thousand (2,0001,000) square feet. Development shall not exceed the land 
use density as established in the General Plan Land Use Element and/or other uses permitted 
by State Law, i.e such as density bonuses or residential development.  

 
Section 21: Section 17.50.150 of Chapter 17.50 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows:   

17.50.150 Density bonuses, concessions and incentives. 
A. Purpose. The purpose of a density bonus is to encourage developers to construct 
affordable housing for "target households" as defined by the Government Code. A density 
bonus can be approved by Arvin if a housing developer agrees to construct a certain 
percentage of units for target households and agrees to maintain their affordability for a 
specific time period.  
B. Density bonuses, concessions and incentives shall be granted and implemented pursuant 
to the terms and conditions set forth in Government Code, section 65915, as may be 
amended.  
C. Application and Fees. An application for a density bonus, concessions and/or incentives 
shall be made to the planning department at the time the application for the associated 
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development entitlement or permit is submitted on a form proscribed by the department. The 
application shall be accompanied by a fee set by resolution of the city council.  
D. Report and Findings. The planning department shall evaluate the application to determine 
if the proposed development entitlement or permit qualifies for a density bonus or for one (1) 
or more concessions or incentives and shall notify applicant in writing of the planning 
department's determination. If the planning department determines the proposed development 
entitlement or permit qualifies for a density bonus or for one (1) or more concessions and/or 
incentives, applicant shall submit to the planning department for its review and approval all 
legal documents, including any covenants or agreements, required by Government Code, 
section 65915 as conditions to the granting of the density bonus, concessions and/or 
incentives prior to city's consideration of approval of the associated development entitlement 
or permit. After the planning department receives these legal documents, from the applicant 
it shall complete the processing of the associated development entitlement or permit, with the 
incorporated density bonus, concessions and/or incentives, pursuant to the requirements set 
forth in the Arvin Municipal Code for such development entitlements or permits.  
A. Purpose.   This chapter is adopted in accordance with Section 65915 et seq., of the 

California Government Code, as may be amended. The purpose of this chapter is to 
establish a density increase and incentive program to provide both density increases and 
other incentives for owner-occupied and rental housing developments to encourage the 
creation of housing affordable to moderate, low, and very low-income households, and to 
encourage the creation of housing for senior citizens. As used in this chapter, density 
bonus units are those units designated for senior citizens, or very low, low, or moderate-
income households that qualified the housing project for award of a density bonus or 
other incentives.  

B. Applicable zoning districts.  This chapter shall be applicable to all zoning districts that 
allow residential uses.  

C. Qualifications.  All proposed housing developments that qualify under California 
Government Code Section 65915 for a density increase and other incentives, and any 
qualified land transfer under California Government Code Section 65915 shall be eligible 
to apply for a density bonus (including incentives and/or concessions) consistent with the 
requirements, provisions and obligations set forth in California Government Code 
Section 65915 et seq.  

D. Density increase and other incentives.   The city of Arvin shall grant qualifying housing 
developments and qualifying land transfers a density bonus, consistent with California 
Government Code Section 65915 et seq., and incentives or concessions also as described 
in California Government Code Section 65915 et seq.  

E. An application for a density increase or other incentives under this chapter for a housing 
development shall be submitted in writing to the planning division of the city of Arvin to 
be processed concurrently with all other entitlements of the proposed housing 
development. The proposal must also be accompanied by a standard city application and 
fee is in addition to the processing of any concurrent entitlements or projects. 

F. The application for a housing development shall contain information sufficient to fully 
evaluate the request under the requirements of this chapter, and in connection with the 
project for which the request is made, including, but not limited to, the following: 
1.    A brief description of the proposed housing development;  
2.   The total number of housing units proposed in the development project, including 
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unit sizes and number of bedrooms; 
3.  The total number of units proposed to be granted through the density increase and 

incentive program over and above the otherwise maximum density for the project 
site; 

4.  The total number of units to be made affordable to or reserved for sale, or rental to, 
very low, low or moderate-income households, or senior citizens, or other qualifying 
residents; 

5. A list of any concession(s) or incentive(s) being requested to facilitate the development 
of the project, and a description of why the concession(s) or incentive(s) is needed; 
and 

6. Any other information as determined by the community development director 
necessary to process and evaluate the proposal consistent with the provisions of 
California Government Code Section 65915 et seq. 

E.   The application shall be considered by the approving authority at the same time it 
considers the project for which the request is being made. The request shall be approved 
if the applicant complies with the provisions of California Government Code Section 
65915 et seq.  

F.   Retention. Consistent with the provisions of California Government Code Section 65915 
et seq., prior to a density increase or other incentives being approved for a project, the 
city of Arvin and the applicant shall agree to an appropriate method of assuring the 
continued availability of the density bonus units.  

 
Section 22: Section 17.60.10 of Chapter 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

hereby amended to read in part as follows: 
 
17.60.010 - Intent and purpose—Affected zones. 
A. To insure that certain types of proposed developments will serve to achieve a group of 

facilities which will be well related one to another, and which, taken together, will result 
in a well-composed design, and to meet the city ordinances, site development permits 
shall be required for the development or expansion of the following: 
1. Mobile home parks, travel trailer parks, airports and building complexes 

encompassing more than one (1) acre; 
2. Building projects costing more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in any C 

commercial or M industrial or more than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) in 
any R-3 and R-4 multiple-family residential or PUD planned unit development 
district Multi-family residential development within the R-3 and R-4 Zone District; 

32. Use of any structure vacant for more than ninety (90) days; 
43. Change of use from an existing use to a heretofore new use at that location; 
54.   New Development; or 
65.   Expansion of existing structures. 

B. A site development permit shall be secured prior to the issuance of a building permit for 
any of the items listed in 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, above. 

 
Section 23:  Section 17.60.040 of 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is hereby 
amended in part to read as follows: 
 
17.60.040- Application—Criteria for review. 
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A. Site development permits may be granted by the city planner community development 
director, the planning commission or the city council. Within forty-five (45) days of the 
receipt of any application for a site development permit, the city planner planning 
director shall review the application and render hisa decision to approve, conditionally 
approve, or deny the application. In reviewing any such application, the following should 
be considered: 
1. Compliance with all applicable laws and ordinances; 
2. Compliance with all applicable city policies duly adopted by a majority vote of the 

planning commission or the city council; and 
3. Conformance to latest accepted planning and engineering standards covering the 

following area: site layout, building appearance and structural design, landscaping, 
water and sewer service and other utilities, surface drainage and erosion control, fire 
protection, access, traffic circulation and parking. 

B. Before approving or conditionally approving any such application, the city 
plannerplanning director shall find that under the circumstances of the particular case, the 
proposed use or buildings will not be detrimental to the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort 
or general welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood. 
 

C.  Level of Review:  The site development permit is subject to review by the council, 
commission or planning director as follows: 

1. Planning director - Review of the following projects that do not otherwise require 
commission review: 
a.  Remodeling of interior and/or exterior of existing buildings; 
b.  Change of use of existing buildings where no site improvements are required; 
c. Mobile home parks, travel trailer parks, airports and building complexes 

encompassing less than one (1) acre; 
d.  Existing structures vacant for more than 90 days; 
e.  New structures less than 1,000 square feet; 
f.  Expansion of existing structures of less than 50% and limited site improvements 

are required; 
g.  Multi-family residential development within the R-3 Zone district with a minimum 

development of, and not to exceed, 16 units per acre; or 
h.  Multi-family residential development within the R-4 Zone district with a minimum 

of, and not to exceed, 21 units per acre. 
2. Planning commission - Review of the following projects: 

a.  New development of 1,001 square feet or more; 
b.  Expansion of existing structures by more than 50%; 
c.  Change of use of existing structures where site improvements are required; 
d.  Mobile home parks, travel trailer parks, airports and building complexes 

encompassing more than one (1) acre; 
e.  All other development requiring a site development permit not listed in Subsection 

C.1, above. 
3. The planning director may refer review of a site development permit to the 

commission, or the commission may refer review of a site development permit to the 
council, for review and action.  Such referrals may be at the discretion of the referring 
body or person. 

4. Site development improvements are required consistent with Chapter 17.70. 
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Section 24: Section 17.60.050 of Chapter 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 
hereby amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:  

17.50.050 - Appeals.  
If the applicant or any aggrieved party is dissatisfied with the decision of the city 
plannerplanning director, he the applicant or any aggrieved party may appeal the decision in 
accordance with the procedures outlined in this chapter for the appeal of decisions on use 
permits.  

 
Section 25:  Section 17.60.060 of Chapter 17.60 of Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code is 

hereby amended to read, in its entirety, as follows: 

17.60.060 - Attachment of conditions.  
In granting a site development permit, the city plannerplanning director, planning 
commission or city council shall attach whatever conditions are reasonable and necessary to 
fulfill the intent and purposes of this chapter. Such conditions and the application as 
approved shall be a part of such site development permit, and all changes in the use of 
appearance of land or buildings permitted by such permit shall be in accordance with the 
specified conditions and application as approved.  Issuance of a site development permit 
may be made subject to guarantees and evidence that attached conditions are being or will 
be complied with.  

 
[END OF EXHIBIT “A”] 
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NOTICE BY THE ARVIN CITY COUNCIL 
OF ITS INTENT TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on February 26, 2019 at 6:00 pm, or as soon after as 
the matter may be heard, the City Council of the City of Arvin intends to adopt an 
Ordinance, entitled: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ARVIN, ADOPTING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 2019-01 TO ADD 
SECTION 17.02.505 AND AMEND SECTION 17.02.185, SECTION 
17.02.260, AND SECTION 17.02.655 OF CHAPTER 17.02 OF TITLE 
17; AMEND SECTION 17.05.020, SECTION 17.05.030 AND 
SECTIONS 17.05.050 THROUGH 17.05.080 OF CHAPTER 17.05 OF 
TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 17.10.080 OF CHAPTER 17.10 OF 
TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 17.12.020, SECTION 17.12.025, AND 
SECTION 17.12.070 OF CHAPTER 17.12 OF TITLE 17; AMEND 
SECTION 17.14.020 AND SECTION 17.14.070 OF CHAPTER 17.14 
OF TITLE 17; AMEND SECTION 17.50.150 OF CHAPTER 17.50 OF 
TITLE 17; AND AMEND SECTION 17.60.010, SECTION 17.60.040, 
SECTION 17.60.050, AND SECTION 17.60.060 OF CHAPTER 17.60 
OF TITLE 17 OF THE ARVIN MUNICIPAL CODE; AND ADOPT 
AN EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT. 
 

SUMMARY 
 
The proposed Ordinance would implement a number of work programs required by the 
adopted 2013-2023 Housing Element which require amendments to the City’s zoning 
ordinance that would bring the City’s codes into compliance with State of California 
Housing laws.  These updates include definitions, elimination of unit size in the R-2-7.5 
zone district, establishment of minimum housing unit densities for the R-3 and R-4 Zone 
Districts, clarifications to the role of the decision maker in reviewing projects, etc. 
 
A copy of the full text of the Ordinance is available for review in the Office of the City 
Clerk, City of Arvin, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203.  A copy is also available on 
the City’s website at Arvin.org.  Anyone having questions may contact the City Clerk at 
(661) 854-3134. 
 
  /s/_________________________ 
             Cecilia Vela, City Clerk 
       City of Arvin 
 
PUBLISHED: Bakersfield Californian, February 20, 2019 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Recommendation of Adoption of Text Amendment No. 2019-01, Proposing Amendments to 
Arvin Municipal Code, Title 17 Zoning 

 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Arvin, California, will conduct a public 
hearing, at which time you may be present and be heard to consider the following: 

 
• Adoption of a Resolution by the City Council Adopt Text Amendment No. 2019-01 To 

Add Section 17.02.505, Amend Section 17.02.185, Section 17.02.260, And Section 
17.02.655 Of Chapter 17.02 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.05.020, Section 17.05.030, 
and Sections 17.02.050 Through 17.05.080 Of Chapter 17.05 Of Title 17; Amend 
Section 17.10.080 Of Chapter 17.10 Of Title 17; Amend Section 17.12.020, Section 
17.12.025, And Section 17.12.070 Of Chapter 17.12 Of Title 17; Amend Section 
17.14.020 And Section 17.14.070 Of Chapter 17.14 Of Title 17; Amend Section 
17.50.150 Of Chapter 17.50 Of Title 17; And Amend Section 17.60.010, Section 
17.60.040, Section 17.60.050, And Section 17.60.060 Of Chapter 17.60 Of Title 17 Of 
The Arvin Municipal Code; And Adopt An Exemption Pursuant To The California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3). 

 

The purpose of the hearing is to consider a proposed ordinance updating the zoning ordinance of 
the Arvin Municipal Code consistent with the most recent adopted Housing Element of the Arvin 
General Plan. Among others, the updates address density bonus, transition and supportive 
housing, definition of “family,” establish minimum units per acre and units per site, removal of 
minimum unit size, establish no net loss program for high density residential zones, establish 
approval of high density residential by Site Development Permit, and related items. The updates 
to the ordinance will be city-wide, but as a practical matter will only apply to areas that are zoned 
residential. 

 
Additional information on the proposed project, including a copy of the proposed environmental 
findings as a hard copy or in electronic format, may be obtained from the City of Arvin, City 
Hall, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, California, 93203, or the City’s web site at www.arvin.org. 

 
All persons interested in this topic who have questions, would like to provide feedback, or who have 
comments, are invited to attend. If you challenge the approval or denial of these matters in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described 
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk, at or prior to, the public 
hearing. Address any communications or comments regarding the project to Cecilia Vela, City Clerk, 
at 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203, (661) 854-3134, cvela@arvin.org. 

 
Cecilia Vela, City Clerk 
Published: January 31, 2019, Bakersfield Californian 

 
 
 
 

Arvin City Council Public Hearing Information 
 

Date: February 12, 2019 
Time: 6:00 PM or as the Agenda permits 
Place: City of Arvin Council Chambers 

200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

EXCERPT FROM ADOPTED HOUSING ELEMENT– WORK PROJECT  

CITY OF ARVIN MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 ZONING CODE 

AMENDMENTS – DECEMBER 2018 

13.  Update and Amend the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance 

b) Density Bonus.  In July 2015, the City amended its Municipal Code (Ordinance No. 421) to 

establish a density bonus ordinance to comply with State law.  To further the City’s effort to 

encourage the development of affordable housing to extremely low-income households, 

the City will amend the density bonus ordinance to provide additional higher density 

incentives to developers who provide extremely low-income units, consistent with the 

mandates of law.   

With the recent addition of anti-displacement provisions under AB 2222, and modified 

parking standards for transit-accessible projects under AB 744, Arvin will update their 

density bonus ordinances to reflect these new State requirements.   

AB 2222 (effective January 2015), has made important changes to State density bonus law 

in an effort to help address potential displacement of existing tenants.  Specifically, AB 2222 

now prohibits an applicant from receiving a density bonus (and related incentives and 

waivers) unless the proposed housing development or condominium project would, at a 

minimum, maintain the number and proportion of affordable housing units within the 

proposed development, including affordable dwelling units that have been vacated or 

demolished in the five-year period preceding the application.  AB 2222 also increases the 

required affordability from 30 years or longer to 55 years or longer for all affordable rental 

units that qualified an applicant for a density bonus, and requires replacement rental units 

to be subject to a recorded affordability restriction for at least 55 years. If the units that 

qualified an applicant for a density bonus are affordable ownership units, they must be 

subject to an equity sharing model rather than a resale restriction.   

AB 744, signed into law in October 2015, further amends density bonus law to provide 

additional by-right reductions in parking for density bonus projects.  Specifically, for density 

bonus projects which include the maximum percentage of low income or very low income 

units (20% and 11%, respectively) and located within one-half mile of a major transit stop 

with unobstructed access, upon the request of the developer, the jurisdiction shall not 

impose a vehicular parking ratio, inclusive of handicapped and guest parking, that exceeds 

0.5 spaces per bedroom.  Senior rental housing (as defined in Sections 51.2 and 51.3 of the 

Civil Code) and housing for special needs populations (as defined in Section 51312 of the 

Health and Safety Code) also qualify for by-right parking reductions when either paratransit 

service is provided, or unobstructed access to a fixed bus route service that operates at least 

eight times per day is available within one-half mile.  Since there are no major transit stops 

within Arvin or in its vicinity, this amendment to the density bonus ordinance may not apply 
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to Arvin at this time; however, AB 744 should be included in the City’s density bonus 

ordinance.   

Objective:  Amend the current density bonus ordinance. 

Agency: City of Arvin  

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

c) Transitional and Supportive Housing.  The adoption of Ordinance No. 421 in July 2015, also 

amended Chapter 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code to include provisions for both transitional 

and supportive housing as required by State law.  Transitional housing is a type of housing for 

those transitioning from homelessness to permanent housing, and supportive housing is a type 

of housing for those with medical conditions that prevent them from living independently, and 

therefore, a certain level of support services is provided.   

While Ordinance No. 421 permits both transitional and supportive housing in all residential 

zones, in order to comply with State law, the City will amend the zoning ordinance to explicitly 

state that both types of housing be treated as residential uses and subject to the same 

permitting and standards as similar residential uses of the same type in the same zone.   

Objective:  Amend the zoning ordinance to comply with State law on transitional and 

supportive housing. 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

d) Family.  Currently, the Arvin Municipal Code Section 17.02.260 defines “Family” to mean an 

individual, or two or more persons related by blood or marriage or legal adoption, or a group 

of six or fewer unrelated person, living in a dwelling.  In order to comply with State law, the 

City will amend the definition of “Family” to remove any reference to numerical limits on 

unrelated persons and occupancy standards based on familial status.   

Objective:  Amend the Municipal Code to redefine “Family”. 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

e) Minimum Units Per Acre and Units Per Site.  In 2012, the City adopted Resolution No. 2012-

34 which included amendments to increase the maximum density permitted in the High 

Residential Density land use designation from 16 units/acre to 24 units/acre, and permit 

owner-occupied and rental multiple-family residential uses that meet the development 
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standards of the underlying zone (R-3 and R-4) by-right without a CUP or any other local 

discretionary action.  In order to comply with Government Code Section 65583.2(h) and (i), 

the Zoning Ordinance will be amended to require: 

▪ A minimum density of 16 residential units per acre in the R-3 zone and 21 units per acre 

in the R-4 zone.     

▪ Adequate sites in the R-3 zone to be of suitable size to accommodate a minimum of 16 

units per site; and  

▪ Elimination of  any vague and ambiguous requirements, and clearly define the specific 

role and decision making authority of the City's Community Development Department 

Director, Planning Commission and City Council. 

Objective:  Amend the development standards in the R-3 and R-4 zoning ordinances. 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

f) Remove Minimum Unit Size.  The City will amend the development standard in the R-2-7.5. 

zone to remove the minimum unit size requirement of 1,200 square feet.  By removing the 

minimum unit size require for this multi-family zone, housing costs per unit will be reduced, 

and thus, not constrain the development of affordable housing in the City.   

Objective:  Amend the development standard of R-2-7.5 zoning ordinance 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

g) Rezone Land to Accommodate the Shortfall of Affordable Housing from the 2008-2013 

Housing Element.   

In the fourth-cycle 2008-2013 Arvin Housing Element, the objective of Housing Program 7 

(Update and Amend the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance) was to create opportunities 

for at least 269 lower income households.  In 2013, the Arvin City Council adopted Ordinance 

411, which introduced a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay Zone (MUO) and changed 

the zoning designation of certain properties.  As part of this Ordinance, the zoning on a 10.7-

acre vacant parcel (APN 189-351-37) located at the southwest corner of Sycamore Road and 

Meyer Street was amended from R-3 to R-4.  Assuming the minimum default density of 20 

units per acre on this R-4 site, there would be a potential for 214 housing units.  However, 

since the objective of Housing Program 7 under the fourth-cycle 2008-2013 Arvin Housing 

Element was to create 269 lower-income units, there remained a shortfall of 55 units.  

Therefore, the City proposes to rezone a 6.8-acre parcel (APN 190-030-48) at the southwest 
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corner of Tejon Highway and the easterly extension of Varsity Road from R-3 to R-4.  The 

property owner has agreed to this zone change.  Together with proposed Housing Program 

13(e) Minimum Units Per Acre and Units Per Site, which establishes a minimum density of 

21 units per acre in the R-4 zone, an additional 142 multi-family units could be 

accommodated on this parcel – exceeding the required 55 units.   

Objective:  Amend zoning for APN 190-030-48 from R-3 to R-4.    

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

 

Adequate Sites Monitoring Program 

To ensure that the net future housing capacity can accommodate the City’s RHNA figures, the 

City will continue to maintain an inventory of adequate housing sites for each income category, 

especially those properties identified in Appendices B and C of this Housing Element.  This 

inventory will detail the amount, type, size, and location of vacant land, recyclable properties 

and parcels that are candidates for consolidation to assist developers identify land suitable for 

residential development.  The City will annually update the inventory and the number of net 

units constructed in each income category for that year.  If the inventory indicates a shortage of 

adequate sites to accommodate the remaining share of the City's regional housing need, the 

City will identify alternative sites so that there is “no net loss” of residential capacity pursuant 

to Government Code Section 65863.   

To facilitate the annual evaluation, the City will continue to implement a formal ongoing project-

by-project procedure pursuant to Government Code Section 65863 which will evaluate the 

identified capacity in the sites inventory relative to projects or other actions potentially reducing 

density and identity additional sites as necessary.  This procedure and annual evaluation will 

address land zoned for non-residential or mixed use to determine whether these sites are being 

developed for uses other than residential.  If the City finds non-residential uses occurring on 

mixed use or non-residentially zoned sites, the City will identify and establish additional sites 

and/or incentives within six (6) months following the annual evaluation to promote residential 

development, particularly on sites zoned higher density. 

Further, as part of the annual evaluation, the City will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of 

programs and incentives to encourage lot consolidation and residential development on non-

vacant sites sufficient to accommodate the City's housing needs.  The evaluation will consider 

criteria such as interest in development, project proposals and approvals, lot consolidations, 

proposed and approved densities, impacts on development costs and the development of 

housing affordable to lower income households.  If these programs are not effective in 

encouraging and facilitating the redevelopment of identified sites to provide sufficient 
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opportunities to accommodate the City’s housing needs, alternative strategies and sites will be 

identified and established within six months following the annual evaluation. 

Objectives: 1) Maintain an up-to-date inventory of adequate housing sites for each 

income category on the City's website 

2) Perform an annual evaluation to determine whether sites are being 

utilized for residential development and monitor the effectiveness of 

programs and incentives 

Agency: City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame: Annually evaluation during the 2017-2023 period with additional sites 

and/or incentives within six months of the evaluation, if needed.  The 

annual evaluation will be conducted in February/March of each year, prior 

to the submittal of the annual Housing Element Progress Report to HCD at 

the end of March.   

Local Plan and Standard Review 

The City supports the use of innovative building techniques, and the use of cost-reducing 

ownership patterns within the City as a means of facilitating the production of affordable 

housing.  The City will continue to review its General Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and development 

standards to determine if modifications are needed to accommodate such housing forms.   

In addition, the City will review the Municipal Code to determine if its current development 

application process time hinders the feasibility of developing affordable housing.  Should the 

City find that processing times are a constraint to affordable housing development; the City shall 

revise discretionary processing and approval procedures, as needed.  The City shall also 

investigate discretionary processes that may be appropriately handled through administrative 

processing. 

Objectives:   Facilitate the production of affordable for-sale and rental housing   

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame:  Annually 2017-2023  

Housing No Net Loss Program 

To ensure that the housing opportunity sites identified in the 2013-2023 Housing Element are 

available throughout the planning period to meet the City’s RHNA, the City will annually 

implement the following:  

▪ Update the Housing Element adequate sites inventory to determine the amount, type 

and size of vacant and underutilized parcels suitable for residential development.   
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▪ Develop a formal ongoing (project-by-project, parcel-by-parcel) evaluation procedure 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65863. 

