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 Table 41 

PERMITTED AND CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USES 

Housing Type 
Zone Category 

R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 E (1,2,3,4,5) C-O N-C C-1 C-2 M-1 M-2 M-3 A-1 A-2 PUD PD MOU 

Single-Family P P P P P             

Multi-Family P P P P P                       P 

Mobile Homes P P P P P                        

Second Units P P P P P                        

Emergency Hospitals (6 or more beds) C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C  

Hospitals, Conval. Homes and 
Sanitariums (all sizes) 

C C C P C C C C C C C C C C C C  

Boarding Schools/Homes C C C P C C C C C C C C C C C C  

Family Day Care Homes C C C P C C C C C C C C C C C C  

Adult Care Facilities/Assisted Living C C C P C C C C C C C C C C C C  

Residential Care Facility P C C C P             

Storage Facility Caretaker Quarters P P P P P                        

Emergency Shelters                     P            

Transitional Housing P                                

Supportive Housing P                                

Single Room Occupancy  P P P                          

Employee/Farmworker Housing P                              

P=Permitted and C=Conditional Use Permit 

R-S: All permitted uses and regulations in the R-S zone are the same as those in R-1 

Source: Arvin Municipal Code 
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Table 42 

FEES AND IMPROVEMENTS 

Service Single-Family  Multiple-Family 

Site Plan Review $2,424.50 $4,425.78 

Tentative Parcel Map $1,400 $1,400 

Tentative Tract Map $2,300 $2,300 

Final Parcel Map $750 $750 

Final Tract Map $1,500 $1,500 

Lot-Line Adjustment/Parcel Map Merger $580 $580 

Conditional Use Permits $1,350 $1,350 

Zone Variance $1,005 $1,005 

Zone Change $1,750 $1,750 

Specific Plan and General Plan 
Amendment 

$1,100 $1,100 

Building Permit Fee1 Building valuation 1.9% Building valuation 1.9% 

Parks impact Fee $2,500/unit $2,500/unit 

Police Service Fee $150/unit  $100/unit 

Traffic Impact Fee $3,942.84/unit  $2,739.80/unit 

Building Standard Fee $1.00/$25,000 building 
valuation 

$1.00/$25,000 building 
valuation 

Strong Motion Instrumentation Fee Building valuation 0.01% Building valuation 0.01% 

Environmental Impact Report $10,000 minimum $10,000 minimum 

Negative Declaration $2,000 minimum $2,000 minimum 

School Fees (Arvin Union and Kern High 
School Districts)  

$8.24/SF $8.24/SF 

Indirect Source Review and Dust Control 
Fees (Air District) 

Based on Emissions 
valuation and 50 units or 

more.  Dust Control Plan fee 
$367 

Based on Emissions 
valuation and 50 units or 

more.  Dust Control Plan fee 
$367 

Water Connection Fee (Arvin 
Community Services District) 

$4,160 $4,1602 

Sewer Connection Fee  $4,400 $3,960 

Source: City of Arvin 

1 Building Valuation Calculations 

2 May vary depending on the scale of 

the landscaping plan 

 

Single-family unit $98.99/SF; garage $36.91/SF; patio/porch $15.00/SF 
Multi-family unit $88.82/SF; garage $36.91/SF; patio/porch $15.00/SF 
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Permit and Processing Procedures 

Undue delays in processing a development application can increase the developer’s cost, 

thereby being a potential constraint on development.  The City's development review 

procedures are relatively uncomplicated.  Depending upon the permits requested, approvals 

may be required by City staff, the Planning Commission, and the City Council.  There are no 

Architectural or Design Review Boards involved in the development review process.   

Housing projects that do not require entitlements and are consistent with the zoning code, 

follow a standard procedure for approval, which includes: 

1. Preliminary construction drawings, including site, floor and design plans, and exterior 

elevations, submitted to Planning Department; 

2. Planning staff conducts field review; notes, comments and corrections are transmitted 

to project applicant; 

3. Construction drawings, revised as directed by Planning Staff, re-submitted to Planning 

Division; 

4.  Planning Staff reviews revised construction drawings for accuracy and completeness; 

5. Approved construction drawings submitted to Building Division for plan check.  

Table 43 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT FEES 

Fees Single Family Unit  
(2,000 SF) 

Multiple Family Unit1 
(1,200 SF) 

Building Plan Permits $4,074.82 $1,597.55 

Strong Motion Instrumentation $21.45 $12.61 

Permit Issuance Fee $23.50 $23.50 

Sewer Permit Fee $35.00 $35.00 

Traffic Impact Fee $3,942.84  $2,739.80 

Park Fee $2,500.00 $2,500.00 

Public Services (Police) Fee $150.00 $100.00 

School Fee2 $16,480.00 $9,888.00 

Water Connection Fee (Arvin 
Community Services District) 

$4,160.00 $4,160.003 

Sewer Connection Fee  $4,400.00 $3,960.00 

Total $35,787.61 $25,016.46 

1 Multiple-Family represents 4 units or more 

2School Fee $8.24/square foot 
3 May vary depending on the scale of the landscaping plan 
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These procedures do not require a public hearing or a planning commission approval.  