▪ Report on the number of extremely low, very low, low, moderate and above moderate-

income housing units constructed annually. 

▪ Should an approval of development result in a reduction of capacity below the 

residential capacity needed to accommodate the remaining need for lower-income 

households, the City will identify and zone sufficient sites to accommodate the shortfall.  

Objective: Develop an evaluation procedure to implement Government Code Section 

65863.   

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing: General Fund  

Time Frame: Annually 2017-2023 
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GOVERNMENT CODE  
SECTION 65915-65918 

65915. (a) When an applicant seeks a density bonus for a housing 
development within, or for the donation of land for housing within, 
the jurisdiction of a city, county, or city and county, that local 
government shall provide the applicant incentives or concessions for 
the production of housing units and child care facilities as 
prescribed in this section. All cities, counties, or cities and 
counties shall adopt an ordinance that specifies how compliance with 
this section will be implemented. 

(b) A city, county, or city and county shall grant a density 
bonus and incentives or concessions described in subdivision (d) 
when the applicant for the housing development seeks and agrees to 
construct at least any one of the following: 

(1) Ten percent of the total units of a housing development for 
lower income households, as defined in Section 50079.5 of the Health 
and Safety Code. 

(2) Five percent of the total units of a housing development for 
very low income households, as defined in Section 50105 of the 
Health and Safety Code. 

(3) A senior citizen housing development as defined in 
Sections 51.3 and 51.12 of the Civil Code. 

(4) Ten percent of the total dwelling units in a condominium 
project as defined in subdivision (f) of, or in a planned 
development as defined in subdivision (k) of, Section 1351 of the 
Civil Code, for persons and families of moderate income, as defined 
in Section 50093 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(c) (1) An applicant shall agree to, and the city, county, or city 
and county shall ensure, continued affordability of all lower income 
density bonus units for 30 years or a longer period of time if 
required by the construction or mortgage financing assistance 
program, mortgage insurance program, or rental subsidy program. 
Those units targeted for lower income households, as defined in 
Section 50079.5 of the Health and Safety Code, shall be affordable 
at a rent that does not exceed 30 percent of 60 percent of area 
median income. Those units targeted for very low income households, 
as defined in Section 50105 of the Health and Safety Code, shall be 
affordable at a rent that does not exceed 30 percent of 50 percent 
of area median income. 

(2) An applicant shall agree to, and the city, county, or city 
and county shall ensure that, the initial occupant of the 
moderate-income units that are directly related to the receipt of the 
density bonus in the condominium project as defined in subdivision (f) 
of, or in the planned unit development as defined in subdivision (k) 
of, Section 1351 of the Civil Code, are persons and families of 
moderate income, as defined in Section 50093 of the Health and Safety 
Code. Upon resale, the seller of the unit shall retain the value of 
any improvements, the downpayment, and the seller's proportionate 
share of appreciation. The local government shall recapture its 
proportionate share of appreciation, which shall then be used within 
three years for any of the purposes described in subdivision (e) of 
Section 33334.2 of the Health and Safety Code that promote 
homeownership. For purposes of this subdivision, the local 
government's proportionate share of appreciation shall be equal to the 
percentage by which the initial sale price to the moderate-income 
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household was less than the fair market value of the home at the 
time of initial sale. 

(d) (1) An applicant may submit to a city, county, or city and 
county a proposal for the specific incentives or concessions that the 
applicant requests pursuant to this section, and may request a 
meeting with the city, county, or city and county. The city, county, 
or city and county shall grant the concession or incentive requested 
by the applicant unless the city, county, or city and county makes a 
written finding, based upon substantial evidence, of either of the 
following: 

(A) The concession or incentive is not required in order to 
provide for affordable housing costs, as defined in Section 50052.5 
of the Health and Safety Code, or for rents for the targeted units to 
be set as specified in subdivision (c). 

(B) The concession or incentive would have a specific adverse 
impact, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 
65589.5, upon public health and safety or the physical environment or 
on any real property that is listed in the California Register of 
Historical Resources and for which there is no feasible method to 
satisfactorily mitigate or avoid the specific adverse impact without 
rendering the development unaffordable to low- and moderate-income 
households. 

(2) The applicant shall receive the following number of 
incentives or concessions: 

(C) One incentive or concession for projects that include at 
least 10 percent of the total units for lower income households, at 
least 5 percent for very low income households, or at least 10 
percent for persons and families of moderate income in a condominium 
or planned development. 

(D) Two incentives or concessions for projects that include at 
least 20 percent of the total units for lower income households, at 
least 10 percent for very low income households, or at least 20 
percent for persons and families of moderate income in a condominium 
or planned development. 

(E) Three incentives or concessions for projects that include at 
least 30 percent of the total units for lower income households, at 
least 15 percent for very low income households, or at least 30 
percent for persons and families of moderate income in a condominium 
or planned development. 

 
(3) The applicant may initiate judicial proceedings if the city, county, or city and 
county refuses to grant a requested density bonus, incentive, or concession. If a 
court finds that the refusal to grant a requested density bonus, incentive, or 
concession is in violation of this section, the court shall award the plaintiff 
reasonable attorney's fees and costs of suit.  
 
Nothing in this subdivision shall be interpreted to require a local government to 
grant an incentive or concession that has a specific, adverse impact, as defined in 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 65589.5, upon health, safety, or the 
physical environment, and for which there is no feasible method to satisfactorily 
mitigate or avoid the specific adverse impact.  
 
Nothing in this subdivision shall be interpreted to require a local government to 
grant an incentive or concession that would have an adverse impact on any real 
property that is listed in the California Register of Historical Resources.  
 
The city, county, or city and county shall establish procedures for carrying out 
this section, that shall include legislative body approval of the means of 
compliance with this section.  
 
The city, county, or city and county shall also establish procedures for waiving or 
modifying development and zoning standards that would otherwise inhibit the 
utilization of the density bonus on specific sites.  
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These procedures shall include, but not be limited to, such items 
as minimum lot size, side yard setbacks, and placement of public 
works improvements 

(e) In no case may a city, county, or city and county apply any 
development standard that will have the effect of precluding the 
construction of a development meeting the criteria of subdivision (b) 
at the densities or with the concessions or incentives permitted by 
this section. An applicant may submit to a city, county, or city and 
county a proposal for the waiver or reduction of development 
standards and may request a meeting with the city, county, or city 
and county. If a court finds that the refusal to grant a waiver or 
reduction of development standards is in violation of this section, 
the court shall award the plaintiff reasonable attorney's fees and 
costs of suit. Nothing in this subdivision shall be interpreted to 
require a local government to waive or reduce development standards 
if the waiver or reduction would have a specific, adverse impact, as 
defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 65589.5, upon 
health, safety, or the physical environment, and for which there is 
no feasible method to satisfactorily mitigate or avoid the specific 
adverse impact. Nothing in this subdivision shall be interpreted to 
require a local government to waive or reduce development standards 
that would have an adverse impact on any real property that is listed 
in the California Register of Historical Resources. 

(a) The applicant shall show that the waiver or modification 
is necessary to make the housing units economically feasible. 

(b) (1) For the purposes of this chapter, except as provided in 
paragraph (2), "density bonus" means a density increase of at least 
20 percent, unless a lesser percentage is elected by the applicant, 
over the otherwise maximum allowable residential density under the 
applicable zoning ordinance and land use element of the general plan 
as of the date of application by the applicant to the city, county, 
or city and county. The amount of density bonus to which the 
applicant is entitled shall vary according to the amount by which 
the percentage of affordable housing units exceeds the percentage 
established in subdivision (b). For each 1 percent increase above 10 
percent in the percentage of units affordable to lower income 
households, the density bonus shall be increased by 1.5 percent up 
to a maximum of 35 percent. For each 1 percent increase above 5 
percent in the percentage of units affordable to very low income 
households, the density bonus shall be increased by 2.5 percent up 
to a maximum of 35 percent. All density calculations resulting in 
fractional units shall be rounded up to the next whole number. The 
granting of a density bonus shall not be interpreted, in and of 
itself, to require a general plan amendment, local coastal plan 
amendment, zoning change, or other discretionary approval. The 
density bonus shall not be included when determining the number of 
housing units that is equal to 5 or 10 percent of the total. The 
density bonus shall apply to housing developments consisting of five 
or more dwelling units. 

(2) For the purposes of this chapter, if a development does not 
meet the requirements of paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subdivision 
(b), but the applicant agrees or proposes to construct a condominium 
project as defined in subdivision (f) of, or a planned development as 
defined in subdivision (k) of, Section 1351 of the Civil Code, in 
which at least 10 percent of the total dwelling units are reserved for 
persons and families of moderate income, as defined in Section 50093 
of the Health and Safety Code, a "density bonus" of at least 5 percent 
shall be granted, unless a lesser percentage is elected by the 
applicant, over the otherwise maximum allowable residential density 
under the applicable zoning ordinance and land use element of 
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the general plan as of the date of application by the applicant to 
the city, county, or city and county. For each 1 percent increase 
above 10 percent of the percentage of units affordable to 
moderate-income households, the density bonus shall be increased by 1 
percent up to a maximum of 35 percent. All density calculations 
resulting in fractional units shall be rounded up to the next whole 
number. The granting of a density bonus shall not be interpreted, in 
and of itself, to require a general plan amendment, local coastal 
plan amendment, zoning change, or other discretionary approval. The 
density bonus shall not be included when determining the number of 
housing units that is equal to 10 percent of the total. The density 
bonus shall apply to housing developments consisting of five or more 
dwelling units. 

(h) When an applicant for a tentative subdivision map, parcel map, 
or other residential development approval donates land to a city, 
county, or city and county as provided for in this subdivision, the 
applicant shall be entitled to a 15 percent increase above the 
otherwise maximum allowable residential density under the applicable 
zoning ordinance and land use element of the general plan for the 
entire development. For each 1 percent increase above the minimum 10 
percent land donation described in paragraph (2) of this 
subdivision, the density bonus shall be increased by 1 percent, up to 
a maximum of 35 percent. This increase shall be in addition to any 
increase in density mandated by subdivision (b), up to a maximum 
combined mandated density increase of 35 percent if an applicant 
seeks both the increase required pursuant to this subdivision and 
subdivision (b). All density calculations resulting in fractional 
units shall be rounded up to the next whole number. Nothing in this 
subdivision shall be construed to enlarge or diminish the authority 
of a city, county, or city and county to require a developer to 
donate land as a condition of development. An applicant shall be 
eligible for the increased density bonus described in this 
subdivision if all of the following conditions are met: 

(5) The applicant donates and transfers the land no later than 
the date of approval of the final subdivision map, parcel map, or 
residential development application. 

(6) The developable acreage and zoning classification of the land 
being transferred are sufficient to permit construction of units 
affordable to very low income households in an amount not less than 
10 percent of the number of residential units of the proposed 
development. 

(7) The transferred land is at least one acre in size or of 
sufficient size to permit development of at least 40 units, has the 
appropriate general plan designation, is appropriately zoned for 
development as affordable housing, and is or will be served by 
adequate public facilities and infrastructure. The land shall have 
appropriate zoning and development standards to make the development 
of the affordable units feasible. No later than the date of approval 
of the final subdivision map, parcel map, or of the residential 
development, the transferred land shall have all of the permits and 
approvals, other than building permits, necessary for the development 
of the very low income housing units on the transferred land, except 
that the local government may subject the proposed development to 
subsequent design review to the extent authorized by subdivision (i) 
of Section 65583.2 if the design is not reviewed by the local 
government prior to the time of transfer. 

(8) The transferred land and the affordable units shall be 
subject to a deed restriction ensuring continued affordability of the 
units consistent with paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (c), 
which shall be recorded on the property at the time of dedication. 
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(5) The land is transferred to the local agency or to a housing 
developer approved by the local agency. The local agency may require 
the applicant to identify and transfer the land to the developer. 

(9) The transferred land shall be within the boundary of the 
proposed development or, if the local agency agrees, within one-
quarter mile of the boundary of the proposed development. 

(i) (1) When an applicant proposes to construct a housing 
development that conforms to the requirements of subdivision (b) and 
includes a child care facility that will be located on the premises 
of, as part of, or adjacent to, the project, the city, county, or 
city and county shall grant either of the following: 

(F) An additional density bonus that is an amount of square feet 
of residential space that is equal to or greater than the amount of 
square feet in the child care facility. 

(G) An additional concession or incentive that contributes 
significantly to the economic feasibility of the construction of the 
child care facility. 

(2) The city, county, or city and county shall require, as a 
condition of approving the housing development, that the following 
occur: 

(H) The child care facility shall remain in operation for a period 
of time that is as long as or longer than the period of time during 
which the density bonus units are required to remain affordable 
pursuant to subdivision (c). 

(I) Of the children who attend the child care facility, the 
children of very low income households, lower income households, or 
families of moderate income shall equal a percentage that is equal to 
or greater than the percentage of dwelling units that are required 
for very low income households, lower income households, or families 
of moderate income pursuant to subdivision (b). 

(3) Notwithstanding any requirement of this subdivision, a city, 
county, or a city and county shall not be required to provide a 
density bonus or concession for a child care facility if it finds, 
based upon substantial evidence, that the community has adequate 
child care facilities. 

(4) "Child care facility," as used in this section, means a child 
day care facility other than a family day care home, including, but 
not limited to, infant centers, preschools, extended day care 
facilities, and schoolage child care centers. 

(j) "Housing development," as used in this section, means one or 
more groups of projects for residential units constructed in the 
planned development of a city, county, or city and county. For the 
purposes of this section, "housing development" also includes a 
subdivision or a planned unit development or condominium project, as 
defined in Section 1351 of the Civil Code, approved by a city, 
county, or city and county and consists of residential units or 
unimproved residential lots and either a project to substantially 
rehabilitate and convert an existing commercial building to 
residential use or the substantial rehabilitation of an existing 
multifamily dwelling, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 
65863.4, where the result of the rehabilitation would be a net 
increase in available residential units. For the purpose of 
calculating a density bonus, the residential units do not have to be 
based upon individual subdivision maps or parcels. The density bonus 
shall be permitted in geographic areas of the housing development 
other than the areas where the units for the lower income households 
are located. 

(k) The granting of a concession or incentive shall not be 
interpreted, in and of itself, to require a general plan amendment, 
local coastal plan amendment, zoning change, or other discretionary 
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approval. This provision is declaratory of existing law. 
(l) For the purposes of this chapter, concession or incentive 

means any of the following: 
(10) A reduction in site development standards or a 

modification of zoning code requirements or architectural design 
requirements that exceed the minimum building standards approved by 
the California Building Standards Commission as provided in Part 2.5 
(commencing with Section 18901) of Division 13 of the Health and 
Safety Code, including, but not limited to, a reduction in setback and 
square footage requirements and in the ratio of vehicular parking 
spaces that would otherwise be required that results in identifiable, 
financially sufficient, and actual cost reductions. 

(11) Approval of mixed use zoning in conjunction with the 
housing project if commercial, office, industrial, or other land 
uses will reduce the cost of the housing development and if the 
commercial, office, industrial, or other land uses are compatible 
with the housing project and the existing or planned development in 
the area where the proposed housing project will be located. 

(12) Other regulatory incentives or concessions proposed by 
the developer or the city, county, or city and county that result 
in identifiable, financially sufficient, and actual cost 
reductions. 

This subdivision does not limit or require the provision of direct 
financial incentives for the housing development, including the 
provision of publicly owned land, by the city, county, or city and 
county, or the waiver of fees or dedication requirements. 

(m) Nothing in this section shall be construed to supersede or 
in any way alter or lessen the effect or application of the 
California Coastal Act (Division 20 (commencing with Section 30000) 
of the Public Resources Code). 

(n) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit a city, 
county, or city and county from granting a density bonus greater than 
what is described in this section for a development that meets the 
requirements of this section or from granting a proportionately lower 
density bonus than what is required by this section for 
developments that do not meet the requirements of this section. 

(o) For purposes of this section, the following definitions 
shall apply: 

(13) "Development standard" includes site or construction 
conditions that apply to a residential development pursuant to any 
ordinance, general plan element, specific plan, charter amendment, or 
other local condition, law, policy, resolution, or regulation. 

(14) "Maximum allowable residential density" means the 
density allowed under the zoning ordinance, or if a range of 
density is permitted, means the maximum allowable density for the 
specific zoning range applicable to the project. 

(p) (1) Upon the request of the developer, no city, county, or 
city and county shall require a vehicular parking ratio, inclusive of 
handicapped and guest parking, of a development meeting the criteria 
of subdivision (b), that exceeds the following ratios: 

(J) Zero to one bedrooms: one onsite parking space. 
(K) Two to three bedrooms: two onsite parking spaces. 
(L) Four and more bedrooms: two and one-half parking spaces. 
(2) If the total number of parking spaces required for a 

development is other than a whole number, the number shall be rounded 
up to the next whole number. For purposes of this subdivision, a 
development may provide "onsite parking" through tandem parking or 
uncovered parking, but not through onstreet parking. 

(3) This subdivision shall apply to a development that meets the 
requirements of subdivision (b) but only at the request of the 
applicant. An applicant may request additional parking incentives or 
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concessions beyond those provided in this section, subject to  
subdivision (d). 

65915.5. (a) When an applicant for approval to convert apartments to 
a condominium project agrees to provide at least 33 percent of the 
total units of the proposed condominium project to persons and 
families of low or moderate income as defined in Section 50093 of the 
Health and Safety Code, or 15 percent of the total units of the 
proposed condominium project to lower income households as defined in 
Section 50079.5 of the Health and Safety Code, and agrees to pay for 
the reasonably necessary administrative costs incurred by a city, 
county, or city and county pursuant to this section, the city, 
county, or city and county shall either (1) grant a density bonus or 
(2) provide other incentives of equivalent financial value. A city, 
county, or city and county may place such reasonable conditions on 
the granting of a density bonus or other incentives of equivalent 
financial value as it finds appropriate, including, but not limited 
to, conditions which assure continued affordability of units to 
subsequent purchasers who are persons and families of low and 
moderate income or lower income households. 

(b) For purposes of this section, "density bonus" means an 
increase in units of 25 percent over the number of apartments, to 
be provided within the existing structure or structures proposed 
for conversion. 

(c) For purposes of this section, "other incentives of equivalent 
financial value" shall not be construed to require a city, county, or 
city and county to provide cash transfer payments or other monetary 
compensation but may include the reduction or waiver of requirements 
which the city, county, or city and county might otherwise apply as 
conditions of conversion approval. 

(d) An applicant for approval to convert apartments to a 
condominium project may submit to a city, county, or city and county 
a preliminary proposal pursuant to this section prior to the 
submittal of any formal requests for subdivision map approvals. The 
city, county, or city and county shall, within 90 days of receipt of 
a written proposal, notify the applicant in writing of the manner in 
which it will comply with this section. The city, county, or city and 
county shall establish procedures for carrying out this section, which 
shall include legislative body approval of the means of 
compliance with this section. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a city, 
county, or city and county to approve a proposal to convert 
apartments to condominiums. 

(f) An applicant shall be ineligible for a density bonus or other 
incentives under this section if the apartments proposed for 
conversion constitute a housing development for which a density bonus 
or other incentives were provided under Section 65915. 

65916. Where there is a direct financial contribution to a housing 
development pursuant to Section 65915 through participation in cost 
of infrastructure, write-down of land costs, or subsidizing the cost 
of construction, the city, county, or city and county shall assure 
continued availability for low- and moderate-income units for 30 
years. When appropriate, the agreement provided for in Section 65915 
shall specify the mechanisms and procedures necessary to carry out 
this section. 
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65917. In enacting this chapter it is the intent of the Legislature 
that the density bonus or other incentives offered by the city, 
county, or city and county pursuant to this chapter shall contribute 
significantly to the economic feasibility of lower income housing in 
proposed housing developments. In the absence of an agreement by a 
developer in accordance with Section 65915, a locality shall not 
offer a density bonus or any other incentive that would undermine the 
intent of this chapter. 

65917.5. (a) As used in this section, the following terms shall 
have the following meanings: 

(1) "Child care facility" means a facility installed, operated, 
and maintained under this section for the nonresidential care of 
children as defined under applicable state licensing requirements for 
the facility. 

(2) "Density bonus" means a floor area ratio bonus over the 
otherwise maximum allowable density permitted under the applicable 
zoning ordinance and land use elements of the general plan of a city, 
including a charter city, city and county, or county of: 

(A) A maximum of five square feet of floor area for each one 
square foot of floor area contained in the child care facility for 
existing structures. 

(B) A maximum of 10 square feet of floor area for each one 
square foot of floor area contained in the child care facility for 
new structures. 

For purposes of calculating the density bonus under this 
section, both indoor and outdoor square footage requirements for 
the child care facility as set forth in applicable state child care 
licensing requirements shall be included in the floor area of the 
child care facility. 

(3) "Developer" means the owner or other person, including a 
lessee, having the right under the applicable zoning ordinance of a 
city council, including a charter city council, city and county board 
of supervisors, or county board of supervisors to make application for 
development approvals for the development or redevelopment of a 
commercial or industrial project. 

(4) "Floor area" means as to a commercial or industrial project, 
the floor area as calculated under the applicable zoning ordinance of 
a city council, including a charter city council, city and county 
board of supervisors, or county board of supervisors and as to a 
child care facility, the total area contained within the exterior 
walls of the facility and all outdoor areas devoted to the use of the 
facility in accordance with applicable state child care licensing 
requirements. 

(b) A city council, including a charter city council, city and 
county board of supervisors, or county board of supervisors may 
establish a procedure by ordinance to grant a developer of a 
commercial or industrial project, containing at least 50,000 square 
feet of floor area, a density bonus when that developer has set aside 
at least 2,000 square feet of floor area and 3,000 outdoor square feet 
to be used for a child care facility. The granting of a bonus shall 
not preclude a city council, including a charter city council, city 
and county board of supervisors, or county board of supervisors from 
imposing necessary conditions on the project or on the 
additional square footage. Projects constructed under this section 
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shall conform to height, setback, lot coverage, architectural review, 
site plan review, fees, charges, and other health, safety, and 
zoning requirements generally applicable to construction in the zone 
in which the property is located. A consortium with more than one 
developer may be permitted to achieve the threshold amount for the 
available density bonus with each developer's density bonus equal to 
the percentage participation of the developer. This facility may be 
located on the project site or may be located offsite as agreed upon 
by the developer and local agency. If the child care facility is not 
located on the site of the project, the local agency shall determine 
whether the location of the child care facility is appropriate and 
whether it conforms with the intent of this section. The child care 
facility shall be of a size to comply with all state licensing 
requirements in order to accommodate at least 40 children. 

(c) The developer may operate the child care facility itself 
or may contract with a licensed child care provider to operate the 
facility. In all cases, the developer shall show ongoing 
coordination with a local child care resource and referral network or 
local governmental child care coordinator in order to qualify for the 
density bonus. 

(g) If the developer uses space allocated for child care facility 
purposes, in accordance with subdivision (b), for any purposes other 
than for a child care facility, an assessment based on the square 
footage of the project may be levied and collected by the city 
council, including a charter city council, city and county board of 
supervisors, or county board of supervisors. The assessment shall be 
consistent with the market value of the space. If the developer fails 
to have the space allocated for the child care facility within three 
years, from the date upon which the first temporary certificate of 
occupancy is granted, an assessment based on the square footage of the 
project may be levied and collected by the city council, including a 
charter city council, city and county board of 
supervisors, or county board of supervisors in accordance with 
procedures to be developed by the legislative body of the city 
council, including a charter city council, city and county board of 
supervisors, or county board of supervisors. The assessment shall be 
consistent with the market value of the space. Any penalty levied 
against a consortium of developers shall be charged to each developer 
in an amount equal to the developer's percentage square feet 
participation. Funds collected pursuant to this subdivision shall be 
deposited by the city council, including a charter city council, city 
and county board of supervisors, or county board of supervisors into 
a special account to be used for childcare services or child care 
facilities. 

(h) Once the child care facility has been established, prior to 
the closure, change in use, or reduction in the physical size of, the 
facility, the city, city council, including a charter city council, 
city and county board of supervisors, or county board of supervisors 
shall be required to make a finding that the need for child care is no 
longer present, or is not present to the same degree as it was at the 
time the facility was established. 

(i) The requirements of Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 66000) 
and of the amendments made to Sections 53077, 54997, and 54998, by 
Chapter 1002 of the Statutes of 1987 shall not apply to actions taken 
in accordance with this section. 

(j) This section shall not apply to a voter-approved 
ordinance adopted by referendum or initiative. 
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65918. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to charter  
cities. 
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CITY OF ARVIN  

Staff Report 
 

Meeting Date: February 26, 2019 

TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Jake Raper, City Planner   
 Jerry Breckinridge, City Manager 
 
 
SUBJECT:  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVIN INITIATING 

AMENDMENT(S) TO THE CITY’S SPHERE OF INFLUENCE (SOI) AND ADOPTING 
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends to open the hearing, allow for public testimony, close the hearing and  
approve the Resolution Initiating Amendment(s) to the City’s Sphere of Influence (SOI) and 
Adopting a Negative Declaration.   
 
BACKGROUND:  
This matter is before the City Council for initiation (or re-initiation as may be warranted) of an 
application to amend the City’s sphere of influence, and adoption of a Negative Declaration, so 
LAFCo can consider and approve the City’s application .  If the Resolution is approved by the 
Council, proposed additions to the City’s Municipal Code etc., will be presented to the Council 
for approval at a future date. 
 
By way of background, the City Council Adopted Resolution No. 2018-68 on October 2, 2018 
authorizing an application for, and the initiation of a sphere of influence amendment and 
approving a professional services agreement with Provost and Prichard to update the proposed 
application to Kern County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo).   The resolution 
authorized the City Manager to act on behalf and for the City of Arvin and City Council, 
Attachment 2. 
 
City Staff meet with Kern County officials on November 15, 2018 as is required by Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000.  The meeting addressed several 
items which included the land area proposed by sphere of influence amendment, the 
environmental analysis completed for the application before LAFCo Commission, and a MOU 
relating to a master property tax sharing agreement.    Based on this meeting, Staff prepared an 
Alternative Sphere of Influence - November 2018, Exhibit B which reduces the propoed area for 
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the SOI adjustment.  Staff also completed an initial study which addresses both the Preferred 
Sphere of Influence area, Exhibit A and the Alternative Sphere of Influence, Exhibit B which 
concluded that a Negative Declaration is the appropriate environmental document for the project.   
Staff is also coordinating with Kern County staff in the development of a Master Property Tax 
Sharing Agreement.   
 
The City, in coordination with Provost and Prichard, completed the LAFCo Application and 
submitted same.   LAFCo Staff schedule the public hearing for December 5, 2018 and, at the 
request of the City of Arvin Staff, continued the public hearing to February 2019.   Staff in 
coordination with LAFCo Staff requested another continuance to April 2019 in order to complete 
the environmental review and to coordinate with Kern County staff in the development of a 
Memorandum of Understanding relating to a master property sharing agreement, which is 
anticipated to be provided to the City Council for consideration at a future meeting.   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS:    
Staff completed an initial study and based on the information and comments received a proposed 
Negative Declaration was prepared.  Staff distributed the Notice of Completion both to the State 
Clearinghouse and to local interested and responsible agencies that may have an interest in the 
proposed project.  The transmittal included the Notice of Completion, the initial study, Notice of 
Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration.   The public review period for the Notice of Completion 
was from January 18, 2019 to February 19, 2019.  All reports and comments are on file at the 
City Clerks office located at 200 Campus Drive Arvin.   A public hearing notice dated January 
15, 2019 was published in the Bakersfield Californian setting the public hearing for February 26, 
2019 for the City Council consideration of accepting the Negative Declaration as the appropriate 
environmental document for the proposed project, Attachment 1.   
 
As of this date, no negative comments have been received by Staff that object to the City’s 
adoption of a Negative Declaration for the project. A Negative Declaration is appropriate as the 
project will not have a significant effect upon the environment and no mitigation is required. The 
reasons to support such a finding are documented in the Initial Study attached to this report. 
 
PROPOSED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AREA:    
The initial study addressed the preferred area as well as the alternate area proposed for the 
amendment to the sphere of influence.  The City has identified a Preferred SOI, Exhibit A and an 
Alternative SOI, Exhibit B. The Preferred SOI would allow for an expansion to the City's SOI 
from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres, an increase of 3,491 acres. In the 
event that the board of the Local Agency Formation Commission, does not find the preferred 
SOI to be warranted at this time, the city is proposing an Alternative SOI, Exhibit B, that would 
allow for an expansion to the City's SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 5,159 
acres, an increase of 1,995 acres.   

Both the Preferred and Alternate SOI areas include areas designated as Opportunity Zones.  The 
two census tracts 63.03 and 63.04, with the designation of Opportunity Zones which allow 
private investors to receive reductions in capital gains taxes.  By incorporation these areas within 
the proposed City’s Sphere of Influence (SOI), the City may entice new development.  The 
proposed SOI would also include the Disadvantaged Unincorporated Community known as the 
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Edmondson Tract located north of the City. The attached maps showing the Preferred and 
Alternate, Exhibits A and B sphere of influence amendment illustrates the proposed areas to be 
established as the City’s SOI.  The SOI is the first step required to expand the City boundaries in 
the future. The increase will provide further opportunity for economic development and private 
investment including new commercial and residential development. 
 
If LAFCo approves the City’s application, the City will be required to update its General Plan 
before future development can be annexed into the City and occur within what is now proposed 
to be the expanded SOI.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S) AND EXHIBIT(S): 
Resolution Initiating Amendment(s) to the City’s Sphere of Influence (SOI) and Adopting a 
Negative Declaration. 
 
Exhibit A:  Preferred Sphere of Influence - Diagram 
Exhibit B.  Alternative Sphere of Influence - November 2018 - Diagram  
Attachment 1:  Public Hearing Notice  
Attachment 2:  Resolution No. 2018-68  
 
Documents on File at City Clerk’s Office:  

1. Summary Form for Document Submission to State Clearing House  
2. NOC - SOI MSR WA Text Amendment 
3. Arvin SOI Initial Study 
4. City of Arvin MSR 2018 final - 1 
5. Arvin App A - Draft WA Ordinance 
6. Arvin App B - Arvin CIP  
7. Arvin App C - 2017 Consumers Confidence Report 
8. Arvin App D - 2018-2019 Budget 
9. Native American Consultation 
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RESOLUTION  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARVIN 
INITIATING AMENDMENT(S) TO THE CITY’S SPHERE OF 
INFLUENCE (SOI) AND ADOPTING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council Adopted Resolution No. 2018-68 on October 2, 2018 

authorizing an application for, and the initiation of a sphere of influence amendment and 
approving a professional services agreement with Provost and Prichard to update the proposed 
application to Kern County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo); and    
 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2018-68 authorized the City Manager to act on behalf and 
for the City of Arvin and City Council; and  
. 

WHEREAS, City Staff meet with Kern County officials regarding the proposed Sphere 
of Influence amendment on November 15, 2018 as is required by Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local 
Government Reorganization Act of 2000; and 
 

WHEREAS, the meeting addressed several items which included the land area proposed 
by sphere of influence amendment, the environmental analysis completed for the application 
before Kern County LAFCo, and a MOU relating to a master property tax sharing agreement; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, based on this meeting, Staff prepared an and prepared an initial study 
resulting in a proposed Negative Declaration which addressed the Preferred Sphere of Influence, 
Exhibit A and Alternative Sphere of Influence – November 2018 Exhibit B; and  

WHEREAS, the Preferred SOI would allow for an expansion to the City's SOI from 
approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres, an increase of 3,491 acres, Exhibit A; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Alternative SOI that would allow for an expansion to the City's SOI 
from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 5,159 acres, an increase of 1,995 acres, Exhibit 
B, and  
 

WHEREAS, City Staff is also coordinating with Kern County staff in the development 
of a Master Property Tax Sharing Agreement; and  
 

WHEREAS, an initial study was completed that assessed both alternative SOIs, and 
based on the information and comments received a proposed Negative Declaration was prepared; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, City Staff distributed the Notice of Completion both to the State 
Clearinghouse and to local interested and responsible agencies that may have an interest in the 
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proposed project.  The transmittal included a Notice of Completion, initial study, Notice of Intent 
to Adopt a Negative Declaration; and  
 

WHEREAS, the public review period for the Notice of Completion was from January 
18, 2019 to February 19, 2019; and  
 

WHEREAS, all reports and comments are on file at the City Clerk’s office located at 
200 Campus Drive Arvin; and  
 

WHEREAS, , the City Council public hearing of February 26, 2019 was duly noticed in 
accordance with local requirements and state requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS, the public hearing notice dated January 15, 2019 was published in the 

Bakersfield Californian setting the public hearing for February 26, 2019 for the City Council 
consideration of accepting the Negative Declaration as the appropriate environmental document 
for the proposed project. 
 

WHEREAS, no persons objected to the proposed adoption of a Negative Declaration.     
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Arvin as 
follows: 

 
1. The City Council of the City of Arvin finds that the above recitals are 

incorporated herein and are true and correct. 
 

2. Pursuant to the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), the City, as the Lead Agency, has analyzed the proposed project and has 
prepared Initial Study in order to evaluate the project.   The City Council finds the project will 
not result in significant, adverse, environmental impacts, and no mitigation is required. In this 
regard, the Council additionally finds as follows: 

 
a. The Negative Declaration reflects the Council’s independent judgement and analysis; 
b. The proposed project will not result in a significant adverse impact on the 

environment, and there is no substantial evidence in the record that this proposed 
project may have any direct, indirect or cumulative effects on the environment that 
are potentially significant and adverse. 

c. The proposed project will not result in any adverse effects which fall within the 
“Mandatory Findings of Significance” contained in Section 15065 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines.  

 
Additionally, the City Council also finds and determines that in light of the entire administrative 
record and the substantial evidence before it, the proposed project has been adequately 
environmentally assessed as required by CEQA.  As such, the City Council based on its 
independent judgement and analysis adopts a Negative Declaration for the proposed project.   
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3.  The City Council of the City of Arvin authorizes, and re-authorizes as may be 
warranted, an application for, and the initiation of, a sphere of influence amendment consistent 
with the boundaries depicted in Exhibits “A” or “B,” and requests approval of the same by 
LAFCo.   The exterior boundaries of the proposed updated sphere of influence are entirely 
located within the County of Kern. 

 
4. The City Manager, subject to approval as to legal form as may be required by the 

City Attorney, is authorized and directed to perform any and all acts required to affect the 
reorganization initiated by this Resolution. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Arvin at a Regular Meeting thereof held on the 26th day of February, 2019 
by the following vote: 
 
         ATTEST 
 
 
                                                                   
         CECILIA VELA, City Clerk 
CITY OF ARVIN 
 
 
By:                                                         
 JOSE GURROLA, Mayor 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
By:                                                         
 SHANNON L. CHAFFIN, City Attorney 
 Aleshire & Wynder, LLP 
 
I, ______________________________, City Clerk of the City of Arvin, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the Resolution passed and 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Arvin on the date and by the vote indicated herein. 
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City of Arvin 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION For:  City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of 
Influence Amendment 2018, Municipal Service Review, 
and Williamson Act Ordinance  

 

 
The City of Arvin (the "Lead Agency") hereby gives notice, that pursuant to the authority and criteria contained in the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines, the City Staff has analyzed: 

PROJECT NAME: City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018, Municipal Service 
Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance 

PROJECT LOCATION: Citywide. City of Arvin, County of Kern, California. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project would allow for an expansion or amendment to the City's Sphere of 
Influence (SOI) and includes an update to the City's MSR to assess the City's ability to provide services within the SOI. A 
zone ordinance to provide for the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which 
are annexed into the city limits is associated with the city's plans for lands within the sphere.  

The city has identified a Preferred SOI and an Alternative SOI. The preferred SOI would allow for an expansion to the City's 
SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres, an increase of 3,491 acres. In the event that the board of 
the Local Agency Formation Commission does not find the preferred SOI to be warranted at this time, the city is proposing 
an alternative SOI that would allow for an expansion to the City's SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 5,159 
acres, an increase of 1,995 acres. 

IDENTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: The Initial Study was completed in accordance with the 
City's Guidelines implementing CEQA. This Initial Study was undertaken for the purpose of determining whether or not the "project" 
may have a significant adverse effect on the environment. On the basis of this Initial Study, the City Staff has concluded that the 
project will not have a significant effect on the environment and has therefore prepared a Negative Declaration. The findings in 
the Initial Study reflect the independent judgment of the City. 

STATEMENT OF WHETHER THE PROJECT IS A LISTED TOXIC SITE: The Project Site encompasses the entire city and a 
specified area surrounding the city. Except for a site located at located at 600 S. Derby Street, the majority of area is not listed by 
the State Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List (Cortese) as a known hazardous waste and substances site. The USEPA is 
currently leading the Remedial Action of the site. 

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: A 30-day public review period for the proposed Negative Declaration will commence on January 18, 
2019 and end on February 19, 2019. Public comments on the Negative Declaration will be received by the City during this 30-day 
public review period. Written comments should be sent to the City of Arvin Planning Department, 141 Plumtree Drive, Arvin, CA 
93203. 

PUBLIC HEARING: The public hearing for the approval of the Text Amendment for the Williamson Act Ordinance will be conducted 
at a later date and the Negative Declaration relating to the SOI, MSR, and Text Amendment is scheduled for the City Council on 
February 26, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the Arvin City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203. 

Copies of the Negative Declaration and all relevant documents are available for public inspection at the Arvin Planning 
Department located at 141 Plumtree Drive, Arvin, CA 93203 during normally business hours.   Electronic copies of the Negative 
Declaration can be obtained by contacting Mr. Jake Raper at (661) 854-2822.  

 

BY:  Jake Raper, City Planner                                        Dated:  January 15, 2019  

Publish:  January 19, 2019 Bakersfield Californian  
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City of Arvin
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIAL STUDY/CHECKLIST
City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018.
Municipal Service Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

1. PROJECT OVERVIEW

This document is the Initial Study prepared to eval uate the potentially significant environmental
effects associated with a proposed amendment to the City of Arvin’s Sphere of Influence (SOI), update
to the city’s Municipal Services Review (MSR), and a change to the zoning code, collectively referred
to as the “Project.”

The Cortese/Knox/Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (CKH Act or Act) requires
LAFCo to update SOIs for all applicable jurisdictions within the County.  An SOI is defined by California
Government Code section 56425 as “....a plan for the probable physical boundary and service area of
a local agency or municipality...”

The  Act  further  requires  that  LAFCos  conduct  a  Municipal  Service  Review  (MSR)  prior  to,  or  in
conjunction with, the update of an SOI.  As part of their decision–making process, LAFCO is required
to review ad consider the potential environmental effects that could result from the proposed SOI
Update and MSR.

The purpose of this Initial Study is to identify the nature and scope of the environmental analysis and
review required for the proposed project.  The City of Arvin is both the project proponent as well as
the Lead Agency for the proposed project.  As the Lead Agency, the City of Arvin is responsible for
ensuring that the environmental impacts associated with the implementation of the proposed project
are understood.

The City of Arvin is the Lead Agency for this project pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines. The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) is the
agency responsible for overseeing the proposed expansion and evaluating the city’s ability to provide
municipal services.

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project would allow for an expansion or amendment to the City’s SOI and includes an
update to the City’s MSR to assess the City’s ability to provide services within the SOI.  A zone ordinance
to provide for the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties
which are annexed into the city limits is associated with the city’s plans for lands within the sphere.

The city has identified a Preferred SOI and an Alternative SOI.  The preferred SOI would allow for an
expansion to the City’s SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres, an increase
of 3,491 acres.  In the event that the board of the Local Agency Formation Commission, does not find
the preferred SOI to be warranted at this time, the city is proposing an alternative SOI that would allow
for an expansion to the City’s SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 5,159 acres, an
increase of 1,995 acres.

The City of Arvin does not currently have an ordinance providing for the continuation, nonrenewal, or
cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city limits.  The
proposed amendment to the city’s SOI would include lands held under Williamson Act contract.
Therefore, the Project includes a change to the municipal code adding a chapter to provide for the
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Initial Study for City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018
Municipal Service Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

CITY OF ARVIN PROPOSED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AMENDMENT, MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW, WILLIAMSON ACT ORDINANCE

- 2 -

continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts, which is referenced as “WA
ordinance” in this Initial Study. The city, after acquiring land in a preserve by annexation, would have
all the rights and responsibilities specified in Government Code Section 51235 for the administration
of such contracts, including filing maps with the Director of Conservation, and making appropriate
findings pursuant to Government Code Sections 51281.1 through 51286 for cancellations.

The proposed MSR will be performed for basic data collection and resource evaluation and will not
result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15306, the preparation and review of the MSR is categorically exempt and only the potentially
significant impacts resulting from the SOI amendment and WA ordinance will be discussed in this initial
study.

3. PURPOSE OF THE INITIAL STUDY

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that the Lead Agency of a project – in this
case the City of Arvin – evaluate the direct and indirect environmental impacts associated with the
project.   Projects  may,  however,  be  exempt  from  CEQA  through  either  statutory  exemptions  or
categorical exemptions.  Projects not qualifying for exemption must be evaluated within the
framework  of  an  Initial  Study  to  establish  the  potential  significance  of  known  or  expected
environmental impacts.

An Initial Study constitutes preliminary analysis of potential project impacts to be used for assessing a
need to prepare a detailed EIR.  The purpose of an Initial Study, according to the CEQA Guidelines
[Section 15063(c)], is to:

1. Facilitate environmental assessment early in the design of a project;
2. Provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare

an EIR or a Negative Declaration;
3. Provide documentation of the factual basis for the finding in a Negative Declaration that a

project will not have a significant effect on the environment;
4. Enable an applicant or Lead Agency to modify a project and effect modifications to the project

or elements of the proposed project, mitigating potentially adverse significant impacts, and
thereby enabling the project to qualify for a Mitigated Negative Declaration;

5. Eliminate unnecessary EIRs;
6. Determine whether a previously prepared EIR could be used with the project; and
7. Assist the preparation of an EIR, if one is required, by:
8. Focusing the EIR on the effects determined to be significant;
9. Identifying the effects determined not to be significant;
10. Explaining the reasons for determining that potentially significant effects would not be

significant with appropriate mitigation actions; and
11. Identifying whether a program EIR, tiering, or another appropriate process can be used for

analysis of the project’s environmental effects.

This Initial Study is prepared as the basic document for determining whether or not implementation
of the project may cause significant adverse environmental impacts.
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4. PROJECT INFORMATION

A. Project Title:

City of Arvin 2018 Sphere of Influence Amendment, Municipal Service Review, and Williamson
Act Ordinance

B. Lead Agency Name and Address:

City of Arvin
200 Campus Drive
Arvin, CA 93203

C. Contact Person and Phone Number:

Jake Raper
City Planner
(661) 854-6183

D. Project Location:

The City of Arvin is located in Kern County.  The City is situated approximately 10 miles east of
SR-99 and about 15 miles southeast of downtown Bakersfield and about 100 miles north of
downtown Los Angeles.  Figure 1 shows the regional location of the City. Figure 2 shows a map
of the proposed Sphere of Influence (Preferred). Figure 3 shows a map of an Alternative Sphere
of Influence.

E. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:

City of Arvin
200 Campus Drive
Arvin, CA 93203

F. General Plan Designation:

Estate Residential, Residential Reserve, Low Density Residential, Medium Residential Density,
High Density Residential, General Commercial, Light Industrial, Heavy Industrial, Parks, Public
Facilities, Schools, and Agriculture. Figure 4 illustrates the General Plan Land Use designations.

G. Zoning:

E (Estates), R-S (Suburban Residential), R-1 (One-family Dwelling), R-2 (Two-family Dwelling), R-
3 (Limited Multiple-family), R-4 (Multiple-family Dwelling), C-O (Professional Office), C-1
(Restricted Commercial), C-2 (General Commercial), N-C (Neighborhood Commercial), M-1 (Light
Manufacturing), M-2 (Light Manufacturing), M-3 (General Manufacturing), A-1 (Light
Agricultural), A-2 (General Agricultural), OS (Open Space), SCH-CUP (School Conditional Use
Permit), P (Automobile Parking), D (Architectural Design), B (Buffer), PUD (Planned Unit
Development), MUO (Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed Use Overlay). Figure 5 illustrates the zoning
for the City.
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City of Arvin

FIGURE 1:  REGIONAL LOCATION MAP 4
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FIGURE 2:  PREFERRED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 5
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FIGURE 3:  ALTERNATIVE SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 6
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FIGURE 4: GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DIAGRAM (AS OF 2018)
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FIGURE 5: ZONING MAP (AS OF 2018)
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This Chapter presents the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Checklist and contains the environmental analysis
for all impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and mitigation measures. The CEQA Guidelines
provide the following environmental checklist to allow lead agencies to meet the requirements for an
initial study by meeting the requirements of the CEQA Guidelines.

Potential environmental impacts are separated into the following categories:

· Less Than Significant After Mitigation Incorporated.  This category applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures would reduce an effect from a “Potentially Significant
Impact”  to  a  “Less  Than  Significant  Impact.”   The  lead  agency  must  describe  the  mitigation
measure(s), and briefly explain how they would reduce the effect to a less than significant level
(mitigation measures from earlier analyses may be cross-referenced).

· Less Than Significant Impact.  This category is identified when the proposed Project would result
in impacts below the threshold of significance, and no mitigation measures are required.

· No  Impact.   This  category  applies  when  a  Project  would  not  create  an  impact  in  the  specific
environmental issue area.  “No Impact” answers do not require a detailed explanation if they are
adequately supported by the information sources cited by the lead agency, which show that the
impact does not apply to the specific Project (e.g., the Project falls outside a fault rupture zone).
A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on Project-specific factors as well as
general standards (e.g., the Project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a
Project-specific screening analysis.)

If the Proposed Project does not have the potential to present a significant impact a given topic, the
relevant section provides a brief discussion of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Proposed
Project could have a potentially significant impact on a resource, the topic discussion provides a
description of potential impacts and appropriate mitigation measures, permit requirements and/or
regulatory compliance measures that would reduce those impacts to a less than significant level.
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A. Environmental Checklist

I. Aesthetics

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significa
nt Impact

No
Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d): The proposed Project will not grant or change the land use approvals necessary
for site development within the proposed sphere.  The city of Arvin is relatively flat.  There are no scenic
vistas identified within the existing or proposed SOI.  There are no scenic highways or corridors that will
be affected by the Project. The proposed SOI and MSR will therefore not involve a physical change in the
environment, nor can they be expected to result in significant impacts on the existing character or quality
of the physical site and its surroundings. No new sources of light and glare are associated with the Project
as proposed.