The City requires site plan review for all housing projects requiring entitlements (tract or parcel 

map approval, general plan amendments, zone change, variance or conditional use permit), as 

well as all multi-family developments of four units or more.  For projects that require 

entitlements the standard procedure for approval includes:  

1. Formal application and fees submitted by project applicant to the City's Planning and 

Building Department; 

2. Preliminary construction drawings, including site, floor and design plans, and exterior 

elevations, submitted to Planning and Building Department; 

3. Planning staff conducts field review, and notes, comments and corrections are 

transmitted to project applicant; 

4. Construction drawings, revised as directed by Planning staff 

5. Planning staff reviews revised construction drawings for accuracy and completeness; 

6.  Planning staff completes environmental review pursuant to applicable CEQA timeline; if 

project qualifies for categorical exemption -- following review by agencies such as Fire, 

Sheriff, utility providers, etc. -- then, the Planning Staff reviews agency comments and 

schedules Planning Commission public hearing; and 

7. Public hearing is held; resolution for approval is considered by the Planning Commission.  

All proposed multi-family developments costing more than $25,000 in multi-family zones (R-3, 

R-4 and PUD) require the review and approval of a site development permit by the Planning and 

Building Director and the Arvin Planning Commission.  Information for the site development 

permit must include the proposed use, dimensions of the lot; the size, placement and materials 

of the structures; pedestrian and vehicular access and parking; and exterior elements such as 

landscaping, lighting, signage and fencing.  The information enables the City to determine if the 

proposed development project complies with the City's General Plan policies, the Municipal 

Code, and the CEQA requirements.  The full application requirements are outlined in Municipal 

Code Section 17.60.020 and 17.60.030.  Decisions by staff and the Planning Commission are 

appealable to the City Council.  Once the complete application and fees have been submitted to 

the Planning and Building Department, the application is reviewed by the Planning and Building 

Director and considered for approval by the Planning Commission based on the following:   

▪ Compliance with all General Plan policies and the permitted uses and development 

standards in the Zoning Ordinance;   

▪ Compliance with all applicable City ordinances duly adopted by a majority vote of the 

planning commission or the City Council; and 

▪ Conformance to latest accepted planning and engineering standards covering the 

following are: site layout, building appearance and structural design, landscaping, water 

and sewer service and other utilities, surface drainage and erosion control, fire 

protection, access, traffic circulation and parking. 
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The time schedule for single and multi-family permit and processing is presented in Table 44. 

The precise development plan approval follows the CEQA environmental clearance process.  

Approval of a precise development plan and accompanying Negative Declaration by the 

Planning Commission typically requires four months, and a plan with an Environmental Impact 

Report requires eight to 12 months.   

Planning Commission meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month.  Plans must be 

submitted ten days in advance of each meeting in order to be considered.  Meetings are open to 

the public. 

 

Table 44 

 PERMIT AND PROCESSING PROCEDURES 

Process Required Time Period Review and Approval 

Single-Family Multi-Family  

Design Review 1-2 Weeks 1-2 Weeks Planning and Building Dept. 

Check and Building 
Permit1 

3 Weeks 3 Weeks Planning and Building Dept. 

Conditional Use Permit None required None required  Planning Commission and 
City Council 

Variance 5-9 Weeks 5-9 Weeks Planning Commission and 
City Council 

Subdivision 4-6 Months 4-6 Months Planning Commission and 
City Council 

Zone Change w/ 
EIR and Public Hearing 

6-9 Months 8-12 Months Planning Commission and 
City Council 

General Plan 
Amendment w/ EIR and 
Public Hearing 

6-9 Months 8-12 Months Planning Commission and 
City Council 

Source: Arvin Planning Department 

 

Building Codes and Enforcement 

In addition to land use controls, the local building codes also affect the cost of housing.  The City 

has adopted the Uniform Building Code (UBC), which establishes the minimum standards for 

new construction.  While the City can impose more stringent standards, the minimum standards 

must be the standards of the UBC.  The City also has adopted the California Green Buildings 

Standards Code, and Appendices A4 and A5 (California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 11). 
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The City enforces a Property Nuisance Ordinance to maintain neighborhood upkeep.  Eligible 

property owners are informed of assistance available to correct deficiencies under the City’s 

home repair programs. Though most building codes are enforced through inspection by the 

building inspector and the planning staffs, nuisance issues are often enforced by the local law 

enforcement agency.   

Constraints to Housing for Persons with Disabilities 

Housing that accommodates individuals with disabilities can require the incorporation of special 

features, such as front door ramps, special bath facilities, grab bars, and lower cabinets and light 

switches.  Generally speaking, the uncommon nature of these features makes them potentially 

expensive and difficult to implement, especially if they are retrofitted into an existing structure.   

State law requires that residential care facilities that serve six or fewer residents be considered a 

residential property and be treated the same as a single-family home.  This means that local 

government can impose on these facilities only those local use restrictions or fees which apply 

to other single-family residences.  In July 2015, the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 amending 

the Arvin Municipal Code (MC 17.08.020) to comply with State law as it applies to residential 

care facilities.    

The City of Arvin has adopted and currently enforces the 2007 California Building Code, which is 

based on the 2006 edition of the International Building Code.  Arvin has not added any 

standards or restrictions that substantially differ from those used throughout the State, meaning 

that all regulations specified in Title 24 regarding the accessibility and adaptability of housing 

units for person with disabilities currently are applied to all residential development in the City.   

Request for Reasonable Accommodation 

The City of Arvin adopted Ordinance No. 421 which amended its Municipal Code by adding 

procedures for requests for reasonable accommodation with respect to zoning, building code 

compliance or permit processing (MC 17.54.160).  Furthermore, all visitors to the Planning and 

Building Department are informed that they are entitled to request a reasonable 

accommodation if they feel that they qualify for one under the provisions of the federal Fair 

Housing Act, and that such requests will be reviewed by City staff.  The request will be approved 

or denied once staff has made determinations that the individual is qualified to make the 

request, that the accommodation is necessary, and that it will not place an undue financial or 

administrative burden on the City. 
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IV. Housing Resources 
 

In accordance with Government Code Section 65583, the Housing Element is to provide “an 

inventory of land suitable for residential development, including vacant sites and sites having 

potential for redevelopment, and an analysis of the relationship of zoning and public facilities 

and services to these sites.”  Opportunities for residential development in the City fall into one 

of two categories: vacant land and sites where there is a potential to recycle.  In 2008, Arvin 

conducted an inventory of its dwelling units to determine the potential for residential growth; 

all properties were analyzed to determine the maximum number of dwelling units that could be 

constructed, in light of the development standards for each respective zone.  In addition, as part 

of the Arvin Annually Housing Element Progress Report to HCD, the City updates its land use 

inventory to determine the availability of vacant land within the City. 

A. Housing Densities 

General Plan and Zoning 

Arvin’s current General Plan includes six residential land use designations: Estate, Residential 

Reserve, Low Density Residential, Medium Density Residential, High Density Residential, and 

Planned Unit Development.  Table 45 presents the General Plan land use designations and their 

corresponding zoning.   

 

Table 45 

GENERAL PLAN RESIDENTIAL LAND USE DESIGNATION  
AND CORRESPONDING ZONING 

Land Use Designation Zoning Districts 

Estate Residential E 

Residential Reserve R-1 

Low Density Residential R-S, R-1 

Medium Density Residential R-2 

High Density Residential R-3, R-4 

Planned Unit Development PUD 

Note: Specific Plans are allowed in all land use categories.  
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The General Plan land use allows a density range for the Low Density Residential designation 

from one to six units per acre.  The Medium Density Residential designation allows a density 

range of 7 to 15 units per acres and the High Density Residential designation allows a density 

range of 16 to 24 units per acre.  The PUD designation accommodates mixed land uses, 

densities, and various specific zoning regulations.   

To promote affordable housing in the City, the General Plan Land Use Element was updated 

(Resolution No. 2012-34), which established a new Medium Density Residential land use 

designation with a corresponding zoning of R-2 (maximum density of 15 units per acre).  In 

addition, the permitted maximum densities of both the High Density Residential and Planned 

Unit Development land use designations were increased from 16 units per acre to 24 units per 

acre.  The maximum densities for the corresponding zones reflect the increases.  Multiple-family 

housing projects on property designated High Density Residential and Plan Unit Development 

that adhere to specific plans or development standards of the underlying residential zone are 

permitted by-right without a CUP or any other discretionary action in accordance with 

Government Code Section 65583.2(h) and (i).   

In addition, the recent the Zoning Ordinance was recently amended (Ordinance No. 411) to 

include a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay zone to permit densities up to 24 units per 

acre, and Ordinance No. 421 established a density bonus ordinance allowing the City to consider 

granting a bonus or increase in the number of units that a developer can build if a certain 

number of the units are available to lower-income households and/or senior citizens.  Previous 

Figure 15 presents the General Plan Land Use map.  

The City has started the process of updating its General Plan Land Use Element to include the 

land use amendments mentioned above.  The Land Use Element is currently scheduled for 

adoption in the summer of 2012, with the corresponding Zoning Ordinance subsequently 

amended within six months.   

Realistic Densities 

The realistic density of each zone was calculated based either of two factors: the minimum lot 

area per dwelling unit specified by the City’s Zoning Ordinance or the densities of recent housing 

developments.  The realistic density in the R-1 zone is based on recent Sycamore Estates 

housing development located south of Sycamore Avenue.  The average lot size in this single-

family development was about 8,500 square feet, which translates to approximately five units 

per acre.  Therefore, all new future units on R-1 zoned land were calculated based on an 

assumed realistic density of five units per acre.   