The proposed SOI and MSR do not grant land use approvals that would result in site development, and
will therefore not involve a physical change in the environment, nor can they be expected to result in
significant impacts on scenic resources including trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway in the City. The adoption of the proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the
city to administer the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties
which are annexed into the city limits.  The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with
the policies currently in effect in Kern County.  No physical change would occur through a change in
administration by the City of Arvin versus administration by Kern County.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

II. Agriculture and Forest Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,
to non-agricultural use?
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Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources
Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion
of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): The SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and service area.
This SOI amendment action, however, could represent the first step in the development of the SOI
Amendment Areas, although development could also occur now under the County’s jurisdiction. The
proposed SOI amendment, MSR and WA act ordinance will not convert farmland to non-agricultural use.
The proposed SOI and MSR will not involve any physical change in the environment, nor can the Project
be expected to result in adverse impacts that conflict with agricultural use of land. The proposed Project
would provide for the continuation of Williamson Act contracts and will not involve any physical change
in the environment, nor can the Project be expected to result in adverse impacts that conflict with
agricultural use of land. The adoption of the proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the city to
administer the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which
are annexed into the city limits.  The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with the
policies currently in effect in Kern County.  No physical change would occur through a change in
administration by the City of Arvin versus administration by Kern County.

Future development of the SOI Amendment Areas in the City would require an annexation request to both
the City and LAFCO. Annexation and subsequent development requests would be subject to all the
provisions and requirements of Arvin’s General Plan and zoning ordinance.  Future discretionary approvals
will require the preparation and certification of additional environmental documentation to address
potential impacts to agricultural land and agricultural resources that could result from any land use
changes or development projects.  In addition, there is a reasonable expectation that conversion of
existing farmland that may occur in the future will be conducted in compliance with current regulations
instituted for the protection of farmlands.

Item (b), (c), (d), and (e): There is no forest land as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g),
timberland as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526, or timberland zoned Timberland Production
as defined by Government Code section 51104(g) within the Project vicinity. Furthermore, the Project is
not anticipated to result in adverse impacts that conflict with existing zoning for said lands. The proposed
SOI amendment and MSR will not grant land use approvals for site development, change land use and
zoning designations, or induce substantial population growth.
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Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

III. Air Quality

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant

With Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient
air quality standard (including releasing emissions
which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d):  There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed
Project. The Project is not anticipated to conflict with or obstruct the implementation of applicable air
quality plans. The proposed Project will not result in physical changes, construction, or development that
could potentially violate air quality standards or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air
quality violations; result in cumulatively considerable net increases of criteria pollutants; expose sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; nor create objectionable odors. The adoption of the
proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the city to administer the continuation, nonrenewal, or
cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city limits.

The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with the policies currently in effect in Kern
County.  Compliance with SB 375, Sustainable Community Strategy, and Arvin’s adopted General Plan
policies presented below will further ensure that air quality impacts on sensitive receptors will be less
than significant:

LU-2.1 Require new development, wherever possible, to provide convenient, direct and safe bicycle and
pedestrian connections.

LU-2.2 Create active neighborhood districts that cluster jobs, services, goods and cultural and recreational
uses within walking distance of residences to create a focus for community activity.

LU-2.3 Develop the Jewett Square and Meyer/Sycamore opportunity sites as walkable neighborhoods,
with assets and amenities that contribute positively to Arvin's quality of life and civic identity.

LU-2.4 Work with the Arvin Union School District to identify and pursue opportunities to accommodate
instructional activities and other District operations within the Jewett Square site, including the
creation of a one-stop center for educational and community services.
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AQ-1.1 Encourage strategic land use patterns for businesses that reduce the number and length of motor
vehicle trips, and that encourage alternative modes of travel.

AQ-1.2 Encourage employment-intensive development with a high number of jobs per unit of land area
within walking or bicycling distance of existing neighborhoods, and discourage such development
in more remote areas.

Impacts to air quality, violations of air quality standards, including impacts that may be considered
cumulatively considerable that are associated with the amendment or expansion of the City’s SOI would
be responsible for compliance with existing environmental regulations.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

IV. Biological Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy
or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), (d),(e), and (f):  There are no land use or development projects associated with the
proposed Project.  The Project would not result in any physical changes to the environment. The Project
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will not adversely affect any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. No physical changes will occur as a result of the Project that would adversely affect
any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  No
physical changes will occur as a result of the Project that would adversely affect federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means.  No physical
changes are proposed in the environment that could interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites.

Changes in jurisdiction that could occur as a result of the Project are not anticipated to conflict with any
local or regional policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy
or ordinance.  Nor would changes in jurisdiction that could occur as a result of the Project conflict with
the provisions of any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans. Future discretionary approvals will require
the preparation and certification of additional environmental documentation to address potential impacts
to biological resources.

The adoption of the proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the city to administer the continuation,
nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city
limits.  The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with the policies currently in effect in
Kern County.  No physical change would occur through a change in administration by the City of Arvin
versus administration by Kern County.

Impacts  to  biological  resources  associated with the amendment or  expansion of  the City’s  SOI  can be
reasonably mitigated through compliance with environmental regulations.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

V. Cultural Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of an archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of  dedicated cemeteries?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d):  Much of the area within the proposed SOI has previously been disturbed, either
through urban development or cultivation.  According to the National Register of Historic Places, no
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existing structures that are considered as having significant historical value exist in the City. In addition,
prior environmental documents for redevelopment projects in the City indicated that there were no listed
historic properties or archaeological sites within the developed portions of the SOI.  However, in a records
request obtained for the City’s General Plan update, the Southern San Joaquin Valley Archaeological
Information Center indicated there is a possibility that archaeological resources might be present.
Historically, the Yokuts tribe populated the San Joaquin Valley from the Sacramento-San Joaquin River
Delta south to Bakersfield and also the adjacent foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountain range. The Yokuts
tribe also inhabited the foothills of the Coastal Range, which lies to the west of the San Joaquin Valley. In
addition, while there is no listed evidence of known archaeological or paleontological resources in the
City, if future activities in the City reveal previously unidentified cultural deposits, an archaeologist must
be afforded the opportunity to evaluate any additional finds and to complete the analysis in accordance
with CEQA guidelines, as amended.

As no physical changes are proposed, the proposed Project is not anticipated to cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5 or an archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.5. No direct physical changes will occur that have the potential to destroy a
unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature.  Should more extensive remains be
identified, existing regulations require that grading/construction shall be halted in the area of concern so
that the findings can be assessed.  If it is determined that more formal data recovery is needed, existing
regulations require that a controlled excavation shall be required to adequately record the find and
recover the associated cultural materials.

The proposed project does not grant land use approval necessary for site development that would result
in earthmoving, and will therefore not result in physical changes that have the potential to disturb human
remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries.  California Administrative Code, Title
14, Section 4307 prohibits individuals from removing, injuring, defacing or destroying any object of
paleontological, archaeological, or historical interest or value.  In addition, requirements for further
environmental analysis of future discretionary projects would be necessary to obtain approval of land use
permits.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

VI. Geology and Soils

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as

delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication
42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

5.B.e

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

In
iti

al
 S

tu
dy

 - 
N

eg
at

iv
e 

D
ec

la
ra

tio
n 

A
rv

in
 S

O
I  

(P
ub

lic
 H

ea
rin

g 
- S

O
I A

m
en

d 
an

d 
M

SR
 U

pd
at

e)



Initial Study for City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018
Municipal Service Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

CITY OF ARVIN PROPOSED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AMENDMENT, MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW, WILLIAMSON ACT ORDINANCE

- 17 -

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project,
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-
B of the most recently adopted Uniform Building Code
creating substantial risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use
of septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) through (a iv):  The occurrence of a major earthquake in the vicinity of Arvin could result in loss
of life, injury and property damage. Ground shaking would be responsible for the majority of the damage
within the City of Arvin.  There are no known earthquake faults in the City or the area of the proposed
SOI.  As illustrated on Figure 6, the White Wolf Fault located to the southeast, is the closest known fault.
Future land use approvals resulting in building construction shall be in conformance with the latest
adopted edition of the California Building Code, to ensure that any development will be in compliance
with earthquake safety regulations.

A landslide is the descent of earth and rock down a slope. The City is located in a relatively flat area and
landsides are highly unlikely.  Arvin has existing General Plan Safety policies in place to ensure, that any
future landslide impacts do not occur.

Item (b):  The potential for soil  erosion is low to moderate. New development in the City may require
some grading to provide for building pads, parking facilities, utilities and drainage.  According to the
General  Plan,  lose  of  top  soil  is  slight,  due  to  the  low  degree  of  slope  of  the  land  and  to  the  highly
permeable  nature  of  the  soil.   Policy  1.1.3  of  the  General  Plan  Safety  Element  requires  all  proposed
development to adhere to safe and accepted practices for minimizing

Item (c) and (d): All new construction and development in the City must adhere to the California Building
Code and standard building practices, policies and guidelines to ensure that any geologic impacts including
on- and off-site landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence and expansive soils are less than significant.

Item (e):Currently there are approximately 30 parcels within the City that are still dependent on septic
tanks for sewer disposal.  According Veolia Water, the existing system is adequate to meet the needs of
the City and any future housing development will connect to the existing wastewater disposal system.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.
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FIGURE 6:  MAP OF THE WHITE WOLF FAULT LOCATION 18
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VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant

With Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) and (b): Although the proposed SOI and MSR do not directly impact greenhouse gas emissions,
since the SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and service area, the
proposed Project could represent the first step in the development of the SOI Amendment areas. Future
development of the SOI Amendment Areas could indirectly impact greenhouse gas emissions.  Future
discretionary approvals will require the preparation and certification of additional environmental
documentation to address potential air quality impacts.

Item (b):  Policies adopted by the City for purposes of reducing the Emissions of greenhouse gases include:

Policy AQ-1.1: Encourage strategic land use patterns for businesses that reduce the number and length of
motor vehicle trips, and that encourage alternative modes of travel.

Policy AQ-1.2: Encourage employment-intensive development within walking or bicycling distance of
existing neighborhoods, and discourage such development in more remote areas.

Policy AQ-1.3: Support the location of ancillary employee services (such as child care, restaurants, banks,
convenience markets) at or adjoining major employment centers, in order to reduce the need for
midday vehicular travel.

Policy AQ-1.4: Promote self-supporting developments inclusive of homes, schools, civic uses, retail and
neighborhood services within walking distance of each other.

Policy  AQ-1.5:  Promote infill  growth within  existing  urban areas  as  a  priority  over  outward expansion,
where appropriate.

Policy AQ-1.6: Promote site planning and design that prioritizes pedestrian and bicycle access and
contributes to a safe, pleasant street environment for those arriving on foot or bicycle.

Policy AQ-1.7: Recommend the use of traffic calming measures, where appropriate, within subdivision
plans (e.g., median crossing islands, curb extensions, mini-roundabouts) in order to improve the
safety and viability of pedestrian and bicycle travel.

Policy AQ-1.8: Coordinate with the SJVAPCD on the review of proposed development projects.

Policy AQ-1.9: Submit transportation improvement projects to be included in regional transportation
plans (RTP, RTIP, CMP, etc.) that are found to be consistent with the air quality and climate change
goals and policies of the General Plan.

Policy AQ-1.10: To the greatest extent feasible, identify and mitigate the air quality and greenhouse gas
emissions impacts of all development projects.
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Policy AQ-3.6: Proactively work with appropriate State, County, regional, and local agencies as well as
private partners to seek funding sources and implement programs to reduce water and energy
use, reduce pollutant emissions and reduce the creation of greenhouse gases.

Policy LU-7.1 Locate new medium and high density residential developments within walking distance
of local retail, services and community facilities.

Policy AQ-6.3: Actively work with and support agricultural activities to develop, implement and find
funding sources for programs and initiatives that improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gases
and particulate matter. Policy LU-7.2  Encourage or facilitate the inclusion of complementary
land uses not already present within a neighborhood district such as grocery markets, daily
services and parks.

Policy LU-7.3: Incorporate green building practices such as on-site solar energy generation, water
conservation and environmentally friendly building materials as part of new residential
development.

Although the proposed SOI and MSR do not include land use approvals, future development within the
proposed SOI would be expected to adhere to the adopted policies. Future development of the SOI
Amendment Areas could indirectly impact greenhouse gas emissions.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.
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VIII.   Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b) and (c):  There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed Project.
The Project would not result in any physical changes to the environment. Future buildout of the proposed
project, made possible by amendment of the SOI boundaries could potentially result in the development
of industrial uses or other uses that may routinely transport hazardous materials or that could potentially
result in upset or accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials.  No land use approvals
are associated with the Project, including those that would emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous
or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing school.  Any
such uses will be restricted to transport via those streets designated by the City.  Future development
made possible by the proposed project will comply with the existing General Plan Safety and Circulation
Element policies related to hazardous waste management and emergency preparedness.  In addition,
adherence with standard requirements and procedures of appropriate local, county, state and federal
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regulatory agencies should ensure that routine transport of hazardous materials will not create a hazard
to the public or the environment.

Item (d): Arvin has one site within its existing city limits that is listed as a federal superfund site. The Brown
and Bryant Arvin facility, located at 600 S. Derby Street, covers 4.7 acres and was utilized for the storage
and sale of liquid fertilizer, insecticides, herbicides, fumigants and defoliants. The facility began operations
in 1960, selling a complete line of agricultural products. Waste disposal practices, operational spillage,
and poor housekeeping of pesticides, herbicides, fumigants, and defoliant contributed to the
contamination. Wastewater was disposed in a poorly lined pond and two concrete sumps. The deeper
regional aquifer is used by the Arvin Municipal Water system and is also used for local agricultural
endeavors. The closest public well is located about 1,700 feet south and downgradient of the site. USEPA
listed the site on the National Priorities List (NPL) on 10/4/1989. The facility is no longer in operation. The
site is fenced and access is restricted. In late 1998 and early 1999, contaminated soil were consolidated
on a 1.2 acre southern portion of the site and capped in accordance with RCRA subtitle C standards for
cover systems..1

As the existing hazardous materials site is within the existing city limits, the proposed SOI amendment will
not be located on an identified hazardous waste site.  Risk to the public related to the sites impacts to
groundwater the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) took over the Operation and
Maintenance of the caps in 2012. USEPA is currently leading the Remedial Action of site groundwater.
The Project will not exacerbate or worsen the existing condition.

Item (e) and (f): The Project is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport. The nearest private airport is the agricultural (crop dusting) landing strip
located approximately one quarter mile to the southwest of the Creekside Airport, located at 4581 N.
Wheeler  Ridge  Road,  located  approximately  ¼  mile  to  the  southwest  of  both  the  city  limits  and  the
proposed SOI. The City is not located within the limits of the airport impact zone.

Item (g): The Project does not propose any changes to the roadway system or evacuation routes designed
by the City that will interfere or have a negative impact on emergency response.  The evacuation of people
will proceed according to the City’s policies related to emergency preparedness. In addition, the City will
continue to coordinate emergency response and relief services with county, state, federal and volunteer
agencies.

Item (h): The entire City is shown as “unzoned” on the Fire Hazard Severity Zone map for Kern County
produced by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire) and is not identified as a
high risk area. Furthermore, the existing General Plan Safety Element includes a policy which ensures the
safety of the residents of the City through proper consideration of the location of earthquakes faults and
their relationship to development, natural flooding hazards from storm runoff slope development, and
related problems of earth slippages and potential for hazards from fire in brush or grasslands.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

1 California Department of Toxic Substances Control, Envirostor website, accessed
11/29/2018,<<https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report?global_id=15280011>
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IX.   Hydrology and Water Quality

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level
which would not support existing land uses or planned
uses for which permits have been granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the
rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which
would result in flooding on- or off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage
systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?
g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as

mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation
map?

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures
which would impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as
a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed Project.
Development that would be associated with amending the City’s SOI or WA ordinance would be expected
to comply with adopted water quality standards and waste discharge requirements.

Item (b), (c), and (d): The Project does not propose or allow for land use or development approvals. That
would deplete or interfere with groundwater supplies, alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, or create or contribute runoff water. Future development made possible by the proposed project
would be responsible for adherence to applicable development standards and policies, and the provision
of needed public improvements that would reduce potential impacts related to groundwater supplies and
site drainage to a level of less than significant.
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Item (f): The Project, which is a change of jurisdictional boundary of the City’s SOI and adoption of an
ordinance for Williamson Act contracted lands will not directly affect water quality.  The development
potential made possible by amending the City’s SOI will through compliance with existing regulations
present a less than significant impact on water quality.

Item (g), (h), and (i):  The Project does not propose or allow for land use approvals that would result in
the direct approval of development or housing.   The City participates in the National Flood Insurance
Program.  According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the City is in the 100-year
flood zone with designation zones A, AO and X. Figure 7 presents the FEMA flood map for the City.  The
Flood Zones are defined as:

§ Zone A – Areas subject to flooding by the one percent annual change flood (100-year storm) with
no base flood elevation determined.

§ Zone AO -- Areas subject to flooding by the one percent chance flood with flood depths of one to
three feet with an average depth and flood velocity determined.

§ Zone X (shaded) – Areas of a 0.2 percent annual chance flood, areas subject to the one percent
annual chance flood with average depths of less than one foot or with drainage areas less than
one square mile, and areas protected by levees for the one percent annual chance flood.

Because the City is in the 100-year flood zone, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements and
floodplain management standards apply.

In order to minimize flooding impacts, and pursuant to FEMA requirements, Chapter 15.32 (Floodplain
Management) of the Arvin Municipal Code establishes flood-resistant standards for building anchoring,
construction materials and methods, storage of materials, utilities and land subdivisions.  In addition,
FEMA requires that for all new construction, the ground floor must be raised at least 24 inches above the
highest adjacent grade.

Item (j): A seiche is a standing or stationary wave in an enclosed or partially enclosed body of water, such
as lakes, reservoirs, and bays.  The only enclosed bodies of water within the City of Arvin that could induce
seiche or seiche-related phenomena are two man-made lakes located in the southern portion of the City.
Due to the relatively small size of the lakes, seiche would not cause a significant impact on the homes in
the area.  A tsunami, also referred to as a tidal wave, is a sea wave generated by submarine earthquakes,
major landslides, or volcanic action.  Arvin is located in the Central Valley, hundreds of miles from the
California coastline, thus eliminating the potential hazard to people and structures from tsunamis. The
possibility of mudflows is extremely low, given the absence of hillside and mountainous terrain within the
City. There are no enclosed bodies of water within the City of Arvin that could induce seiche or seiche-
related phenomenon.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.
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FIGURE 7:  FEMA FLOOD MAP 25
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X.   Land Use and Planning

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Physically divide an established community?

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project
(including, but not limited to the General Plan, specific
plan, local coastal program, or zoning ordinance)
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or
natural community conservation plan?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): The proposed SOI would serve to bridge the gap in services for the existing community and its
surrounding developments.  The existing disadvantage community of Edmundson Acres and the existing,
currently undesignated development located at the northwest corner of Sunset Blvd. and N. Comanche
Drive are proposed for inclusion in Arvin’s SOI. In addition, other developed areas adjacent to Arvin’s
corporate boundaries are included.  Amendment of the SOI and eventual annexation of these developed
communities and other areas would serve to physically unite established development.

Item (b): Applicable land use plans within the proposed SOI include the Kern County Land Use, Open
Space, and Conservation Element and Arvin’s General Plan and Kern County Zoning Ordinance.  The goals,
objectives, and policies of Arvin’s General Plan, Land Use and Conservation and Open Space Elements and
Arvin’s Zoning ordinance, including the proposed WA Ordinance associated with the Project are closely
related to Kern County’s adopted plans and ordinances. While minor differences exist, such differences
do not rise to the level of conflict.  Arvin’s adopted and proposed General Plan and Zoning ordinances
include policies and regulations for the purpose of avoiding and/or mitigating environmental effects that
do not conflict with existing adopted pans for areas within the proposed SOI.

Item (c): There are no existing adopted habitat conservation plans or natural community plans that are
applicable to the area.  Neither the proposed SOI amendment nor the proposed WA ordinance would
conflict with policies advancing the preservation of habitat or natural communities. Arvin’s General Plan
includes policies to conserve and protect natural resources and open space areas within its boundaries,
including the proposed SOI.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XI. Mineral Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?
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Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

Discussion of Impacts

Item(a) and (b): Amendment of the City’s SOI and adoption of the proposed WA ordinance will not result
in the loss of availability of a known or locally important mineral resource. The most pertinent, locally
important mineral resources in the area are: 1) oil and gas; and 2) sand and aggregate materials.  While
Arvin does not specifically have ordinances addressing the mining of sand and aggregate material, the
mining of sand and aggregate materials is not specifically prohibited. Sand and aggregate material mining
if presented could be addressed on an individual basis pursuant to Municipal Code Section 17.56.

On July 17, 2018, Arvin adopted an ordinance (Municipal Code Section 17.46) for purposes of protecting
the health, safety, public welfare, physical environment and natural resources of the city by reasonably
regulating oil and gas activities.  The ordinance allows oil and gas facilities, equipment, and operations,
including but not limited to exploration; production; storage; processing; transportation; disposal;
plugging/abandonment and re-abandonment of wells.  Oil and gas activities are subject to approval of a
Conditional Use Permit, within unrestricted commercial, manufacturing and agricultural zones.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XII.   Noise

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of standards established in the local general
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in the project
area to excessive noise levels?
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Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise levels?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d): The proposed SOI amendment and adoption of proposed WA ordinance will not
directly result in land use approvals that will generate noise.  The eventual development represented by
SOI amendment would be subject to regulations and policies promulgated for purposes of protecting
people from excessive permanent or temporary noise levels, including groundbourne vibration.

Item (e) and (f): As previously discussed in Section VIII, Item (e) and (f), the Project is not located within
an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public airport.  There is no applicable airport land use
plan in Arvin’s vicinity.  Activity at the private air facility located to the southwest of Arvin experiences
insignificant amount of activity as a result of crop dusting.  No land use approvals are associated with the
Project therefore, people residing or working in the proposed SOI would not be subject to excessive noise
levels generated by airports.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XIII.   Population and Housing

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? As
the Project is an amendment to boundaries of an incorporated city. The Project could indirectly induce
population growth through the eventual adoption of more intensive residential densities and land uses.
The Project under consideration does not propose any land use approvals or development approvals.  The
Project is the non-physical amendment of a jurisdictional and political boundary.  Eventual adoption of
land uses leading to population growth may be expected to adhere to existing regulations and policies
requiring further environmental analysis pursuant to both CEQA and the City’s development policies.
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Therefore, it is reasonable to expect that these existing regulations will provide for adequate mitigation
of the Project’s indirect impacts.

Item (b): The Project does not grant land use approvals or allow for development of land.  The Project will
not displace housing or people necessitating the construction of new or replacement housing.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XIV.   Public Services

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new
or physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times or other performance
objectives for any of the public services:
Fire protection?

Police protection?

Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): The Project the non-physical amendment of a jurisdictional and political boundary and will not
result in physical impacts.  As demonstrated by the associated Municipal Service Review, government
facilities adequate for serving the Project are in place, however, the eventual physical development
represented by the Project would require the construction, alteration, or expansion of facilities.  Said
expansion would be subject to payment of development impact fees or a development agreement that
would mitigate or substantially reduce the impacts of future construction, alteration, or expansion of
facilities.

Fire Protection. Fire  protection  service  is  provided  by  the  Kern  County  Fire  Department.   The  Fire
Department operates Station 54 on 301 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA. 93203.  Station 54 currently has nine
staff members and 2 fire engines.

Police Protection. Police  protection  services  for  the  City  of  Arvin  are  provided  by  the  Arvin  Police
Department from its headquarters located at 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203. Staffing levels, facilities
and level of service are considered adequate for the current population. However, the carrying capacity
represented by expansion of the City’s SOI would result a direct increase in demand for police protection
services.  Mutual aid agreements with the Kern County Sheriff’s Department and California Highway Patrol
could help supplement police protection services in the City.   In addition, Arvin employs policies known
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as Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED), further the reduce the demand for police
protection.