The maximum residential density in the R-2 zone is 15 units per acre.  The realistic density used 

to calculate potential housing growth under the R-2 development standards was based on a 

sample of several recently constructed units located between Fourth and Fifth Avenues.  The 

average density was approximately 10 units per acre.    

The City also examined multi-family development standards, on-site improvement requirements 

and recent development densities to calculate realistic densities in R-3 and R-4 zones.  An 

example of a recent multi-family development in an R-3 zone is the 43-unit Summer View 
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Apartments located on a three-acre lot at 225 Meyers Street.  The imposition of 15 feet front 

yard, 5 feet side yard, 35 feet height requirement, and 1.5 parking spaces per unit parking 

requirement allowed for a development density of approximately 14 units per acre.  The 

approval of this affordable housing project did not require a variance or exceptions to achieve 

the 14 units per acre density.   

In 2006, the 60-unit Summerview Apartment Homes low-income housing project was completed 

on 3.2 acres of land zoned R-3, which calculates to an actual density was 18.8 units per acre.  

The current zoning ordinance permit maximum densities of 20 units per acre and 24 units per 

acre in the R-3 and R-4 zones, respectively.  Additionally, this Housing Element Amendment 

proposes Housing Program 13(e) Minimum Units Per Acre and Minimum Units Per Site, which 

requires a minimum density of 16 residential units per acre in the R-3 zone and 21 units per acre 

in the R-4 zone.  Therefore, assuming densities of 18 units per acre in the R-3 zone and 22 units 

per acres in the R-4 zone, which are about 90 percent of the maximum densities of each zone, 

would be considered feasible and realistic in estimating the number of units that could be 

accommodated in these zones. 

The City also established a new Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay zone that has a 

maximum residential density of 24 units per acre.  Table 46 presents the realistic densities of 

residential zones.  

Table 46 

REALISTIC DENSITY 
(Units per Acre) 

Zoning Maximum Density 
Assumed Realistic 

Density 

R-1 and R-S 6 5 

R-2 15 10 

R-3 20 18 

R-4 24 22 

MUO 24 22 

Source: GRC Associates, Inc. 

Units Constructed, Under Construction, or Approved 

The time frame for the Arvin’s RHNA number is from January 2013 to end of December 2023. 

Jurisdictions may count toward the RHNA any new units built or approved since January 2013. 

According to the Arvin Building Department’s Building Permit System and presented in Table 47, 

between January 2013 and December 2016, final building permits (units constructed) were 

issued on 144 residential units available to Low-Income households. This total included 52 

single-family units, 20 units assisted through the Self-Help Program, and 72 affordable 

apartment units (Sycamore Family Apartments). An additional 98 units were constructed in the 
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Moderate-Income price range.  In total, 242 units are counted towards the City’s 2013-2023 

RHNA allocation, leaving a shortfall 926 units for 2017-2023 planning period. 

Table 47 

ARVIN HOUSING PROJECTS DEVELOPED AND APPROVED  
JANUARY 2013 TO DECEMBER 2016 

Housing Projects 
Extremely 

Low 
Income 

Very Low 
Income 

Low 
Income 

Moderate 
Income 

Above 
Moderate 

Income 
Total 

RHNA Units 198 199 239 183 349 1,168 

Units Approved or Developed 2013-2016 

Single Family 

Developments1 

0 0 52 98  150 

Self-Help Affordable 
Housing2 

  20   20 

Sycamore Family 
Apartment Project 
Phase II (740 
Sycamore Road) 

  72   72 

Total 2013-2016 0 0 144 98 0 242 

Remaining RHNA Units 198 199 86 85 349 926 

Source:  City of Arvin 
1  Final building permits issued by Arvin Building Department through December 2016.  Information was reported in the Housing 

Element Annual Progress Report submitted to the State HCD. 
2 Occupancy restricted to Lower Income households.    

 

B. Vacant Land 

Based on a recent survey of existing land uses within the City boundaries, there are over 250 

parcels totaling over 460 acres of vacant land zoned for residential uses.  Many of the parcels 

include land that are zoned for residential uses but are currently used for agricultural purposes.  

They also include land zoned for commercial uses, but have a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use 

Overlay (MOU) zone, which permits residential uses up to 24 units per acre.  All the parcels are 

greater than the minimum lot size standard of 6,000 square feet required for residential 

development.  It should be noted that the Kern Community College District (KCCD) has proposed 

a new community college center on the former Jewett Square site that includes 35.2 acres of 

vacant land zoned R-3 and 3.7 acres of vacant land zone C-O MUO.  The City and KCCD are in the 

process of negotiating and approving a development agreement for the site, and therefore, the 

four vacant parcels (APNs 190-020-14, 190-020-46, 190-020-48, and one-half of 190-240-04) are 

not included in the vacant opportunity sites list (Appendix B).   
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In addition, in 2003, a development agreement was executed between the City and Sycamore 

Development LLC on the four contiguous vacant parcels (APNs 189-351-36, 189-351-37, 189-

351-58, and 189-351-67) located at the southwest corner of Sycamore Road and Meyer Street.  

The development agreement restricted development of four parcels to the standards governing 

development of those outlined in the 1988 General Plan, which also allow for single-family 

home development within the R-3 and R-4 zones.  As a result of this development agreement, 

this Housing Element has not included these four parcels in the vacant opportunity site list.  

Figure 14 illustrates the locations of vacant land in Arvin suitable for residential development 

and the parcels affected by the City/KCCD and the City/Sycamore Development LLC 

development agreements.  Table 48 is a summary of the potential number of units that can be 

developed on vacant land designated for residential uses.  Appendix B is a list of all vacant 

opportunity sites that can accommodate new housing.   

The City’s vacant opportunity sites could potentially accommodate 2,408 new units.  Of the total 

potential units, 424 multi-family units (17.6%) could be available to lower-income households 

and 1,983 single and multi-family units (82.4%) to moderate and above income households.  

This assumes realistic residential densities of 10 units per acre for parcels zoned R-2, 18 units 

per acre for the R-3 zone, and 22 units per acre for R-4 and MUO zones.  

 

Table 48 

VACANT DEVELOPABLE LAND 

General Plan Zone Acres 

Potential New Units by Income 

Lower 
Moderate and 

Above Total 

LDR R-1, R-S 380.9 0 1,912 1,912 

MDR R-2 7.3 0 71 71 

HDR R-3, R-4 15.5 339 0 339 

Public Facilities* C-O MOU 7.7 85 0 85 

Total  411.4 424 1,983 2,407 

* Parcels designated Public Facilities permit residential development if zoned MUO 



 

 

Arvin Housing Element ♦ Housing Resources  

84 

 

 

 

ARVIN HOUSING ELEMENT 2013-2023 
Figure 14 

VACANT RESIDENTIAL LOTS 

Vacant Residential Land 

City/Kern Community College 
District DA and City/Sycamore 
Development DA 
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C. Recycling 

Recycling is the development of land occupied by deteriorated and/or dilapidated buildings in 

an effort to create a healthy, viable mix of housing for different income groups and household 

sizes.  It can involve the construction of new dwelling units in addition to those that are 

replaced, since parcels with blighted structures, for a variety of reasons, frequently have not 

been developed to their maximum potential density.  Recycling, then, can have the dual benefit 

of both augmenting the City’s housing supply and improving the quality of dwelling units and 

neighborhoods. 

In 2009, a housing conditions survey was conducted in Arvin and the results from the survey 

identified those parcels exhibiting conditions of physical blight, which indicated that they were 

candidates for recycling.  Those blight parcels identified in the 2009 survey were revisited in 

2015.  The updated results indicated that eight of those parcels in two areas of the City that 

were zoned for multi-family units (R-2 and R-3) continued to exhibit condition of blight.  Many of 

the existing structures on these sites exhibited signs of deterioration and substandard 

construction and/or were in violation of existing building code standards.   

These two areas in the City (Study Areas 1 and 2) have the potential of recycling to higher 

residential densities.  These two areas are shown in Figure 15 and presented in Table 49 and 

Appendix C.  By assuming a realistic residential density of 10 unit per acre for R-2 zoned parcels 

and 18 unit per acre for R-3 zoned parcels, a potential net total of four moderate-income units 

and 90 lower-income affordable units could be developed within Study Areas 1 and 2.  Appendix 

C presents a full detail of the parcels that could be consolidated and recycled.   

 

Table 49 

POTENTIAL CONSOLIDATION AND RECYCLING 

Study Area Acres Zoning 
Existing 

Recyclable 
Units 

Realistic 
Residential 
Densities 

Recycled 
Units 

Potential 
Net Recycled 

Units 

Income  
Level 

1 
0.9 R-2 5 10 units/ac. 9 4 Moderate 

2.7 R-3 1 18 units/ac. 47 46 Lower 

2 2.5 R-3 1 18 units/ac. 45 44 Lower 

Total 6.1  7  101 194  

Source:  GRC Associates 2016 
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Area 1 

Consists of 7 parcels totaling 3.6 acres.  Lot 
consolidation and recycling has the potential 

for a net increase of 4 moderate-income 
units and 46 lower-income units 

Area 2 

Parcel A totals 2.5 acres.  Recycling of this 
one lot has a potential net increase of 44 

units 

 
ARVIN HOUSING ELEMENT 2015-2023 

 

Figure 15 
POTENTIAL RECYCLING 
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The following is a description of Areas 1 and 2: 

▪ Area 1 consists of eight parcels located on the west side of Arvin, south of Haven Drive 

and west of Santa Rosa Street.  Parcels A to E located along Haven Drive total 

approximately one acre and include single-family unit built approximately 40 to 50 years 

ago.  The residential units on these parcels zoned R-2 exhibit conditions of blight, such 

as poor foundations, walls and siding, and roofing.  Parcel F is zoned R-3 and is currently 

used for vehicle storage. As previously discuss in Environmental Constraints section of 

this Housing Element, because Parcel F (APN 191-040-33) is located adjacent to a vehicle 

service facility that is not included in the inventory of potential recycling properties, the 

possibility that Parcel F could be contaminated with hazardous or toxic materials was 

assessed.  Based on SWRCB's GeoTracker and DTSC'she EnviroStor databases of 

hazardous site and leaking underground storage tanks, Parcel F was not identified on 

either of the databases.  Parcel G is an irregular shaped parcel zoned R-3 and includes a 

single-family home.  Assuming realistic densities, Parcels F and G together have the 

potential to create net increase of 46 lower-income affordable units.  