Schools. Development within the proposed SOI could result in an increase in demand for school services.
Compliance with the proposed General Plan policies and adherence to adopted policies, which include
payment of school impact fees will further ensure that impacts on schools will be less than significant

Parks. The future population would require additional parks and recreational facilities. Currently there
are four parks within the City totaling 42 acres. The current the land-to-resident ratio is 2.7 acres per 1,000
residents. The Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Act of 2088 (AB 31) considers
any community with a ratio of three acres per 1,000 residents as a "critically underserved community".
Therefore, the City is already underserved and any addition growth would exacerbate the need.  Arvin’s
General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element promotes the use and preservation of existing parks
and open space areas.  Compliance with General Plan and Municipal Code requirements encourage the
expansion of recreational facilities significantly reducing the potentially adverse physical effects on the
environment in regards to parks and other recreational facilities.

Other Public Facilities. The eventual development represented by the proposed Project would
necessitate the construction, alteration or expansion of facilities necessary for water delivery to serve the
area.  Existing City requirements dictate the construction and/or payment of fees for the construction of
public facilities including the construction, alteration or expansion of facilities necessary for water
delivery.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XV.   Recreation

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require
the construction or expansion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) and (b): Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated? The SOI amendment and WA ordinance adoption do not propose any physical development
that would directly impact existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities.
Deterioration of park facilities indirectly caused by the development represented by an increase of the
City’s SOI can be adequately mitigated by the application of existing policies and regulations requiring
development.  No recreation facilities or other physical construction or expansion are associated with the
Proposed SOI amendment and WA ordinance adoption.
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Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XVI.   Transportation and Traffic

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the
performance of the circulation system, taking into
account all modes of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not
limited to intersections, streets, highways and
freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass
transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management
program, including, but not limited to level of service
standards and travel demand measures, or other
standards established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads or
highways?

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either
an increase in traffic levels or a change in location that
result in substantial safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities,
or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of
such facilities?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c) and (f): The proposed SOI amendment and WA ordinance adoption will not conflict with
any applicable plans, ordinances or policies establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance
of the circulation system, any mode of transportation, including mass transit and non-motorized transit.
The City’s existing Circulation Element establishes policies and objectives that set the standards for the
adoption of plans for intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and
mass transit.  The Kern County Council of Governments (KernCOG), the regional congestion management
agency has not identified any conflicts between Arvin’s objectives and policies relating to transportation
and/or circulation.

In 2009, an analysis of traffic conditions anticipated through 2030 was prepared for the existing roadways
segments in the City. According to the analysis, future traffic volumes for several roadway segments were
developed using the KernCOG traffic model and existing traffic counts.  The future traffic volumes reflect
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expansion of the City based on the City’s then current adopted Land Use Policy Map.  A comparison
between the previous Land Use Policy Map (used by the traffic analysis) and the Land Use Policy Map
adopted with Arvin’s 2012 General Plan Update, showed the carrying capacity or buildout conditions of
the City’s circulation system to exceed the City’s estimated buildout.2  As there are no physical changes
proposed with the Project, it can be assumed that the conditions described in the 2009 traffic analysis
represent a less than significant traffic impact represented by the Project.

Item (c): The Project, which is a change in jurisdictional boundaries and the adoption of an ordinance to
address Williamson Act contracted properties will not result in a change in air traffic patterns, including
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in location. There are no critical air traffic control patterns
or designated approach/take off zones over the City such that an increase in air traffic or flight pattern
that would create safety risks to both residents and air travelers would occur.

Item (d) and (e): There are no physical changes such as design features, sharp curves or dangerous
intersections associated with the Project, nor are there changes proposed to existing or future emergency
access points.  The Project will not introduce incompatible uses to the area. The area is bounded by
existing farm uses and farm equipment is a regularly seen and compatible occurrence within the Arvin
community.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XVII. Tribal Cultural Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant

With Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance  of  a
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code
section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape
that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of
the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a
California Native American tribe, and that is:

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical
resources as defined in Public Resources Code
section 5020.1(k), or

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c)
of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying
the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

2 Arvin General Plan Update, Initial Study, dated August 21, 2012.
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Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) and (b): Previous records searches by the Native American Heritage Commission failed to identify
the presence of Native American sacred lands in any portion of the City.  The local Kern Valley Indian
Tribes have not submitted any formal requests for consultation and have indicated that there are no
known sensitive tribal lands in the City.  Pursuant to AB 52, Arvin submitted notice to the tribes of the
proposed Project on December 13, 2018.  If a formal request is received, the City will consider information
in determining the project’s impacts before adopting the Negative Declaration.  The local Native American
tribes have previously indicated there are no known sensitive tribal lands in Arvin’s immediate vicinity.
The Project does not propose any physical changes to lands within its proposed SOI.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XVIII.  Utilities and Service Systems

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project from existing entitlements and resources, or are
new or expanded entitlements needed?

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected
demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity
to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal
needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

Discussion of Impacts

To insure that future growth may be provided the needed services such as Fire, Police, storm drainage
maintenance, road infrastructure maintenance, the City will explore the establishment of Community
Services Districts (CSD)or equivalent funding mechanism as provided for in the Mello-Roos Community
Facilities Act of 1982 (California Code sections 53311 through 53317.5 and 53340 through 53344.4).  The
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CSD or equivalent will be established at the applicant’s expense prior to or concurrent with the
discretionary approval of any future development entitlements.

Item (a), (b) and (e) (wastewater): There are no land use or development projects associated with the
proposed Project.  No direct physical changes will occur as a result of the changes in jurisdiction that could
occur as a result of the Project.  The City of Arvin, in partnership with Veolia Water Inc., is responsible for
sewer service in the City.  Wastewater generated in the City is conveyed by sewer trunk lines to the Veolia
Water  Treatment  Plant,  located  in  the  City.  Currently,  there  is  a  remaining  treatment  capacity  of
approximately 750,000 gallons per day (gpd) at the Veolia wastewater treatment facility.  Changes made
possible as a result of the Project would result in the eventual need for additional sewer capacity, will be
subject to discretionary decisions regarding development approval.  These discretionary approvals will be
governed by the City’s standards and policies that ensure that public infrastructure and utilities are able
to adequately serve the new uses.

Item (b) (d)(water): There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed Project.
No direct physical changes will occur as a result of the changes in jurisdiction that could occur as a result
of the Project.  The City’s municipal water supply comes from local groundwater wells, operated and
maintained by the Arvin Community Service District (ACSD), a privately-owned utility company.  ACSD
provides water service for the residents of Arvin and the surrounding county area and operates eight
active wells, a 500,000-gallon above-ground storage tank, and an elevated 70,000-gallon storage tank.
The well water is currently distributed in the City through ACSD’s water distribution system.  According to
the ACSD, the district’s historic water production in 2015 was approximately 635 million gallons (mg). The
total combined capacity or potential rate of production is approximately 6,650 gpm or 10,700 acre-feet
per year (afy).

According to the Arvin Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), adopted on August 1, 2016, the City’s
2015 demand for potable, raw, and recycled water was 635 mg.  The projected demand for water for the
period  2020  through  2040  is  estimated  to  increase  from  1,160  mg  to  2,090  md  respectively.  was
approximately 3.6 million gallons per day (gpd).

Agricultural water used within the proposed SOI would be provided by the Arvin Edison Water Storage
District (AEWSD), the current supplier of agricultural water in the area proposed for expansion of Arvin’s
SOI.  Land Uses within the SOI are expected to remain in agriculture.

ACSD’s 2015 UWMP indicated that due to AEWSD’s recharge efforts, groundwater conditions were
improving in  the area.  AEWSD imports  surface water  into its  service  area for  direct  recharge into the
groundwater basin via its recharge facilities.  AEWSD has contracts for and purchases surface water from
the federal Central Valley Project (CVP). AEWSD operates groundwater recharge facilities covering nearly
1,800 acres that benefits is entire 132,000 acres (approximate) that includes ACSD.

Item (c): The City’s existing drainage facilities include curb and gutter, cross gutters, drainage inlets,
siphons, storm drain pipeline, and drainage basins.  The drainage system empties into storage ponds
where, due to the high permeability of the soil, most of the water percolates into the water table.

The City updated its Storm Drainage Master Plan in 2010.  In addition, the Capital Improvement Plan,
outlines planned stormwater system improvements for years 2016 through 2021. Historically, although
the City has an adopted storm drain master plan, it had not successfully implemented the plan, resulting
in numerous smaller basins being constructed throughout the city.  The intent of the 2010 Plan is to ensure
that larger, consolidated basins are constructed so that the overall storm drainage system operates more
efficiently.  Development will be required to install storm drainage infrastructure and/or pay fair-share
costs and development fees to fund those improvements.  To correct past stormwater drainage issues,
the City developed a large basin near the northwest corner of Millux Road and Comanche Drive intended
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to serve the southwestern area of the community.  The city is completing its Sycamore drainage project
in November 2018.

Impermeable surfaces are expected to increase over time as new development occurs on vacant or under-
developed properties. Such improvements could result in additional urban run-off into the existing
drainage system.  Compliance with Arvin’s General Plan policies presented below will further ensure that
impacts will be less than significant:

CO-5.2: Implement the measures for drainage improvements as specified in the Master Drainage Plan for
Arvin.

CO-5.3 Direct the City Engineer and Flood Control District to review all development proposals and ensure
adequate protection from flood damage.

Item (f): The City is served by the Bakersfield Metropolitan (Bena) Landfill. The Bena Landfill is authorized
to receive an annual average collection of 4,500 tons per day.3  The permitted maximum disposal in this
landfill  is 4,500 tons per day.  Bena Landfill  is permitted to stay operational until  November 2042.  Its
maximum design capacity is approximately 27.2 million tons, and currently there is a remaining capacity
of  20.7  million  tons  (75.9%).    Therefore,  the  Project  will  be  served  by  a  landfill  sufficient  permitted
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs.

Item (g): The City of Arvin is currently in compliance with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations
related to solid waste.  The City intendeds to continue to make a good faith effort to remain in compliance.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

3 CalRecycle, 2018.

5.B.e

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

In
iti

al
 S

tu
dy

 - 
N

eg
at

iv
e 

D
ec

la
ra

tio
n 

A
rv

in
 S

O
I  

(P
ub

lic
 H

ea
rin

g 
- S

O
I A

m
en

d 
an

d 
M

SR
 U

pd
at

e)



Initial Study for City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018
Municipal Service Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

CITY OF ARVIN PROPOSED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AMENDMENT, MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW, WILLIAMSON ACT ORDINANCE

- 36 -

B. Mandatory Findings of Significance

I. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

Less than Significant: Refer to previous statement in Section IV (Biological Resources).

II. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of probable future projects)?

Less than Significant: Although the proposed SOI and MSR do not directly impact greenhouse gas
emissions, since the SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and
service area, the proposed Project could represent the first step in the development of the SOI
Amendment areas. Future development of the SOI Amendment Areas could could result in cumulatively
considerable impacts, however, existing laws and regulations, including those that require further
environmental analysis of future projects would reduce the Project’s cumulative impacts.

III. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant: There are no development or land use approvals associated with the Project, the
proposed SOI and MSR that would directly cause substantial adverse effects on human beings. Since the
SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and service area, the
proposed Project could represent the first step in the development of the SOI Amendment areas.
Indirectly, future development of the SOI Amendment Areas has the potential to cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, therefore as explained in previous sections existing laws and
regulations, including those that require further environmental analysis and mitigation of future projects
would substantially lessen the potential.
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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact 

Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse 

(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the  

summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:

Project Title:

Lead Agency:

Contact Name:

Email:

Project  Location:

Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Revised September 2011

Summary Form for Electronic Document Submittal  

City       County

Form F

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that 
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Phone Number:
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City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018, Municipal Services Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

City of Arvin

Jake Raper or Jerry Breckinridge

jraper@arvin.org or jbreckinridge@arvin.org 1-661-854-2822

Arvin Kern

Print Form

PROJECT NAME: City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018, Municipal Service Review, and

Williamson Act Ordinance

PROJECT LOCATION: Citywide. City of Arvin, County of Kern, California.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project would allow for an expansion or amendment to the City’s SOI and

includes an update to the City’s MSR to assess the City’s ability to provide services within the SOI. A zone ordinance to

provide for the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed

into the city limits is associated with the city’s plans for lands within the sphere.

The city has identified a Preferred SOI and an Alternative SOI. The preferred SOI would allow for an expansion to the

City’s SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres, an increase of 3,491 acres. In the event that

the board of the Local Agency Formation Commission, does not find the preferred SOI to be warranted at this time, the

city is proposing an alternative SOI that would allow for an expansion to the City’s SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to

approximately 5,159 acres, an increase of 1,995 acres

No significant effects are identified



Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by 

agencies and the public.
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No known controversy - The city of Arvin is working with the Kern County Board of Supervisors in establishing the

required tax sharing agreement for lands to be included in the sphere of influence update. Kern County LAFCo staff has

provided preliminary review of the proposed project and no areas of controversy have been identified.

Kern County LAFCo

Kern County
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City of Arvin
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIAL STUDY/CHECKLIST
City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018.
Municipal Service Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

1. PROJECT OVERVIEW

This document is the Initial Study prepared to eval uate the potentially significant environmental
effects associated with a proposed amendment to the City of Arvin’s Sphere of Influence (SOI), update
to the city’s Municipal Services Review (MSR), and a change to the zoning code, collectively referred
to as the “Project.”

The Cortese/Knox/Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (CKH Act or Act) requires
LAFCo to update SOIs for all applicable jurisdictions within the County.  An SOI is defined by California
Government Code section 56425 as “....a plan for the probable physical boundary and service area of
a local agency or municipality...”

The  Act  further  requires  that  LAFCos  conduct  a  Municipal  Service  Review  (MSR)  prior  to,  or  in
conjunction with, the update of an SOI.  As part of their decision–making process, LAFCO is required
to review ad consider the potential environmental effects that could result from the proposed SOI
Update and MSR.

The purpose of this Initial Study is to identify the nature and scope of the environmental analysis and
review required for the proposed project.  The City of Arvin is both the project proponent as well as
the Lead Agency for the proposed project.  As the Lead Agency, the City of Arvin is responsible for
ensuring that the environmental impacts associated with the implementation of the proposed project
are understood.

The City of Arvin is the Lead Agency for this project pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines. The Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) is the
agency responsible for overseeing the proposed expansion and evaluating the city’s ability to provide
municipal services.

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project would allow for an expansion or amendment to the City’s SOI and includes an
update to the City’s MSR to assess the City’s ability to provide services within the SOI.  A zone ordinance
to provide for the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties
which are annexed into the city limits is associated with the city’s plans for lands within the sphere.

The city has identified a Preferred SOI and an Alternative SOI.  The preferred SOI would allow for an
expansion to the City’s SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres, an increase
of 3,491 acres.  In the event that the board of the Local Agency Formation Commission, does not find
the preferred SOI to be warranted at this time, the city is proposing an alternative SOI that would allow
for an expansion to the City’s SOI from approximately 3,164 acres to approximately 5,159 acres, an
increase of 1,995 acres.

The City of Arvin does not currently have an ordinance providing for the continuation, nonrenewal, or
cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city limits.  The
proposed amendment to the city’s SOI would include lands held under Williamson Act contract.
Therefore, the Project includes a change to the municipal code adding a chapter to provide for the
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CITY OF ARVIN PROPOSED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AMENDMENT, MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW, WILLIAMSON ACT ORDINANCE
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continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts, which is referenced as “WA
ordinance” in this Initial Study. The city, after acquiring land in a preserve by annexation, would have
all the rights and responsibilities specified in Government Code Section 51235 for the administration
of such contracts, including filing maps with the Director of Conservation, and making appropriate
findings pursuant to Government Code Sections 51281.1 through 51286 for cancellations.

The proposed MSR will be performed for basic data collection and resource evaluation and will not
result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15306, the preparation and review of the MSR is categorically exempt and only the potentially
significant impacts resulting from the SOI amendment and WA ordinance will be discussed in this initial
study.

3. PURPOSE OF THE INITIAL STUDY

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that the Lead Agency of a project – in this
case the City of Arvin – evaluate the direct and indirect environmental impacts associated with the
project.   Projects  may,  however,  be  exempt  from  CEQA  through  either  statutory  exemptions  or
categorical exemptions.  Projects not qualifying for exemption must be evaluated within the
framework  of  an  Initial  Study  to  establish  the  potential  significance  of  known  or  expected
environmental impacts.

An Initial Study constitutes preliminary analysis of potential project impacts to be used for assessing a
need to prepare a detailed EIR.  The purpose of an Initial Study, according to the CEQA Guidelines
[Section 15063(c)], is to:

1. Facilitate environmental assessment early in the design of a project;
2. Provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare

an EIR or a Negative Declaration;
3. Provide documentation of the factual basis for the finding in a Negative Declaration that a

project will not have a significant effect on the environment;
4. Enable an applicant or Lead Agency to modify a project and effect modifications to the project

or elements of the proposed project, mitigating potentially adverse significant impacts, and
thereby enabling the project to qualify for a Mitigated Negative Declaration;

5. Eliminate unnecessary EIRs;
6. Determine whether a previously prepared EIR could be used with the project; and
7. Assist the preparation of an EIR, if one is required, by:
8. Focusing the EIR on the effects determined to be significant;
9. Identifying the effects determined not to be significant;
10. Explaining the reasons for determining that potentially significant effects would not be

significant with appropriate mitigation actions; and
11. Identifying whether a program EIR, tiering, or another appropriate process can be used for

analysis of the project’s environmental effects.

This Initial Study is prepared as the basic document for determining whether or not implementation
of the project may cause significant adverse environmental impacts.
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4. PROJECT INFORMATION

A. Project Title:

City of Arvin 2018 Sphere of Influence Amendment, Municipal Service Review, and Williamson
Act Ordinance

B. Lead Agency Name and Address:

City of Arvin
200 Campus Drive
Arvin, CA 93203

C. Contact Person and Phone Number:

Jake Raper
City Planner
(661) 854-6183

D. Project Location:

The City of Arvin is located in Kern County.  The City is situated approximately 10 miles east of
SR-99 and about 15 miles southeast of downtown Bakersfield and about 100 miles north of
downtown Los Angeles.  Figure 1 shows the regional location of the City. Figure 2 shows a map
of the proposed Sphere of Influence (Preferred). Figure 3 shows a map of an Alternative Sphere
of Influence.

E. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:

City of Arvin
200 Campus Drive
Arvin, CA 93203

F. General Plan Designation:

Estate Residential, Residential Reserve, Low Density Residential, Medium Residential Density,
High Density Residential, General Commercial, Light Industrial, Heavy Industrial, Parks, Public
Facilities, Schools, and Agriculture. Figure 4 illustrates the General Plan Land Use designations.

G. Zoning:

E (Estates), R-S (Suburban Residential), R-1 (One-family Dwelling), R-2 (Two-family Dwelling), R-
3 (Limited Multiple-family), R-4 (Multiple-family Dwelling), C-O (Professional Office), C-1
(Restricted Commercial), C-2 (General Commercial), N-C (Neighborhood Commercial), M-1 (Light
Manufacturing), M-2 (Light Manufacturing), M-3 (General Manufacturing), A-1 (Light
Agricultural), A-2 (General Agricultural), OS (Open Space), SCH-CUP (School Conditional Use
Permit), P (Automobile Parking), D (Architectural Design), B (Buffer), PUD (Planned Unit
Development), MUO (Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed Use Overlay). Figure 5 illustrates the zoning
for the City.
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City of Arvin

FIGURE 1:  REGIONAL LOCATION MAP 4
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FIGURE 2:  PREFERRED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 5
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FIGURE 4: GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DIAGRAM (AS OF 2018)
77
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RR-RR-4

FIGURE 5: ZONING MAP (AS OF 2018)
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This Chapter presents the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Checklist and contains the environmental analysis
for all impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and mitigation measures. The CEQA Guidelines
provide the following environmental checklist to allow lead agencies to meet the requirements for an
initial study by meeting the requirements of the CEQA Guidelines.

Potential environmental impacts are separated into the following categories:

· Less Than Significant After Mitigation Incorporated.  This category applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures would reduce an effect from a “Potentially Significant
Impact”  to  a  “Less  Than  Significant  Impact.”   The  lead  agency  must  describe  the  mitigation
measure(s), and briefly explain how they would reduce the effect to a less than significant level
(mitigation measures from earlier analyses may be cross-referenced).

· Less Than Significant Impact.  This category is identified when the proposed Project would result
in impacts below the threshold of significance, and no mitigation measures are required.

· No  Impact.   This  category  applies  when  a  Project  would  not  create  an  impact  in  the  specific
environmental issue area.  “No Impact” answers do not require a detailed explanation if they are
adequately supported by the information sources cited by the lead agency, which show that the
impact does not apply to the specific Project (e.g., the Project falls outside a fault rupture zone).
A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on Project-specific factors as well as
general standards (e.g., the Project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a
Project-specific screening analysis.)

If the Proposed Project does not have the potential to present a significant impact a given topic, the
relevant section provides a brief discussion of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Proposed
Project could have a potentially significant impact on a resource, the topic discussion provides a
description of potential impacts and appropriate mitigation measures, permit requirements and/or
regulatory compliance measures that would reduce those impacts to a less than significant level.
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A. Environmental Checklist

I. Aesthetics

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significa
nt Impact

No
Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the site and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d): The proposed Project will not grant or change the land use approvals necessary
for site development within the proposed sphere.  The city of Arvin is relatively flat.  There are no scenic
vistas identified within the existing or proposed SOI.  There are no scenic highways or corridors that will
be affected by the Project. The proposed SOI and MSR will therefore not involve a physical change in the
environment, nor can they be expected to result in significant impacts on the existing character or quality
of the physical site and its surroundings. No new sources of light and glare are associated with the Project
as proposed.

The proposed SOI and MSR do not grant land use approvals that would result in site development, and
will therefore not involve a physical change in the environment, nor can they be expected to result in
significant impacts on scenic resources including trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway in the City. The adoption of the proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the
city to administer the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties
which are annexed into the city limits.  The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with
the policies currently in effect in Kern County.  No physical change would occur through a change in
administration by the City of Arvin versus administration by Kern County.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

II. Agriculture and Forest Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,
to non-agricultural use?
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Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources
Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion
of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): The SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and service area.
This SOI amendment action, however, could represent the first step in the development of the SOI
Amendment Areas, although development could also occur now under the County’s jurisdiction. The
proposed SOI amendment, MSR and WA act ordinance will not convert farmland to non-agricultural use.
The proposed SOI and MSR will not involve any physical change in the environment, nor can the Project
be expected to result in adverse impacts that conflict with agricultural use of land. The proposed Project
would provide for the continuation of Williamson Act contracts and will not involve any physical change
in the environment, nor can the Project be expected to result in adverse impacts that conflict with
agricultural use of land. The adoption of the proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the city to
administer the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which
are annexed into the city limits.  The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with the
policies currently in effect in Kern County.  No physical change would occur through a change in
administration by the City of Arvin versus administration by Kern County.

Future development of the SOI Amendment Areas in the City would require an annexation request to both
the City and LAFCO. Annexation and subsequent development requests would be subject to all the
provisions and requirements of Arvin’s General Plan and zoning ordinance.  Future discretionary approvals
will require the preparation and certification of additional environmental documentation to address
potential impacts to agricultural land and agricultural resources that could result from any land use
changes or development projects.  In addition, there is a reasonable expectation that conversion of
existing farmland that may occur in the future will be conducted in compliance with current regulations
instituted for the protection of farmlands.