▪ Area 2 consists of one parcel totaling 2.5 acres, located on the east side of Arvin, south 

of the intersection of Stockton Street and Fallbrook Avenue.  The parcel is zoned R-3 and 

includes one deteriorated single-family unit with outdoor storage.  By recycling the site 

at a density of 18 units per acre, Area 2 could potentially accommodate 45 affordable 

units, for a net increase of 44 units.   

D. Potential Housing Growth 

The City’s housing stock could grow as a result of new development on existing vacant land, and 

through the consolidation of property and recycling of blighted properties zoned for multi-

family residential uses to higher densities.  Table 50 reflects the total number of units that could 

be accommodated in the City during the 2013-2023 planning period.  It shows that 658 lower-

income housing units and 2,085 moderate and above-income units could be accommodated 

within the City by 2023.  In total, there is a potential surplus of 22 lower-income unit and 1,553 

moderate and above-income units relative to the allocation under the 2013-2023 RHNA.   
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Table 50 

POTENTIAL HOUSING UNITS 2013-2023 

 Lower Income Units 
Moderate/Above 

Income Units Total Units 

RHNA 2013-2023 636 532 1,168 

Units Built 2013-2016 (Credit) 144 98 242 

New Units on Vacant Land 424 1,983 2,407 

Net Consolidation/Recycling  90 4 94 

Total 2013-2023 658 2,085 2,743 

Surplus/(Deficit) from RHNA 22 1,553 1,575 

Source: GRC Associates, Housing and Land Surveys, 2009 and 2015 

 

E. Mobilehome Parks 

Mobilehomes provide housing for various household income level, especially those households 

in need of affordable housing.  Below are the five mobilehome parks in the City of Arvin:  

▪ Shady Court (approx. 10 units)  409 Wilson Street, Arvin 

▪ Fallbrook Mobile Village (approx. 34 units)  157 Fallbrook Avenue, Arvin 

▪ Arvin Mobilehome Estates (approx. 82 units)  200 5th Avenue, Arvin 

▪ Sycamore Gardens (approx. 83 units)  801 Schipper Street, Arvin 

▪ Bear Mountain Trailer Park (approx. 15 units)  364 North A Street, Arvin 

All five of the mobilehome parks are zoned either R-2 or R-3, and therefore, could be recycled to 

higher densities.  However, it is important to conserve this type of affordable housing in the City’ 

housing stock.  In January 2016, HCD released a Notice of Funding Available (NOFA) for the 

Mobilehome Park Rehabilitation and Resident Ownership Program (NPRROP).  This program 

loans funds to facilitate converting mobilehome park ownership to park residents or to a 

qualified nonprofit corporation, and assist with repairs or accessibility upgrades meeting 

specified criteria.  

F. Schools and Churches 

Schools and churches are an important part of the City.  There are six schools (K through 12) 

sites that account for approximately 129 acres.  Four school sites are zone R-1 and two sites are 

zoned School with a CUP (SCH-CUP).  There are also ten churches zoned for residential uses 

within the City.  The closure of church and school sites are not short-term options for future 
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housing development.  These sites could be utilized for housing development if demographic 

conditions change resulting in fewer students or churches decide to move to other locations.   

As presented in Table 51, four of the school sites totaling 40.3 acres are zoned R-1.  Assuming a 

realistic density of 5 units per acre, there is a long-term potential for an additional 201 units on 

existing school land within the City.  The other two sites are zoned SCH-CUP, which allows for 

only educational institutions, but, with a CUP could grant a large-scale neighborhood housing 

projects on a site with a minimum gross area of 20 acres.  The Arvin High School site, which is 

75.2 acres, could accommodate a housing development totaling a potential of 376 units.  

Therefore, if the student population significantly declines in the future or current schools are 

relocated to other locations and existing sites become available, there could be a potential for 

some conversion of school land for residential uses.   

 

Table 51 

SCHOOL SITES 

School Acres Zoning Potential Units 

Bear Mountain Elementary School 13.9 ac. School CUP 0 

El Camino Real Elementary School 11.0 ac. R-1 55 

Sierra Vista Elementary School 14.0 ac. R-1 70 

Grimmway Academy (Charter) 6.5 ac. R-1 32 

Haven Drive Middle School 8.8 ac. R-1 44 

Arvin High School 75.2 ac. School CUP 376 

Total 129.4 ac.  577 

Source:  Arvin Planning Dept. 

 

G. Affordable Housing Opportunities in Existing Residential 
Zones 

Zoning for Lower-Income Households/ 

All residential zones in the City are capable of accommodating low-income housing units, 

provided that the structures containing the units meet all development standards specified 

under the zoning ordinance.  Currently, the maximum density permitted under the R-3 zone is 

20 units per acre and 24 units per acre in the R-4 zone.  The recent adoption of the Pedestrian-

Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay (MUO) zone allows for mix of residential and non-residential uses, 
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with the maximum density being the underlying residential.  If the MUO's underlying zone is 

commercial, then the maximum density of the residential component is 24 units per acre, a 

density that would potentially create more affordable housing.    

Most lower-income household can only afford rental units.  The 2012 market rent for an 

apartment unit in Arvin was approximately $668 per month.  A family could reasonably expect 

to pay this amount, plus a slight premium for a new-construction rental unit.  Based on HCD 

county-level income limits for 2014 of $1,157 for a four-person low-income household (30% of 

County lower-income limit), this rent would be affordable to low-income households, even if 

rents have increased slightly since 2012.   

To illustrate the ability of the R-3 and R-4 zones to accommodate affordable units, Table 52 lists 

examples of affordable housing projects in these two zones.  In addition to those presented in 

the table, the proposed 81-unit Jewett Place Apartments are located in the R-3 zone.    

 

Table 52 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECTS IN MULTI-FAMILY ZONES 

Project Name Address Zoning 

Arvin Square Apartments 1410 Hood Street R-3 

Bear Mountain Apartments 128 Monroe Street R-4 

Caliente Creek 909 Meyer Street R-3 

Casa de Paloma 1301 Haven Dr R-3 

Haciendas del Sol 701 Meyer Street  R-4 

Hood Street Family Apartments 1400 Hood Street R-3 

La Amistad 1001 Walnut Drive R-3 

Monte Vista 701 Meyer Street R-4 

Parkview Senior Building 701 Meyer Street  R-4 

Summer View Apartments 225 Meyer Street R-3 

Summerset Apartments 669 Comanche Road R-4 

Sycamore Family Apartment (I and II) 740 Sycamore Road R-4 

Walnut Apartments 293 Walnut Street R-3 

Villa Del Comanche 1507 Bear Mountain Blvd R-3 

Village Congregational 112 Richard Street R-3 

Source: Housing Authority of County of Kern 
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In the 2014 housing market, the average sales price of a newly constructed single-family home 

was approximately $176,700.  Most of the new homes were located in the newer 

neighborhoods south of Sycamore Road.  The estimated housing affordability by income group 

is based on the State Income Limits for 2014, which indicates that the area median income for a 

four-person household in Kern County is $57,900 and that the income limit for a low-income 

household of four is $46,300.  According to Table 53, a low-income household in 2014 could 

afford a single-family home priced at approximately $176,000 and a moderate-income 

household could afford a home priced at approximately $313,800.  Therefore, the average 

priced new home in Arvin could be purchased by lower and moderate-income households.  This 

assumes that housing expenses are 30 percent of the income.  For a lower-income household, 

the monthly housing expense, including utilities, property tax, insurance and mortgage 

payments, would total $1,158. 

Previous Table 31 showed the financial feasibility of constructing affordable housing in the R-3 

and R-4 zones.  This table summarizes the various costs associated with construction of an 

average 1,000-square foot multi-family unit.  For example, hard cost, which includes 

construction materials and labor, is approximately $70,000 per unit.  Soft cost, which includes 

items such as architectural/engineering and administration averages approximately $17,500 per 

unit.  Adding land and financing costs, the average cost is approximately $137,500 per unit.  This 

translates to a monthly rental cost of approximately $850, which includes monthly payments, 

insurance costs and taxes.     

Lot Consolidation 

Lot consolidation is most feasible on vacant lots and lots that are considered candidates for 

recycling, as previously discussed in Section C, Recycling.  Appendix C identifies potential 

properties for consolidation and recycling and includes properties greater than 6,000 square 

feet.  These sites identified in the Appendix C are also sites that exhibit conditions of blight and 

have the potential for recycling to higher densities.  The City could acquire and consolidate 

property and/or provide financial assistance in the development of affordable housing.   

G. Financial Resources 

Most of the housing financial resources for the City of Arvin were administered through the Kern 

County Community Development Department, Housing Authority of the County of Kern, or the 

Arvin Community Redevelopment Agency (now dissolved).  In June 2015, the City elected not to 

continue its participation with the Kern County Community Development Department on the 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME) 

and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) programs.  Thus, the City no longer receives its funding 

allocation through the County.  However, it is the City’s intent to participate in receiving federal 

funds through the State CDBG, HOME and ESG programs.  The City will continue to receive 

additional funds through USDA programs. 

The following section describes the resources and programs that are available to the City in 

providing housing and supportive services for its residents.   
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Table 53 

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY BY 2014 INCOME LEVEL  

 Inc. Limit 

Hsg. 

Expend

Mo. Hsg. 

Expend

Less 

Utilities

Less Prop. 