Item (b), (c), (d), and (e): There is no forest land as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g),
timberland as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526, or timberland zoned Timberland Production
as defined by Government Code section 51104(g) within the Project vicinity. Furthermore, the Project is
not anticipated to result in adverse impacts that conflict with existing zoning for said lands. The proposed
SOI amendment and MSR will not grant land use approvals for site development, change land use and
zoning designations, or induce substantial population growth.
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Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

III. Air Quality

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant

With Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient
air quality standard (including releasing emissions
which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d):  There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed
Project. The Project is not anticipated to conflict with or obstruct the implementation of applicable air
quality plans. The proposed Project will not result in physical changes, construction, or development that
could potentially violate air quality standards or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air
quality violations; result in cumulatively considerable net increases of criteria pollutants; expose sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; nor create objectionable odors. The adoption of the
proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the city to administer the continuation, nonrenewal, or
cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city limits.

The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with the policies currently in effect in Kern
County.  Compliance with SB 375, Sustainable Community Strategy, and Arvin’s adopted General Plan
policies presented below will further ensure that air quality impacts on sensitive receptors will be less
than significant:

LU-2.1 Require new development, wherever possible, to provide convenient, direct and safe bicycle and
pedestrian connections.

LU-2.2 Create active neighborhood districts that cluster jobs, services, goods and cultural and recreational
uses within walking distance of residences to create a focus for community activity.

LU-2.3 Develop the Jewett Square and Meyer/Sycamore opportunity sites as walkable neighborhoods,
with assets and amenities that contribute positively to Arvin's quality of life and civic identity.

LU-2.4 Work with the Arvin Union School District to identify and pursue opportunities to accommodate
instructional activities and other District operations within the Jewett Square site, including the
creation of a one-stop center for educational and community services.
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AQ-1.1 Encourage strategic land use patterns for businesses that reduce the number and length of motor
vehicle trips, and that encourage alternative modes of travel.

AQ-1.2 Encourage employment-intensive development with a high number of jobs per unit of land area
within walking or bicycling distance of existing neighborhoods, and discourage such development
in more remote areas.

Impacts to air quality, violations of air quality standards, including impacts that may be considered
cumulatively considerable that are associated with the amendment or expansion of the City’s SOI would
be responsible for compliance with existing environmental regulations.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

IV. Biological Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy
or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), (d),(e), and (f):  There are no land use or development projects associated with the
proposed Project.  The Project would not result in any physical changes to the environment. The Project
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will not adversely affect any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. No physical changes will occur as a result of the Project that would adversely affect
any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  No
physical changes will occur as a result of the Project that would adversely affect federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means.  No physical
changes are proposed in the environment that could interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites.

Changes in jurisdiction that could occur as a result of the Project are not anticipated to conflict with any
local or regional policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy
or ordinance.  Nor would changes in jurisdiction that could occur as a result of the Project conflict with
the provisions of any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans. Future discretionary approvals will require
the preparation and certification of additional environmental documentation to address potential impacts
to biological resources.

The adoption of the proposed WA ordinance provides the basis for the city to administer the continuation,
nonrenewal, or cancellation of Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city
limits.  The provisions of the proposed WA ordinance are consistent with the policies currently in effect in
Kern County.  No physical change would occur through a change in administration by the City of Arvin
versus administration by Kern County.

Impacts  to  biological  resources  associated with the amendment or  expansion of  the City’s  SOI  can be
reasonably mitigated through compliance with environmental regulations.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

V. Cultural Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of an archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5?

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of  dedicated cemeteries?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d):  Much of the area within the proposed SOI has previously been disturbed, either
through urban development or cultivation.  According to the National Register of Historic Places, no
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existing structures that are considered as having significant historical value exist in the City. In addition,
prior environmental documents for redevelopment projects in the City indicated that there were no listed
historic properties or archaeological sites within the developed portions of the SOI.  However, in a records
request obtained for the City’s General Plan update, the Southern San Joaquin Valley Archaeological
Information Center indicated there is a possibility that archaeological resources might be present.
Historically, the Yokuts tribe populated the San Joaquin Valley from the Sacramento-San Joaquin River
Delta south to Bakersfield and also the adjacent foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountain range. The Yokuts
tribe also inhabited the foothills of the Coastal Range, which lies to the west of the San Joaquin Valley. In
addition, while there is no listed evidence of known archaeological or paleontological resources in the
City, if future activities in the City reveal previously unidentified cultural deposits, an archaeologist must
be afforded the opportunity to evaluate any additional finds and to complete the analysis in accordance
with CEQA guidelines, as amended.

As no physical changes are proposed, the proposed Project is not anticipated to cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in §15064.5 or an archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.5. No direct physical changes will occur that have the potential to destroy a
unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic feature.  Should more extensive remains be
identified, existing regulations require that grading/construction shall be halted in the area of concern so
that the findings can be assessed.  If it is determined that more formal data recovery is needed, existing
regulations require that a controlled excavation shall be required to adequately record the find and
recover the associated cultural materials.

The proposed project does not grant land use approval necessary for site development that would result
in earthmoving, and will therefore not result in physical changes that have the potential to disturb human
remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries.  California Administrative Code, Title
14, Section 4307 prohibits individuals from removing, injuring, defacing or destroying any object of
paleontological, archaeological, or historical interest or value.  In addition, requirements for further
environmental analysis of future discretionary projects would be necessary to obtain approval of land use
permits.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

VI. Geology and Soils

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as

delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication
42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?
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Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project,
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-
B of the most recently adopted Uniform Building Code
creating substantial risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use
of septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) through (a iv):  The occurrence of a major earthquake in the vicinity of Arvin could result in loss
of life, injury and property damage. Ground shaking would be responsible for the majority of the damage
within the City of Arvin.  There are no known earthquake faults in the City or the area of the proposed
SOI.  As illustrated on Figure 6, the White Wolf Fault located to the southeast, is the closest known fault.
Future land use approvals resulting in building construction shall be in conformance with the latest
adopted edition of the California Building Code, to ensure that any development will be in compliance
with earthquake safety regulations.

A landslide is the descent of earth and rock down a slope. The City is located in a relatively flat area and
landsides are highly unlikely.  Arvin has existing General Plan Safety policies in place to ensure, that any
future landslide impacts do not occur.

Item (b):  The potential for soil  erosion is low to moderate. New development in the City may require
some grading to provide for building pads, parking facilities, utilities and drainage.  According to the
General  Plan,  lose  of  top  soil  is  slight,  due  to  the  low  degree  of  slope  of  the  land  and  to  the  highly
permeable  nature  of  the  soil.   Policy  1.1.3  of  the  General  Plan  Safety  Element  requires  all  proposed
development to adhere to safe and accepted practices for minimizing

Item (c) and (d): All new construction and development in the City must adhere to the California Building
Code and standard building practices, policies and guidelines to ensure that any geologic impacts including
on- and off-site landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence and expansive soils are less than significant.

Item (e):Currently there are approximately 30 parcels within the City that are still dependent on septic
tanks for sewer disposal.  According Veolia Water, the existing system is adequate to meet the needs of
the City and any future housing development will connect to the existing wastewater disposal system.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.
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FIGURE 6:  MAP OF THE WHITE WOLF FAULT LOCATION 18
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VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant

With Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) and (b): Although the proposed SOI and MSR do not directly impact greenhouse gas emissions,
since the SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and service area, the
proposed Project could represent the first step in the development of the SOI Amendment areas. Future
development of the SOI Amendment Areas could indirectly impact greenhouse gas emissions.  Future
discretionary approvals will require the preparation and certification of additional environmental
documentation to address potential air quality impacts.

Item (b):  Policies adopted by the City for purposes of reducing the Emissions of greenhouse gases include:

Policy AQ-1.1: Encourage strategic land use patterns for businesses that reduce the number and length of
motor vehicle trips, and that encourage alternative modes of travel.

Policy AQ-1.2: Encourage employment-intensive development within walking or bicycling distance of
existing neighborhoods, and discourage such development in more remote areas.

Policy AQ-1.3: Support the location of ancillary employee services (such as child care, restaurants, banks,
convenience markets) at or adjoining major employment centers, in order to reduce the need for
midday vehicular travel.

Policy AQ-1.4: Promote self-supporting developments inclusive of homes, schools, civic uses, retail and
neighborhood services within walking distance of each other.

Policy  AQ-1.5:  Promote infill  growth within  existing  urban areas  as  a  priority  over  outward expansion,
where appropriate.

Policy AQ-1.6: Promote site planning and design that prioritizes pedestrian and bicycle access and
contributes to a safe, pleasant street environment for those arriving on foot or bicycle.

Policy AQ-1.7: Recommend the use of traffic calming measures, where appropriate, within subdivision
plans (e.g., median crossing islands, curb extensions, mini-roundabouts) in order to improve the
safety and viability of pedestrian and bicycle travel.

Policy AQ-1.8: Coordinate with the SJVAPCD on the review of proposed development projects.

Policy AQ-1.9: Submit transportation improvement projects to be included in regional transportation
plans (RTP, RTIP, CMP, etc.) that are found to be consistent with the air quality and climate change
goals and policies of the General Plan.

Policy AQ-1.10: To the greatest extent feasible, identify and mitigate the air quality and greenhouse gas
emissions impacts of all development projects.
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Policy AQ-3.6: Proactively work with appropriate State, County, regional, and local agencies as well as
private partners to seek funding sources and implement programs to reduce water and energy
use, reduce pollutant emissions and reduce the creation of greenhouse gases.

Policy LU-7.1 Locate new medium and high density residential developments within walking distance
of local retail, services and community facilities.

Policy AQ-6.3: Actively work with and support agricultural activities to develop, implement and find
funding sources for programs and initiatives that improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gases
and particulate matter. Policy LU-7.2  Encourage or facilitate the inclusion of complementary
land uses not already present within a neighborhood district such as grocery markets, daily
services and parks.

Policy LU-7.3: Incorporate green building practices such as on-site solar energy generation, water
conservation and environmentally friendly building materials as part of new residential
development.

Although the proposed SOI and MSR do not include land use approvals, future development within the
proposed SOI would be expected to adhere to the adopted policies. Future development of the SOI
Amendment Areas could indirectly impact greenhouse gas emissions.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.
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VIII.   Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving wildland fires, including where
wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b) and (c):  There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed Project.
The Project would not result in any physical changes to the environment. Future buildout of the proposed
project, made possible by amendment of the SOI boundaries could potentially result in the development
of industrial uses or other uses that may routinely transport hazardous materials or that could potentially
result in upset or accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials.  No land use approvals
are associated with the Project, including those that would emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous
or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing school.  Any
such uses will be restricted to transport via those streets designated by the City.  Future development
made possible by the proposed project will comply with the existing General Plan Safety and Circulation
Element policies related to hazardous waste management and emergency preparedness.  In addition,
adherence with standard requirements and procedures of appropriate local, county, state and federal
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regulatory agencies should ensure that routine transport of hazardous materials will not create a hazard
to the public or the environment.

Item (d): Arvin has one site within its existing city limits that is listed as a federal superfund site. The Brown
and Bryant Arvin facility, located at 600 S. Derby Street, covers 4.7 acres and was utilized for the storage
and sale of liquid fertilizer, insecticides, herbicides, fumigants and defoliants. The facility began operations
in 1960, selling a complete line of agricultural products. Waste disposal practices, operational spillage,
and poor housekeeping of pesticides, herbicides, fumigants, and defoliant contributed to the
contamination. Wastewater was disposed in a poorly lined pond and two concrete sumps. The deeper
regional aquifer is used by the Arvin Municipal Water system and is also used for local agricultural
endeavors. The closest public well is located about 1,700 feet south and downgradient of the site. USEPA
listed the site on the National Priorities List (NPL) on 10/4/1989. The facility is no longer in operation. The
site is fenced and access is restricted. In late 1998 and early 1999, contaminated soil were consolidated
on a 1.2 acre southern portion of the site and capped in accordance with RCRA subtitle C standards for
cover systems..1

As the existing hazardous materials site is within the existing city limits, the proposed SOI amendment will
not be located on an identified hazardous waste site.  Risk to the public related to the sites impacts to
groundwater the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) took over the Operation and
Maintenance of the caps in 2012. USEPA is currently leading the Remedial Action of site groundwater.
The Project will not exacerbate or worsen the existing condition.

Item (e) and (f): The Project is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport. The nearest private airport is the agricultural (crop dusting) landing strip
located approximately one quarter mile to the southwest of the Creekside Airport, located at 4581 N.
Wheeler  Ridge  Road,  located  approximately  ¼  mile  to  the  southwest  of  both  the  city  limits  and  the
proposed SOI. The City is not located within the limits of the airport impact zone.

Item (g): The Project does not propose any changes to the roadway system or evacuation routes designed
by the City that will interfere or have a negative impact on emergency response.  The evacuation of people
will proceed according to the City’s policies related to emergency preparedness. In addition, the City will
continue to coordinate emergency response and relief services with county, state, federal and volunteer
agencies.

Item (h): The entire City is shown as “unzoned” on the Fire Hazard Severity Zone map for Kern County
produced by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire) and is not identified as a
high risk area. Furthermore, the existing General Plan Safety Element includes a policy which ensures the
safety of the residents of the City through proper consideration of the location of earthquakes faults and
their relationship to development, natural flooding hazards from storm runoff slope development, and
related problems of earth slippages and potential for hazards from fire in brush or grasslands.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

1 California Department of Toxic Substances Control, Envirostor website, accessed
11/29/2018,<<https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report?global_id=15280011>
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IX.   Hydrology and Water Quality

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production
rate of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level
which would not support existing land uses or planned
uses for which permits have been granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the
rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which
would result in flooding on- or off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage
systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?
g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as

mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation
map?

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures
which would impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss,
injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as
a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed Project.
Development that would be associated with amending the City’s SOI or WA ordinance would be expected
to comply with adopted water quality standards and waste discharge requirements.

Item (b), (c), and (d): The Project does not propose or allow for land use or development approvals. That
would deplete or interfere with groundwater supplies, alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, or create or contribute runoff water. Future development made possible by the proposed project
would be responsible for adherence to applicable development standards and policies, and the provision
of needed public improvements that would reduce potential impacts related to groundwater supplies and
site drainage to a level of less than significant.
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Item (f): The Project, which is a change of jurisdictional boundary of the City’s SOI and adoption of an
ordinance for Williamson Act contracted lands will not directly affect water quality.  The development
potential made possible by amending the City’s SOI will through compliance with existing regulations
present a less than significant impact on water quality.

Item (g), (h), and (i):  The Project does not propose or allow for land use approvals that would result in
the direct approval of development or housing.   The City participates in the National Flood Insurance
Program.  According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the City is in the 100-year
flood zone with designation zones A, AO and X. Figure 7 presents the FEMA flood map for the City.  The
Flood Zones are defined as:

§ Zone A – Areas subject to flooding by the one percent annual change flood (100-year storm) with
no base flood elevation determined.

§ Zone AO -- Areas subject to flooding by the one percent chance flood with flood depths of one to
three feet with an average depth and flood velocity determined.

§ Zone X (shaded) – Areas of a 0.2 percent annual chance flood, areas subject to the one percent
annual chance flood with average depths of less than one foot or with drainage areas less than
one square mile, and areas protected by levees for the one percent annual chance flood.

Because the City is in the 100-year flood zone, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements and
floodplain management standards apply.

In order to minimize flooding impacts, and pursuant to FEMA requirements, Chapter 15.32 (Floodplain
Management) of the Arvin Municipal Code establishes flood-resistant standards for building anchoring,
construction materials and methods, storage of materials, utilities and land subdivisions.  In addition,
FEMA requires that for all new construction, the ground floor must be raised at least 24 inches above the
highest adjacent grade.

Item (j): A seiche is a standing or stationary wave in an enclosed or partially enclosed body of water, such
as lakes, reservoirs, and bays.  The only enclosed bodies of water within the City of Arvin that could induce
seiche or seiche-related phenomena are two man-made lakes located in the southern portion of the City.
Due to the relatively small size of the lakes, seiche would not cause a significant impact on the homes in
the area.  A tsunami, also referred to as a tidal wave, is a sea wave generated by submarine earthquakes,
major landslides, or volcanic action.  Arvin is located in the Central Valley, hundreds of miles from the
California coastline, thus eliminating the potential hazard to people and structures from tsunamis. The
possibility of mudflows is extremely low, given the absence of hillside and mountainous terrain within the
City. There are no enclosed bodies of water within the City of Arvin that could induce seiche or seiche-
related phenomenon.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.
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X.   Land Use and Planning

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Physically divide an established community?

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project
(including, but not limited to the General Plan, specific
plan, local coastal program, or zoning ordinance)
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or
natural community conservation plan?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): The proposed SOI would serve to bridge the gap in services for the existing community and its
surrounding developments.  The existing disadvantage community of Edmundson Acres and the existing,
currently undesignated development located at the northwest corner of Sunset Blvd. and N. Comanche
Drive are proposed for inclusion in Arvin’s SOI. In addition, other developed areas adjacent to Arvin’s
corporate boundaries are included.  Amendment of the SOI and eventual annexation of these developed
communities and other areas would serve to physically unite established development.

Item (b): Applicable land use plans within the proposed SOI include the Kern County Land Use, Open
Space, and Conservation Element and Arvin’s General Plan and Kern County Zoning Ordinance.  The goals,
objectives, and policies of Arvin’s General Plan, Land Use and Conservation and Open Space Elements and
Arvin’s Zoning ordinance, including the proposed WA Ordinance associated with the Project are closely
related to Kern County’s adopted plans and ordinances. While minor differences exist, such differences
do not rise to the level of conflict.  Arvin’s adopted and proposed General Plan and Zoning ordinances
include policies and regulations for the purpose of avoiding and/or mitigating environmental effects that
do not conflict with existing adopted pans for areas within the proposed SOI.

Item (c): There are no existing adopted habitat conservation plans or natural community plans that are
applicable to the area.  Neither the proposed SOI amendment nor the proposed WA ordinance would
conflict with policies advancing the preservation of habitat or natural communities. Arvin’s General Plan
includes policies to conserve and protect natural resources and open space areas within its boundaries,
including the proposed SOI.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XI. Mineral Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?
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Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

Discussion of Impacts

Item(a) and (b): Amendment of the City’s SOI and adoption of the proposed WA ordinance will not result
in the loss of availability of a known or locally important mineral resource. The most pertinent, locally
important mineral resources in the area are: 1) oil and gas; and 2) sand and aggregate materials.  While
Arvin does not specifically have ordinances addressing the mining of sand and aggregate material, the
mining of sand and aggregate materials is not specifically prohibited. Sand and aggregate material mining
if presented could be addressed on an individual basis pursuant to Municipal Code Section 17.56.

On July 17, 2018, Arvin adopted an ordinance (Municipal Code Section 17.46) for purposes of protecting
the health, safety, public welfare, physical environment and natural resources of the city by reasonably
regulating oil and gas activities.  The ordinance allows oil and gas facilities, equipment, and operations,
including but not limited to exploration; production; storage; processing; transportation; disposal;
plugging/abandonment and re-abandonment of wells.  Oil and gas activities are subject to approval of a
Conditional Use Permit, within unrestricted commercial, manufacturing and agricultural zones.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XII.   Noise

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in
excess of standards established in the local general
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in the project
area to excessive noise levels?

5.B.i

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

3-
A

rv
in

 S
O

I I
S 

 (P
ub

lic
 H

ea
rin

g 
- S

O
I A

m
en

d 
an

d 
M

SR
 U

pd
at

e)



Initial Study for City of Arvin Proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment 2018
Municipal Service Review, and Williamson Act Ordinance

CITY OF ARVIN PROPOSED SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AMENDMENT, MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW, WILLIAMSON ACT ORDINANCE

- 28 -

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise levels?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c), and (d): The proposed SOI amendment and adoption of proposed WA ordinance will not
directly result in land use approvals that will generate noise.  The eventual development represented by
SOI amendment would be subject to regulations and policies promulgated for purposes of protecting
people from excessive permanent or temporary noise levels, including groundbourne vibration.

Item (e) and (f): As previously discussed in Section VIII, Item (e) and (f), the Project is not located within
an airport land use plan or within two miles of a public airport.  There is no applicable airport land use
plan in Arvin’s vicinity.  Activity at the private air facility located to the southwest of Arvin experiences
insignificant amount of activity as a result of crop dusting.  No land use approvals are associated with the
Project therefore, people residing or working in the proposed SOI would not be subject to excessive noise
levels generated by airports.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XIII.   Population and Housing

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? As
the Project is an amendment to boundaries of an incorporated city. The Project could indirectly induce
population growth through the eventual adoption of more intensive residential densities and land uses.
The Project under consideration does not propose any land use approvals or development approvals.  The
Project is the non-physical amendment of a jurisdictional and political boundary.  Eventual adoption of
land uses leading to population growth may be expected to adhere to existing regulations and policies
requiring further environmental analysis pursuant to both CEQA and the City’s development policies.
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Therefore, it is reasonable to expect that these existing regulations will provide for adequate mitigation
of the Project’s indirect impacts.

Item (b): The Project does not grant land use approvals or allow for development of land.  The Project will
not displace housing or people necessitating the construction of new or replacement housing.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XIV.   Public Services

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new
or physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times or other performance
objectives for any of the public services:
Fire protection?

Police protection?

Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

 Discussion of Impacts

Item (a): The Project the non-physical amendment of a jurisdictional and political boundary and will not
result in physical impacts.  As demonstrated by the associated Municipal Service Review, government
facilities adequate for serving the Project are in place, however, the eventual physical development
represented by the Project would require the construction, alteration, or expansion of facilities.  Said
expansion would be subject to payment of development impact fees or a development agreement that
would mitigate or substantially reduce the impacts of future construction, alteration, or expansion of
facilities.

Fire Protection. Fire  protection  service  is  provided  by  the  Kern  County  Fire  Department.   The  Fire
Department operates Station 54 on 301 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA. 93203.  Station 54 currently has nine
staff members and 2 fire engines.

Police Protection. Police  protection  services  for  the  City  of  Arvin  are  provided  by  the  Arvin  Police
Department from its headquarters located at 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA 93203. Staffing levels, facilities
and level of service are considered adequate for the current population. However, the carrying capacity
represented by expansion of the City’s SOI would result a direct increase in demand for police protection
services.  Mutual aid agreements with the Kern County Sheriff’s Department and California Highway Patrol
could help supplement police protection services in the City.   In addition, Arvin employs policies known
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as Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED), further the reduce the demand for police
protection.

Schools. Development within the proposed SOI could result in an increase in demand for school services.
Compliance with the proposed General Plan policies and adherence to adopted policies, which include
payment of school impact fees will further ensure that impacts on schools will be less than significant

Parks. The future population would require additional parks and recreational facilities. Currently there
are four parks within the City totaling 42 acres. The current the land-to-resident ratio is 2.7 acres per 1,000
residents. The Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Act of 2088 (AB 31) considers
any community with a ratio of three acres per 1,000 residents as a "critically underserved community".
Therefore, the City is already underserved and any addition growth would exacerbate the need.  Arvin’s
General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element promotes the use and preservation of existing parks
and open space areas.  Compliance with General Plan and Municipal Code requirements encourage the
expansion of recreational facilities significantly reducing the potentially adverse physical effects on the
environment in regards to parks and other recreational facilities.

Other Public Facilities. The eventual development represented by the proposed Project would
necessitate the construction, alteration or expansion of facilities necessary for water delivery to serve the
area.  Existing City requirements dictate the construction and/or payment of fees for the construction of
public facilities including the construction, alteration or expansion of facilities necessary for water
delivery.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XV.   Recreation

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require
the construction or expansion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) and (b): Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated? The SOI amendment and WA ordinance adoption do not propose any physical development
that would directly impact existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities.
Deterioration of park facilities indirectly caused by the development represented by an increase of the
City’s SOI can be adequately mitigated by the application of existing policies and regulations requiring
development.  No recreation facilities or other physical construction or expansion are associated with the
Proposed SOI amendment and WA ordinance adoption.
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Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XVI.   Transportation and Traffic

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy
establishing measures of effectiveness for the
performance of the circulation system, taking into
account all modes of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but not
limited to intersections, streets, highways and
freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass
transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management
program, including, but not limited to level of service
standards and travel demand measures, or other
standards established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads or
highways?

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either
an increase in traffic levels or a change in location that
result in substantial safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities,
or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of
such facilities?

Discussion of Impacts

Item (a), (b), (c) and (f): The proposed SOI amendment and WA ordinance adoption will not conflict with
any applicable plans, ordinances or policies establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance
of the circulation system, any mode of transportation, including mass transit and non-motorized transit.
The City’s existing Circulation Element establishes policies and objectives that set the standards for the
adoption of plans for intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and
mass transit.  The Kern County Council of Governments (KernCOG), the regional congestion management
agency has not identified any conflicts between Arvin’s objectives and policies relating to transportation
and/or circulation.

In 2009, an analysis of traffic conditions anticipated through 2030 was prepared for the existing roadways
segments in the City. According to the analysis, future traffic volumes for several roadway segments were
developed using the KernCOG traffic model and existing traffic counts.  The future traffic volumes reflect
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expansion of the City based on the City’s then current adopted Land Use Policy Map.  A comparison
between the previous Land Use Policy Map (used by the traffic analysis) and the Land Use Policy Map
adopted with Arvin’s 2012 General Plan Update, showed the carrying capacity or buildout conditions of
the City’s circulation system to exceed the City’s estimated buildout.2  As there are no physical changes
proposed with the Project, it can be assumed that the conditions described in the 2009 traffic analysis
represent a less than significant traffic impact represented by the Project.

Item (c): The Project, which is a change in jurisdictional boundaries and the adoption of an ordinance to
address Williamson Act contracted properties will not result in a change in air traffic patterns, including
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in location. There are no critical air traffic control patterns
or designated approach/take off zones over the City such that an increase in air traffic or flight pattern
that would create safety risks to both residents and air travelers would occur.

Item (d) and (e): There are no physical changes such as design features, sharp curves or dangerous
intersections associated with the Project, nor are there changes proposed to existing or future emergency
access points.  The Project will not introduce incompatible uses to the area. The area is bounded by
existing farm uses and farm equipment is a regularly seen and compatible occurrence within the Arvin
community.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XVII. Tribal Cultural Resources

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant

With Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance  of  a
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code
section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape
that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of
the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a
California Native American tribe, and that is:

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical
resources as defined in Public Resources Code
section 5020.1(k), or

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c)
of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying
the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

2 Arvin General Plan Update, Initial Study, dated August 21, 2012.
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Discussion of Impacts

Item (a) and (b): Previous records searches by the Native American Heritage Commission failed to identify
the presence of Native American sacred lands in any portion of the City.  The local Kern Valley Indian
Tribes have not submitted any formal requests for consultation and have indicated that there are no
known sensitive tribal lands in the City.  Pursuant to AB 52, Arvin submitted notice to the tribes of the
proposed Project on December 13, 2018.  If a formal request is received, the City will consider information
in determining the project’s impacts before adopting the Negative Declaration.  The local Native American
tribes have previously indicated there are no known sensitive tribal lands in Arvin’s immediate vicinity.
The Project does not propose any physical changes to lands within its proposed SOI.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

XVIII.  Utilities and Service Systems

Would the project:
Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less than
Significant With

Mitigation
Incorporation

Less than
Significant

Impact
No

Impact

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project from existing entitlements and resources, or are
new or expanded entitlements needed?

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected
demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity
to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal
needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

Discussion of Impacts

To insure that future growth may be provided the needed services such as Fire, Police, storm drainage
maintenance, road infrastructure maintenance, the City will explore the establishment of Community
Services Districts (CSD)or equivalent funding mechanism as provided for in the Mello-Roos Community
Facilities Act of 1982 (California Code sections 53311 through 53317.5 and 53340 through 53344.4).  The
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CSD or equivalent will be established at the applicant’s expense prior to or concurrent with the
discretionary approval of any future development entitlements.

Item (a), (b) and (e) (wastewater): There are no land use or development projects associated with the
proposed Project.  No direct physical changes will occur as a result of the changes in jurisdiction that could
occur as a result of the Project.  The City of Arvin, in partnership with Veolia Water Inc., is responsible for
sewer service in the City.  Wastewater generated in the City is conveyed by sewer trunk lines to the Veolia
Water  Treatment  Plant,  located  in  the  City.  Currently,  there  is  a  remaining  treatment  capacity  of
approximately 750,000 gallons per day (gpd) at the Veolia wastewater treatment facility.  Changes made
possible as a result of the Project would result in the eventual need for additional sewer capacity, will be
subject to discretionary decisions regarding development approval.  These discretionary approvals will be
governed by the City’s standards and policies that ensure that public infrastructure and utilities are able
to adequately serve the new uses.

Item (b) (d)(water): There are no land use or development projects associated with the proposed Project.
No direct physical changes will occur as a result of the changes in jurisdiction that could occur as a result
of the Project.  The City’s municipal water supply comes from local groundwater wells, operated and
maintained by the Arvin Community Service District (ACSD), a privately-owned utility company.  ACSD
provides water service for the residents of Arvin and the surrounding county area and operates eight
active wells, a 500,000-gallon above-ground storage tank, and an elevated 70,000-gallon storage tank.
The well water is currently distributed in the City through ACSD’s water distribution system.  According to
the ACSD, the district’s historic water production in 2015 was approximately 635 million gallons (mg). The
total combined capacity or potential rate of production is approximately 6,650 gpm or 10,700 acre-feet
per year (afy).

According to the Arvin Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), adopted on August 1, 2016, the City’s
2015 demand for potable, raw, and recycled water was 635 mg.  The projected demand for water for the
period  2020  through  2040  is  estimated  to  increase  from  1,160  mg  to  2,090  md  respectively.  was
approximately 3.6 million gallons per day (gpd).

Agricultural water used within the proposed SOI would be provided by the Arvin Edison Water Storage
District (AEWSD), the current supplier of agricultural water in the area proposed for expansion of Arvin’s
SOI.  Land Uses within the SOI are expected to remain in agriculture.

ACSD’s 2015 UWMP indicated that due to AEWSD’s recharge efforts, groundwater conditions were
improving in  the area.  AEWSD imports  surface water  into its  service  area for  direct  recharge into the
groundwater basin via its recharge facilities.  AEWSD has contracts for and purchases surface water from
the federal Central Valley Project (CVP). AEWSD operates groundwater recharge facilities covering nearly
1,800 acres that benefits is entire 132,000 acres (approximate) that includes ACSD.

Item (c): The City’s existing drainage facilities include curb and gutter, cross gutters, drainage inlets,
siphons, storm drain pipeline, and drainage basins.  The drainage system empties into storage ponds
where, due to the high permeability of the soil, most of the water percolates into the water table.

The City updated its Storm Drainage Master Plan in 2010.  In addition, the Capital Improvement Plan,
outlines planned stormwater system improvements for years 2016 through 2021. Historically, although
the City has an adopted storm drain master plan, it had not successfully implemented the plan, resulting
in numerous smaller basins being constructed throughout the city.  The intent of the 2010 Plan is to ensure
that larger, consolidated basins are constructed so that the overall storm drainage system operates more
efficiently.  Development will be required to install storm drainage infrastructure and/or pay fair-share
costs and development fees to fund those improvements.  To correct past stormwater drainage issues,
the City developed a large basin near the northwest corner of Millux Road and Comanche Drive intended
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to serve the southwestern area of the community.  The city is completing its Sycamore drainage project
in November 2018.

Impermeable surfaces are expected to increase over time as new development occurs on vacant or under-
developed properties. Such improvements could result in additional urban run-off into the existing
drainage system.  Compliance with Arvin’s General Plan policies presented below will further ensure that
impacts will be less than significant:

CO-5.2: Implement the measures for drainage improvements as specified in the Master Drainage Plan for
Arvin.

CO-5.3 Direct the City Engineer and Flood Control District to review all development proposals and ensure
adequate protection from flood damage.

Item (f): The City is served by the Bakersfield Metropolitan (Bena) Landfill. The Bena Landfill is authorized
to receive an annual average collection of 4,500 tons per day.3  The permitted maximum disposal in this
landfill  is 4,500 tons per day.  Bena Landfill  is permitted to stay operational until  November 2042.  Its
maximum design capacity is approximately 27.2 million tons, and currently there is a remaining capacity
of  20.7  million  tons  (75.9%).    Therefore,  the  Project  will  be  served  by  a  landfill  sufficient  permitted
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs.

Item (g): The City of Arvin is currently in compliance with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations
related to solid waste.  The City intendeds to continue to make a good faith effort to remain in compliance.

Mitigation Measure(s): None are required.

Conclusion: The proposed Project would have a less than significant impact without application of
mitigation measures.

3 CalRecycle, 2018.
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B. Mandatory Findings of Significance

I. Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

Less than Significant: Refer to previous statement in Section IV (Biological Resources).

II. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of probable future projects)?

Less than Significant: Although the proposed SOI and MSR do not directly impact greenhouse gas
emissions, since the SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and
service area, the proposed Project could represent the first step in the development of the SOI
Amendment areas. Future development of the SOI Amendment Areas could could result in cumulatively
considerable impacts, however, existing laws and regulations, including those that require further
environmental analysis of future projects would reduce the Project’s cumulative impacts.

III. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant: There are no development or land use approvals associated with the Project, the
proposed SOI and MSR that would directly cause substantial adverse effects on human beings. Since the
SOI amendment request is a plan for the City’s probable physical boundary and service area, the
proposed Project could represent the first step in the development of the SOI Amendment areas.
Indirectly, future development of the SOI Amendment Areas has the potential to cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, therefore as explained in previous sections existing laws and
regulations, including those that require further environmental analysis and mitigation of future projects
would substantially lessen the potential.
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Acronyms 
ACSD, Arvin CSD .................................................................................................. Arvin Community Services District 

AEWSD ................................................................................................................. Arvin-Edison Water Storage District 

AF ......................................................................................................................................................... Acre-foot/Acre feet 
Note:  1 acre-foot = 325,851 gallons 

AFY .......................................................................................................................................... Acre feet of water per year 

BMRPD ......................................................................................................Bear Mountain Recreation & Parks District 

Caltrans .......................................................................................................... California Department of Transportation 

CEQA .................................................................................................................. California Environmental Quality Act 

CKH ...................................................... Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 

CDP............................................................................................................................................. Census Designated Place 

City ................................................................................................................................................................... City of Arvin 

DOF ............................................................................................................................ California Department of Finance 

FY ......................................................................................................................................................................... Fiscal Year 

GPD ............................................................................................................................................................ Gallons per day 

GPM ....................................................................................................................................................... gallons per minute  
Note:  1 gpm = 1.61 AFY (assuming continuous pumping) 

LAFCo ................................................................................................................. Local Agency Formation Commission 

MG ................................................................................................................................................................. million gallons 
Note:  1 MG = 3.07 AF 

MGD ........................................................................................................................................ Millions of gallons per day 

MSR ............................................................................................................................................ Municipal Service Review 

OPR....................................................................................... California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 

RWQCB ............................................................................................................. Regional Water Quality Control Board 

SKCD ................................................................................................................................ South Kern Cemetery District 

SOI ....................................................................................................................................................... Sphere of Influence 

WWTF/P .............................................................................................................. Wastewater Treatment Facility/Plant 

 
Note: the terms “District” and “district” are used throughout this MSR report.  When capitalized, it is being 
used in the context of discussing a specific special district (i.e. the District).  When not capitalized, it is being 
used in a generic sense (i.e. a district). 
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I. Introduction 
The law governing Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCos) was substantially modified effective 
January 1, 2001 following the adoption of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization 
Act of 2000 (CKH).  Among the changes introduced with the adoption of CKH is the requirement that each 
LAFCo, as necessary, review and update the sphere of influence (SOI) of each city and special district within 
its county every five (5) years. In August 2003, the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 
adopted Local Agency Formation Commission Municipal Service Review Guidelines as required by the then current 
version of Government Code Section 56430. 
 
In order to establish an SOI, LAFCo must make written determinations regarding the following: 
 

• The present and planned land uses in the area, including agricultural and open space lands 

• The present and probable future need for public facilities and services in the area 

• The present capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services that the agency provides or is 
authorized to provide 

• The existence of any social or economic communities of interest in the area if the commission 
determines that they are relevant to the agency 

• For an update of a sphere of influence of a city or special district that provides public facilities or 
services related to sewers, municipal and industrial water, or structural fire protection that occurs 
after July 1, 2012, the present and probable future need for those public facilities and services of any 
disadvantaged unincorporated community within the existing sphere of influence 

 
Additionally, CKH provides that no sphere of influence (SOI) can be updated until the local LAFCo 
conducts a municipal service review (MSR) for the agency in accordance with Section 56430 to determine that 
the proposed update promotes the logical and orderly development of the city or district.  In November of 
2011, Section 56430 was amended by the adoption of Senate Bill (SB) 244 to provide that an MSR consist of 
a written statement on the LAFCo’s determinations with respect to each of the following: 

• Growth and population projections for the affected area 

• The location and characteristics of any disadvantaged unincorporated communities within or 
contiguous to the sphere of influence 

• Present and planned capacity of public facilities, adequacy of public services, and infrastructure needs 
or deficiencies including needs or deficiencies related to sewers, municipal and industrial water, and 
structural fire protection in any disadvantaged, unincorporated communities within or adjacent 
contiguous to the sphere of influence 

• Financial ability of agencies to provide services 

• Status of, and opportunities for, shared facilities 

• Accountability for community service needs, including governmental structure and operational 
efficiencies 

• Any other matter related to effective or efficient service delivery, as required by commission policy. 

Specifically, SB 244 modified LAFCo law to require that LAFCos consider effects to disadvantaged 
unincorporated communities when either property adjacent to one of said communities is annexed or during 
preparation of an MSR for an SOI amendment after July 1, 2012.  The written determinations in the MSR are 
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intended to provide LAFCo sufficient information to allow it to make the written determinations needed to 
establish an agency’s SOI. 

 
Kern County LAFCo (LAFCo) generally follows the procedures adopted in the OPR guidelines, as amended 
by recent statutory changes.  It most recently adopted an MSR for the Arvin area in 2007. As of 2018, the 
City is examining the possibility of expanding its SOI in order to attract and accommodate subsequent 
development and to capitalize on economic advantages afforded by recent federally designated Opportunity 
Zones . This MSR has been prepared in accordance with Section 56430 and with OPR’s Service Review 
Guidelines. It evaluates the following public service providers’ abilities to provide their respective services 
within the area illustrated in Figure I-1. 

• City of Arvin 

• Arvin Community Services District  

• Arvin-Edison Water Storage District 

• Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District 

• South Kern Cemetery District 
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Figure I-1.  Arvin City Limits, Proposed Sphere of Influence/MSR Study Area
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II.  Agency Profiles 
Although the City of Arvin provides many services directly, other services are provided by external public 
agencies that are better suited to provide those services in order to maintain a safe and healthy living 
environment. The service levels of all services providers are vital to the City’s ability to expand its SOI and 
facilitate development.  Public services providers addressed in this report include the City of Arvin, Arvin 
Community Services District, Arvin-Edison Water Storage District, Bear Mountain Recreation & Park 
District, and South Kern Cemetery District. Note that Kern LAFCo does not include analysis of school 
districts as part of a municipal service review report. 

A. City of Arvin 
The City of Arvin, incorporated in 1960, is located near the base of the Tehachapi Mountains, approximately 
16 miles southeast of Bakersfield in the southeastern portion of California’s San Joaquin Valley.  The 
California Department of Finance estimates Arvin’s population at 21,696 as of January 2018.  The City’s 
corporate boundary (i.e. the city limits) currently encompasses 3,056 acres (4.78 square miles).  The city 
limits and existing SOI are coterminous (Figure I-1). 
 
The City is seeking an amendment to its SOI to increase the area within the sphere from approximately 
3,164 acres to approximately 6,655 acres.  The SOI amendment would allow the City to include recently 
designated Opportunity Zones that are located in close proximity to Arvin’s current sphere.  At the request 
of Kern LAFCo, the SOI amendment also encompasses two adjacent occupied areas.  Consistent with 
LAFCo objectives, the adjacent occupied areas include the community of Edmundson Acres, a designated 
Disadvantaged Unincorporated Community, and a second, unnamed, occupied development consisting of 
residences, industrial structures, and farm buildings generally located northwest of Sunset Avenue and 
Comanche Road. 
 
Within Arvin’s proposed SOI are areas that are currently held under Williamson Act Contract.  Arvin has 
drafted and intends to adopt an ordinance to provide for the continuation, nonrenewal, or cancellation of 
Williamson Act contracts for properties which are annexed into the city limits.  Areas of the city currently 
held under Williamson Act contract may be annexed into the City while being used for agricultural related 
purposes pursuant to the principles of compatibility set forth in Government Code Section 51238.1(a) and 
the provisions of the draft ordinance.  The draft ordinance is included as Appendix “A” of this MSR.  
Adoption of the draft Williamson Act Ordinance will follow approval of the SOI amendment. 

II.A.1 General Plan Land Uses 
As is the case with each city and county in California, Arvin is required to maintain a general plan.  The 
general plan, which the California Supreme Court described as the “constitution for all future 

development”,1 is a policy document comprising seven mandatory elements2 and, at an agency’s discretion, 
any number of optional elements.  The City of Arvin General Plan Update, last comprehensively updated in 
2012, is organized as follows: 

• Land Use Element (adopted August 21, 2012) 

                                                      
1 Lesher Communications, Inc.  v. City of Walnut Creek, 52 Cal. 3d 531, 540 (1990). 
2 Land use, circulation, open space, conservation, noise, safety, and housing.  As long as they contain the requisite information, elements may be 
combined and/or given different names. 
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• Conservation and Open Space Element (adopted August 21, 2012) 

• Air Quality Element (adopted August 21, 2012) 

• Community Health Element (adopted August 21, 2012) 

• Circulation Element (adopted August 21, 2012) 

• Housing Element (Last Adopted March 27, 2018)  

• Noise Element (adopted 1988) 

• Safety Element (adopted 1988) 

• Economic Development Element (adopted 1988) 

 
The General Plan provides a foundation for general land uses and intensities within the overall planning 
area.  Arvin has adopted land use designations as depicted in Figure II-1.  In addition, Arvin has developed 
a conceptual land use plan for purposes of guiding the land uses through future general plan amendments.  
While the conceptual land use plan is not an adopted plan, it has been presented to Arvin’s City Council as a 
precursor to amending the SOI and to gain support from the council for a comprehensive General Plan 
update.  The comprehensive General Plan update would included for consideration in Arvin’s next budget 
cycle. The conceptual land us plan is presented in this MSR in support of the SOI amendment and the draft 
Williamson Act Contract zone text amendment also included in this MSR. Each element of the General Plan 
provides decision makers with a series of goals related to its subject matter along with more-specific 
objectives and policies that, when implemented, will further the objectives and goals. 

 
Arvin’s General Plan Land Use Map (Figure II-1) identifies the largest portion of the planning area for Low 
Density Residential development.  Commercial land uses are focused along Bear Mountain Boulevard, the 
primary east-west corridor in the community.  Industrial areas are identified along Tejon Highway and in the 
southwestern area of town.  Public uses (i.e. governmental and/or institutional aside from schools) are 
located north of Bear Mountain Boulevard to either side of Campus Drive. Other uses, such as higher-
density residential, parks, and schools, are scattered throughout the plan area.  Vacant lands within the city 
limits, most specifically in the south and southeast, are designated for residential, commercial, and industrial 
development.  In addition to being located within the 100-year flood zone, which may present special 
requirements for development, these lands are located away from major transportation corridors, which 
further reduces their desirability to developers. 

II.A.2 Zoning 
The City of Arvin Zoning Ordinance, Title 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code, establishes the regulatory 
standards that the City uses to implement or approve development in accordance with the General Plan.  
The Zoning Ordinance applies specific zoning districts, or zones, to all lands within the city limits.  It 
provides lists of permitted, conditionally permitted, and prohibited uses within each of those zoning districts 
along with applicable development standards, and details the administrative procedures needed to facilitate 
the processing of development applications.  The Zoning Ordinance, including the Official Zoning Map 
(Figure II-3) provides: 

• Six residential zones; 

• Four commercial/office zones; 

• Three industrial/manufacturing zones; 
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• Two agricultural zones; 

• One open space zone; and 

• Four additional zones that either serve as overlays or are used in conjunction with the above-
mentioned zone districts to provide enhanced development standards. 

To accommodate growth, the City is investigating an expansion to its sphere of influence. In addition to the 
existing SOI, the region analyzed in this MSR includes the expansion areas as illustrated in Figure I-1, which 
include. 

• Opportunity Zones as created by the tax code by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on December 22, 2017. 

• Approximately 0.75 square mile north and northeast of the city limits.  The City intends to include 
approximately 160 acres for residential uses north of Arvin High School and 320 acres for industrial 
uses east of Tejon Highway.   

• Edmundson /Acres, located north of Sunset Avenue, an identified Disadvantaged Unincorporated 
Community (DUC). 

II.A.3 Profile 
Contact:   Jerry Breckinridge, City Manager 

Physical & Mailing Address:   Arvin City Hall 
200 Campus Drive 
Arvin, CA 93203 

Telephone:    (661) 854-3134 

Fax Number:   (661) 854-0817 

Email:    jbreckinridge@arvin.org  

Services Provided:   Fire Protection, Law Enforcement, Solid Waste, Wastewater, Storm  
Drainage, Streets, Transit, Parks, Building Inspection, Planning 

Date Incorporated:    December 21, 1960 

II.A.3.1 Government   
The City of Arvin is a general-law city operating under the council-manager system of government. The five-
member Council comprises the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem, and three City Council Members. The Council 
holds it regular meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 PM in the City Council 
Chambers, 200 Campus Drive, Arvin, CA.  As of October 2018, the City Council is constituted as follows: 
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Table II-1.  City Council 
City Council 

Member Term Began Term Ends 

Jose Gurrola, Jr., Mayor December  2016 December 2020 

Jess Ortiz, Mayor Pro Tem December 2014 December 2018 

Erika Madrigal, Council Member  December 2014 December 2018 

Jazmin Robles, Council Member December 2014 December 2018 

Gabriela Martinez, Council Member December  2016 December 2020 

 

Table II-2.  City Information 

City Information 
Statistics 

Area in City: 3,056 acres (4.78 square miles) 

Area in Sphere of Influence: 3,136 acres (4.90 square miles) 

Number of Assessor’s Parcels: 2,941 (approximately) 

Current Service Connections: Sewer:  3,200 (approximately) 

Executive/Management Staff: City Manager oversees operations based upon policy established 
by, and direction received from, the City Council 

II.A.4 Services Provided 

II.A.4.1 Fire Protection 
The City of Arvin provides fire prevention, fire protection, emergency medical services, and related services 
through a contract with the Kern County Fire Department (KCFD). Other Fire Department functions 
include hazardous materials mitigation, public education and training, arson investigation, air operations, and 
apparatus maintenance.  The Department provides service to Arvin and the surrounding area from Station 
54 located at 301 Campus Drive in Arvin (Figure II-5).  KCFD employs more than 625 permanent staff, 
and serves an area spanning more than 8,000 square miles and a population of more than 500,000.  Station 
54 maintains a staff of three full-time firefighters equipped with two Type 1 engines and one Type 4 FWD 
Watershed Patrol. In the event that additional personnel are needed to address an emergency, Station 51 is 
located in Lamont approximately 6.2 miles to the northwest. 

II.A.4.2 Law Enforcement 
The Arvin Police Department provides law enforcement services within the Arvin city limits and, via a 
mutual aid agreement with the Kern County Sheriff and the California Highway Patrol, may offer assistance 
in unincorporated areas of Kern County.  As of October 2018, the Department maintains 20 sworn officers 
and 8 non-sworn personnel.  In addition to law enforcement, the Police Department also engaged in the 
Police Activities League (P.A.L.).  The Police Department is located at 200 Campus Drive (Figure II-5). 

II.A.4.3 Solid Waste 
The City provides solid waste, green waste, and recycling services via a contract with Mountainside Disposal 
(Mountainside).  Solid waste from Arvin is primarily disposed of at the Bakersfield Metropolitan (Bena) 
Sanitary Landfill, although the Kern County Waste Management Department (KCWMD) operates a number 
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of additional landfills throughout the area (Figure II-6).  A substantial amount of Arvin’s waste is taken to 
the McKittrick landfill in western Kern County, and some waste is sent as far as Simi Valley in Ventura 
County.  Both Mountainside and KCWMD take an active role in encouraging recycling and proper green 
waste disposal.  Within Arvin, Mountainside offers annual special opportunities for recycling, bulky waste 
disposal, and Christmas tree recycling. 

II.A.4.4 Wastewater 
The City adopted its Sewer System Management Plan in 2008 and it in 2014. It is anticipated that the City 
Council will authorize updating the Sewer System Master Plan and drafting an environmental document on 
November 6, 2018. This plan, when completed, will include a comprehensive Capital Improvement Plan.  
As of the adoption of the Sewer System Management Plan, the City’s wastewater system included 
approximately 36 miles of gravity lines, 635 manholes, and 1 (one) lift station.  It serves approximately 4,740 
users.  Of those, 187 were commercial connections.  There were no significant industrial users. 
The City has owned and operated its wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal facilities since 1989, 
prior to which the facilities were owned and operated by the Arvin County Sanitation District.  The 
wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), constructed in 1938 and expanded in 1953, 1984 and 1999 is managed 
by a private contractor, Veolia.  As part of the contract between the City and Veolia, Veolia is responsible 
for operations, maintenance, and oversight and construction management of capital improvement projects.  
Upgrades are approved and funded by the City. 

 
A lift station in southeastern Arvin serves approximately 306 single-family residences and one undeveloped 
commercial lot; the remainder of the wastewater collection system flows via gravity.  Most of the collection 
system comprises sewer mains of between four and eight inches in diameter.  These smaller lines feed into 
15-inch-diameter trunk sewer pipelines.  South of Sycamore Road, an 18-inch-diameter sewer interceptor 
carries waste south and west to the WWTP.  The interceptor has a capacity of 3.8 million gallons per day 
(mgd), far in excess of the 2.0 mgd average WWTP capacity, and is considered in good condition.  The 
wastewater system is illustrated in Figure II-7. 

II.A.4.5 Storm Drainage 
All of Arvin and much of the surrounding area lies within one or five hundred year floodplains of Caliente 
Creek as determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Water flow in the creek is 
only seasonal, but historically has conveyed large volumes of water over short time periods and has caused 
flooding within the City. The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) categorizes most of the city as being 
within Zone AO, wherein there exists a one percent or greater chance of flooding in a given year with an 
average depth of one to three feet.  Other areas within Arvin are included in Zone A, in which flooding has a 
one percent chance per year to occur, but where no base flood elevation has been determined.  The 
remainder of the City’s SOI  is located in Zone X, or areas of moderate (0.2% to 0.5% annual chance) flood 

hazard. 3,4 

 
Storm runoff generated in Arvin is accommodated via a combination of surface drainage (i.e. streets and 
gutters) and storm drain pipelines that together channel runoff to a series of basins for evaporation and 
percolation.  The City also has a few “dry well” inlets which allow for percolation of runoff directly into the 
underlying subgrade.  The City most recently updated its Storm Drainage Master Plan in 2010.  The Master 
Plan delineates watersheds within and around Arvin and identifies existing and proposed basins, pipelines, 
siphons, and other improvements, such as curb and gutter, intended to minimize flooding (Figure II-8).  The 
City currently maintains 164 basins and eight additional basins are identified in the Master Plan.  The 
Sycamore Road Storm Drain Project has recently been completed in October of 2018, and is a single, larger 
basin on the west side of Comanche Drive north of Millux Road that allows the City to avoid construction of 

                                                      
3 Arvin General Plan Update, Page CO-12 (2012). 
4 FEMA FIRM Map No. 06029C2775E, September 26, 2008. 
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one or more master-planned basins in the southwestern part of the community.  Its location is also reflected 
in Figure II-8.  Note that the three southwestern-area master-planned basins are still reflected on Figure 
II-8, as the City has not made a final determination about whether they will be relocated or removed from 
consideration.  To reduce clutter, the figure does not show certain southwestern-area master-planned 
pipelines in the vicinity of the Sycamore Road basin project. 

II.A.4.6 Streets 
As with most cities in the Valley, the major street system in Arvin is oriented in a grid pattern along section 
and quarter-section lines consistent with the Public Lands Survey System (PLSS).  Major streets are typically 
spaced at one-mile intervals, with secondary streets at the half-mile mark between major streets.  Local 
streets, while generally oriented along the same grid, have more flexibility as to the specific alignments.  The 
2012 Circulation Element of the General Plan identifies three categories of major streets in the 2030 future 
circulation map: principal arterial, minor arterial, and collector; the major street network is illustrated in 
Figure II-9.   

 
Bear Mountain Boulevard (State Route 232) is the primary east-west and commercial corridor in Arvin, and 
is the only street designated as a principal arterial.  It sees the heaviest traffic volume among Arvin’s streets.  
As a component of the State Route System, Bear Mountain Boulevard carries not only traffic within the 
community, but also carries through traffic between Interstate 5 and State Route 99 to the west and State 
Route 58 to the east. 

 
Minor arterials function in a similar fashion as the principal arterial.  Their purpose is to move higher 
volumes of traffic throughout the community while providing some limited access to large developments.  
Minor east-west arterials include Sunset Boulevard just north of the city limits, , Sycamore Road, and Millux 
Road south of Bear Mountain Boulevard..  Minor north-south arterials include, from west to east, 
Comanche Drive, Tejon Highway/Derby Street, and Tower Line Road. 

 
Collector streets function to provide a connection between local streets and higher volume roads.5  Collector 
streets include Varsity Road, Franklin Street, El Camino Real, Burkett Boulevard, Campus Drive/Meyer 

Street,6 and Malovich Road. The City is also responsible for maintaining all streets other than Bear Mountain 
Boulevard.  These streets are typically installed by developers and dedicated to the City after construction is 
completed.   

II.A.4.7 Transit 
Arvin Transit provides public transportation along a number of fixed routes.  The service operates Monday 
through Friday, except on holidays.  Fixed routes include:  

• Arvin Local.  Provides transit to and from 15 stops located near key points (e.g. schools, parks, 
health care facilities, government offices) within Arvin.  Includes 18 daily circuits/round trips. 

• Arvin-Lamont.  Five daily round trips include six stops within Arvin and seven within Lamont.  A 
sixth round trip, the Arvin-Lamont Express, omits three of the standard stops in southern Arvin, 
but includes two additional stops.  The overall shorter route provides a slightly faster circuit to and 
from Lamont. 

• Arvin-Tejon.  Provides two daily rounds trips between Arvin and the Tejon Ranch Commercial 
Center (formerly Tejon Industrial Complex). 

                                                      
5 Arvin General Plan Update Circulation Element, Page 14 (2012) 
6 Campus Drive and Meyers Street share an alignment.  The street is called Campus Drive to the north of Bear Mountain Boulevard and Meyers Street 
to the south. 
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• Arvin-Bakersfield.  Provides two daily round trips between Arvin and Bakersfield. 

The fixed routes within Arvin can be seen in Figure II-10.  Arvin Transit also operates a Dial-a-ride 
program for senior citizens and disabled persons.  Under this program, eligible individuals may arrange for 
pickup and drop-off at a location of their choosing that need not be on one of the fixed routes.  This service 
is available only within the Arvin city limits. 

II.A.4.8 Parks 
Arvin currently operates four parks: DiGiorgio, Kovacevich, Smothermon, and Felecita, totaling 
approximately 42 acres (see Figure II-11). These parks offer active and passive open spaces, shade trees, 
soccer, softball, and baseball fields, basketball courts, pavilions, tables and benches, and play structures.  
Smothermon Park also features a senior center operated by Kern County and a day care facility owned by 
the California Department of Education and operated by the Community Action Partnership.  The Bear 
Mountain Recreation & Park District operates a public swimming pool at DiGiorgio Park. 

 
The City recently developed Garden in the Sun Park in 2017.  This park contains game tables, picnic tables, 
play structures, and facilities for bocce ball on approximately 4.0 acres.  The City is also completed the 
development of an action sports facility at DiGiorgio Park for bicyclists and skateboarders. Other pending 
park facilities are discussed in III.B.1.8. 

II.A.4.9 Building & Planning 
The City of Arvin’s Community Development Department is used to ensure the safety of residents while 
within structures via issuance of building permits and inspection of buildings during construction.  This has 
the added effect of ensuring that insurance companies’ legal requirements are met should insurance claims 
be filed.  The City employs one building inspector, and contracts out its building plan-check services. 

 
The City of Arvin’s Planning Department provides day-to-day planning and long range planning. The 
Department works with Engineering, Building, and most other City Departments to move projects forward 
efficiently.  The City currently contracts its planning services in order to reduce costs while maintaining a 
high quality of service.  At present, the City employs one part-time contract planner, whose services are 
easily expandable as circumstances warrant without the need to bring on additional City staff. 
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Figure II-1.  Existing General Plan Land Use Map
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Figure II-2.Conceptual General Plan Land Use Map
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Figure II-3.  Zoning Map
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Figure II-4.  Williamson Act Contracted Lands Map
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Figure II-5.  Public Safety  
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Figure II-6.  Solid Waste Landfill Locations 
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Figure II-7.  Wastewater System  
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Figure II-8.  Storm Drainage System & 100-Year Flood Area  
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Figure II-9.  Circulation System 
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Figure II-10.  Public Transit Routes 
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Figure II-11.  Public Parks 
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Figure II-12.  Arvin Community Services District 

5.B.j

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

4-
C

ity
 o

f A
rv

in
 M

SR
 2

01
8 

_f
in

al
 -1

  (
Pu

bl
ic

 H
ea

rin
g 

- S
O

I A
m

en
d 

an
d 

M
SR

 U
pd

at
e)



  Section II:  Agency Profiles 

City of Arvin 2018 Municipal Service Review 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group • December 2018 II-21 

 
Figure II-13.  Arvin-Edison Water Storage District 
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Figure II-14.  Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District  
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Figure II-15.  South Kern Cemetery District 
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B. Arvin Community Services District 
The Arvin Community Services District (ACSD) was formed on November 26, 1956, to provide municipal 
water service. At that time, domestic water service in and around Arvin was provided by the Arvin Water 
Company.  In 1957, ACSD purchased the Water Company’s existing water system, which has been expanded 
and upgraded over time to account for increases in population and an expanded service area.  Its SOI 
encompasses Arvin and an outlying region of unincorporated Kern County.  Its service area includes Arvin’s 
urbanized area and a number of noncontiguous areas scattered throughout its SOI as illustrated in Figure 
II-12.  

II.B.1 Profile 
Contact:     Raul Barraza, General Manager 

Physical & Mailing Address: 309 Campus Drive 
Arvin, CA 93203 

Telephone:    (661) 854-2127 

Fax Number:    (661) 854-8230 

Email:    rbarraza@arvincsd.com  

Services Provided:   Domestic water 

Date Established:   November 26, 1956 

Board of Directors:   The Board of Directors comprises a President, a Vice President, and three  
Board Members.  It meets on the first and third Mondays of each month at 
6:00 PM at the District office on Campus Drive.  As of October 2018, the 
Board of Directors is constituted as follows: 

 
Table II-3.  Arvin Community Services District Board of Directors 

Arvin Community Services District Board of Directors 
Member Term Began Term Ends 

Rafael Gallardo, President December 2012 December 2018 

Maria Alvarez, Vice President December 2014 December 2020 

Cesar Moreno, Board Member December 2014 December 2018 

Roberto Rodriguez, Board Member December 2016 December 2020 

Jude A. Urueta,  Board Member December 2016 December 2018 
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Table II-4.  Arvin Community Services District Information 

Arvin Community Services District Information 
Statistics 

Area in District: 3,720 acres (5.81 square miles) 

Area in Sphere of Influence: 6,064 acres (9.48 square miles) 

Current Service Connections: 3,536 (approximately) 

Executive/Management Staff:  Manager oversees operations 

II.B.2 Services Provided 

II.B.2.1 Domestic Water 
At present, ACSD’s water supply consists entirely of groundwater produced by seven wells located within 
Arvin; two additional wells are under construction.  The seven wells have a combined capacity of 5,450 

gallons per minute (gpm),7 and the District estimates that its wells produced a total of 902,471,674 gallons 

(2,770 acre-feet) in 2015.8 Most of the production and distribution system is interconnected via a looped 
series of water mains that, along with a booster station in the northern part of Arvin, serves to provide both 
adequate volume and pressure throughout the system.  The water system is shown in Figure II-12.  Arvin 
CSD provides domestic water to approximately 3,536 customers.  While ACSD primarily provides water 
within the city limits of Arvin (approximately 97 percent of its customers), it also includes a number of non-
contiguous areas as well as the Disadvantaged Unincorporated Community (DUC) of Edmundson Acres. 
 
In 2016, ACSD completed its 2015 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP). Within the UWMP, ACSD 
looked at past population trends and projected those trends forward to 2035. The water demand population 
projections and associated infrastructure are reflective of State-mandated water conservation requirements. 
As a result of identified groundwater contaminants and state-mandated compliance, the ACSD has also 
adopted and implemented an Arsenic Mitigation Program. In addition, as a result of water conservation 
mandates from the State Water Resources Control Board, ACSD has implemented the following water 
conservation measures: 

• No residential or commercial irrigation on Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays 

• Irrigation must occur between the hours of 6:00 PM and 10:00 AM 

• No washing of paved surfaces except for health and/or safety reasons 

• Eliminate irrigation runoff onto non-target areas and/or paved surfaces 

• Use hand-held hose equipped with a positive shut-off nozzle and/or use a bucket to water areas not 
irrigated by an irrigation system.  These methods of watering and drip irrigation are allowed at any 
time, as is irrigation of nursery propagation beds and/or livestock. 

• Wash vehicles with a bucket and a hose with a positive shut-off nozzle or with a mobile high-
pressure/low-volume wash system, or wash at a commercial site that recycles water onsite 

• Restaurants shall serve and refill water only upon request 

• Use recycled or non-potable water for construction purposes when available 

                                                      
7 Arvin CSD, 2016. Personal correspondence with District Engineer. 
8 Ibid 
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• Limit sprinkler irrigation to ten (10) minutes per station per day.  Does not apply to water-efficient 
systems such as weather-based controllers, drip/micro-irrigation systems, and stream rotor sprinklers 

• Repair all leaks within forty-eight (48) hours of being notified by the District 

• Stop operation of ornamental water features unless recirculated water is used. 

Failure to comply with these regulations may result in the District levying fines ranging from $50 to $500 per 
violation. 

C. Arvin-Edison Water Storage District 
Arvin-Edison Water Storage District (AEWSD) was formed January 29, 1942 pursuant to the California 
Water Act to mitigate groundwater overdraft.  Its boundary and SOI are conterminous, and encompass 
approximately 132,303 acres of primarily agricultural land (Figure II-13).  Although a large portion of the 
District’s boundary overlaps Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District, the two districts do not share 
facilities or actually provide water to the same lands.  The District’s agricultural water service operations 
began in 1966 when it first received a federal water supply.  AEWSD receives surface water from the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation, Kern County Water Agency, and various other water districts (via exchange or 
transfer).  Water is delivered to the District’s facilities from the Friant-Kern Canal via the District’s Intake and 
North Canals, and from the California aqueduct via the Cross Valley Canal and the District’s Intertie Pipeline 
and South Canal. 

II.C.1 Profile 
Contact:     Jeevan Muhar, PE, District Engineer 

Physical & Mailing Addresses: 20401 E. Bear Mountain Boulevard 
P.O. Box 175 
Arvin, CA 93203 

Telephone:     (661) 854-5573 

Fax:     (661) 854-5213 

Email:    arvined@aewsd.org 

Services Provided:    Agricultural water, water management programs 

Date Established:   January 29, 1942 

 

Board of Directors:  AEWSD is divided into nine Director Divisions, each comprising a distinct 
geographic region, as illustrated in Figure II-13.  The Board of Directors 
meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM at the District 
office on Bear Mountain Boulevard.  As of March 2017, the Board of 
Directors is constituted as follows: 
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Table II-5.  Arvin-Edison Water Storage District Board of Directors 

Arvin-Edison Water Storage District Board of Directors 
Member Division Term Ends 

Ronald R. Lehr 1 December 2021 

Jeffrey G. Giumarra 2 December 2018 

Derek Yurosek 3 December 2021 

Dennis B. Johnston 4 December 2018 

John C. Moore 5 December 2021 

Edwin A. Camp 6 December 2018 

Charles Fanucchi 7 December 2021 

Catalino M. Martinez 8 December 2021 

Kevin Pascoe 9 December 2018 

 

Table II-6.  Arvin-Edison Water Storage District Information 

Arvin-Edison Water Storage District Information 
Statistics 

Area in District and Sphere of Influence: 132,303 acres (206.72 miles) 

Executive/Management Staff:  Manager oversees operations 

II.C.2 Services Provided 

II.C.2.1 Agricultural Water 
Within its surface water service area, AEWSD provides agricultural water to approximately 51,400 acres.  In 
2015, an extremely dry year, which included proration of deliveries, AEWSD delivered over 91,000 acre-feet 
from its various supplies to support the agricultural production. In non-critical dry years, AEWSD’s average 
annual deliveries are roughly 140,000 acre-feet/year. 

II.C.2.2 Water Management 
AEWSD is a conjunctive use water agency (i.e. it jointly manages surface and groundwater resources) that 
also provides water management services to third parties including but not limited to groundwater 
banking.  During wet periods, AEWSD delivers surface water to its 1,500 acres of spreading/banking 
facilities, and the water percolates into the underground aquifer for later use.  In dry periods, typically when 
surface water allocations are limited or non-existent, AEWSD can extract the previously banked groundwater 
through its extraction facilities (81 wells) for subsequent delivery to its landowners and/or its water 
management partners.  Additionally, AEWSD exchanges water with other agencies.  At the end of 2015, the 
District’s total amount of previously banked groundwater (through direct spreading activities only) amounted 
to nearly 112,000 af. 

D. Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District 
The Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District (BMRPD) was formed on June 27, 1956, in order to operate a 
summer recreation program at two local swimming pools (Arvin and Lamont) and to provide improved open 
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spaces within its service area. Since then BMRPD’s role has expanded to provide both park and recreation 
services at additional locations.  BMRPD’s 257,600-acre service area is contiguous with its SOI.  In addition 
to Arvin, it includes numerous unincorporated communities and extends south to the Los Angeles County 
line (Figure II-14). 

II.D.1 Profile9 
Contact:     Lorena Cervantes, District Manager 

Physical & Mailing Addresses:  10300 San Diego Street 
P.O. Box 658 
Lamont, CA 93241 

Telephone:    (661) 845-0757 

Fax:      (661) 845-4238 

Email:     bearmtnel2@sbcglobal.net 

Services Provided:    Park facilities and recreation programs 

Date Established:    Not available. 

Board of Directors:   The Board of Directors comprises a Chairman, a Vice Chairman, and  
three Board Members.  It meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
6:30 PM at the David Head Center in Lamont.  As of March 2017, the 
Board of Directors is constituted as follows: 

 
Table II-7.  Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District Board of Directors 

Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District Board of Directors 
Member Term Began Term Ends 

Fredi Castrejon, Chairman December 2014 December 2018 

Jesus Perez, Vice Chairman November 2016 November 2020 

Danny Horton, Board Member November 2016 November 2020 

Robert Rodriguez, Board Member December 2005 November 2018 

Petra Villanueva, Board Member December 2014 December 2020 

 

                                                      

9 Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District did not respond to repeated requests for information. Information contained within this document was 
procured from other public sources, including the 2007 Arvin Area MSR, the District’s website, Kern LAFCo, and County of Kern GIS staff. 
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Table II-8.  Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District Information 

Bear Mountain Recreation & Park District Information 
Statistics 

Area in District and Sphere of Influence: 257,600 acres (402.50 square miles) 

Executive/Management Staff:  Manager oversees operations 

II.D.2 Services Provided 

II.D.2.1 Park Facilities 
Within Arvin, BMRPD operates a public swimming pool at City-owned DiGiorgio Park.  It also operates 
Bear Mountain Park in Lamont and Weedpatch Park in Weedpatch.   

II.D.2.2 Recreational Activities  
BMRPD administers the Junior Giants youth baseball league and offers Zumba aerobics classes in Lamont.  
It does not provide recreational services in Arvin. 

E. South Kern Cemetery District 
The South Kern Cemetery District (SKCD)10 was established August 26, 1957 for the purpose of providing 
and maintaining cemeteries for the burial of District residents or for a family of a resident who has purchased 
a burial plot.  As shown in Figure II-15, the District includes Arvin, portions of southern Bakersfield, and 
portions or all of the unincorporated communities of Lamont, Weedpatch, Bear Valley Springs, Stallion 
Springs, Lebec, Frazier Park, and Lake of the Woods.  Its service area extends south to the Los Angeles 
County line, and is conterminous with its SOI.  

II.E.1 Profile11 
Contact:     Danny R. Brown, District Manager 

Physical & Mailing Addresses:  15543 S. Vineland Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93307 

Telephone:      (661) 845-2540 

Fax:     (661) 845-3861 

Email:    southkerncemetery@gmail.com 

Services Provided:   Burial and interment services, maintenance of burial records. 

Date Established:    August 26, 1957 

Board of Trustees:   The Board of Trustees comprises a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and three  
Trustees that serve staggered four-year terms.  Trustees are elected from 
and by registered voters residing within the District.  The Board meets on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM at the Arvin Library at 201 
Campus Drive.  As of March 2017, the Board of Trustees is constituted as 
follows: 

                                                      
10 Known as Arvin Public Cemetery District until July 11, 1995. 
11 South Kern Cemetery District did not respond to repeated requests for information. Information contained within this document was procured from 
other public sources, including the 2007 Arvin Area MSR, the District’s website, Kern LAFCo, and County of Kern GIS staff. 
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Table II-9.  South Kern Cemetery District Board of Trustees  

South Kern Cemetery District Board of Trustees 
Member Term Began Term Ends 

Farrell Floyd Neeley, PhD, Chairman April 23, 2013 December 10, 2018 

Linda Leary, Vice Chairman February 12, 2013 December 12, 2019 

Chandra Sargent-Mead, Trustee June 7, 2011 December 10, 2021 

Manuel Pontaja, Trustee March 29, 2011 December 10, 2021 

Lowell Edward Chalk, Jr., Trustee December 12, 2015 December 12, 2019 
Note: Based upon the most recent information available online,12 it would appear that the terms of 
Trustees Leary and Pantoja have expired; however, current Board agendas indicate that they are still 
active Board members.  

 
Table II-10.  South Kern Cemetery District Information 

South Kern Cemetery District Information 
Statistics 

Area in District and Sphere of Influence: 466,288 acres (728.58 square miles) 

Executive/Management Staff:  Manager oversees operations 

II.E.2 Services Provided 

II.E.2.1 Burial and Interment 
The District operates the Arvin Cemetery, located three miles due west of Arvin on S. Vineland Road.  It 
offers burial, cremation, and related services.  
  

                                                      
12 http://www.co.kern.ca.us/bos/boards/Southkrn.aspx#.V0R1Cyb2ZhE 
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