Tax

Less 

Insurance 

Cost

Mo. Aval. 

Mortg. Pay

Mortg. 

Amount

Buyer 

Down

Closing 

cost

Est. Sales 

Price

Very Low 28,950$      8,685$        724$           140 177 70 337$           72,714 7,299 (7,000) 72,985

Low 46,300$      13,890$      1,158$        140 177 70 771$           166,373 17,601 (7,000) 176,010

Moderate 69,500$      20,850$      1,738$        140 177 70 1,351$        291,612 31,377 (7,000) 313,773

Key Assumptions:

(A) - Utility Allowance Source:  GRC Assoc.

(B) - Tax Rate: 1.10%

(C) - Insurance Rate: 0.25%

(D) - Mort. Rate/Term: 3.75% 30 years

(E) - Down Payment 10.00%

(F) - Closing Costs 7,000           

Source: GRC Associates Inc. 

Based on HUD 2014, Median Income $57,900



 

 

Arvin Housing Element ♦ Housing Resources 

93 

 

Former Redevelopment Agency Housing Set-Aside 

Until the dissolution of Community Redevelopment Agencies under AB X1 26, Housing Set-Aside 

funds were one of the primary sources of financing used for preserving, improving and 

developing affordable housing.  As of 2013, Housing Set-Aside funds are no longer available for 

Agency use, as all tax increment that previously went to the Agency is diverted to the underlying 

taxing entities under AB X1 26.  A portion of this tax increment is deposited in the City of Arvin’s 

general fund.  According to the City’s Recognized Obligation Payments Schedule (ROPS); no 

portion of the Housing Set-Aside funds remains dedicated to low- and moderate-income 

housing activities in the City of Arvin. 

Community Development Block Grant  

The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program is a flexible program that provides 

communities with resources to address a wide range of unique community development needs.  

The CDBG program works to ensure decent affordable housing, to provide services to the most 

vulnerable residents and to create jobs through the expansion and retention of businesses.  

Eligible activities include, but are not limited to, housing programs, public facility improvements, 

single-family and multi-family home rehabilitation, public services, acquisitions, relocation, and 

homeownership programs for low- and moderate-income households.   

HOME Investment Partnership Program 

The HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME) is a HUD program designed to expand the 

supply of affordable housing.  HUD allocates the funds by formula to eligible cities and states.  

HOME funds are required to be matched with 25 percent of non- federal funds from 

participating cities.  HOME funds allow for homebuyer assistance, rehabilitation, new 

construction, tenant based rental assistance and acquisition.   

Emergency Shelter Grants  

The Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) program provides homeless persons with basic shelter and 

essential supportive services.  It can assist with the operational costs of the shelter facility, and 

for the administration of the grant.  ESG also provides short-term homeless prevention 

assistance to persons at imminent risk of losing their own housing due to eviction, foreclosure, 

or utility shutoffs.  ESG funds are available for the rehabilitation or remodeling of a building used 

as a new shelter, operations and maintenance of the facility, essential supportive services (e.g., 

case management, physical and mental health treatment, substance abuse counseling, 

childcare, etc.), homeless prevention, and grant administration.   

Section 8 Rental Assistance  

The Housing Authority of the County of Kern administers the Section 8 Rental Assistance 

program throughout Kern County.  The Section 8 program provides rental subsidies to low-

income families that spend more than 30 percent of their gross income on housing costs.  The 

program pays the difference between 30 percent of the recipients’ monthly income and the 



 

 

Arvin Housing Element ♦ Housing Resources 

94 

 

federally approved payment standard.  Section 8 participants are able to find their own housing, 

including single-family homes, townhouses and apartments.  Participants are free to choose any 

housing that meets the requirements of the program and are not limited to units located in 

subsidized housing projects.  In 2015, Section 8 voucher were issued to 16 Arvin residents.   

Farm Worker Housing Program 

This program is funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture-Rural Development and was 

developed to provide housing for persons who derive a minimum of $5,753 of their annual 

income from farm labor.  HACK owns and/or manages eight developments of this type located in 

Arvin, Bakersfield, Delano, Lamont, Shafter, and Wasco.  Currently, the Farm Worker Program 

subsidizes Sun Garden Village, a 48-unit farm worker housing development in Arvin. 

Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program   

The Self-help Homeownership Opportunity Program (SHOP) awards grant funds to eligible 

national and regional non-profit organizations and consortia to purchase home sites and 

develop or improve the infrastructure needed to set the stage for sweat equity and volunteer-

based homeownership programs for low-income persons and families.  SHOP funds must be 

used for eligible expenses to develop decent, safe and sanitary non-luxury housing for low-

income persons and families who otherwise would not become homeowners.  Homebuyers 

must be willing to contribute significant amounts of their own sweat equity toward the 

construction or rehabilitation of their homes.  Currently, 20 households are participating in a 

self-help housing program administered through Self-Help Enterprises.  Twenty single-family 

housing permits have been issued by the City under this program.  These units were 

construction in 2016.  

HOPE I Home Ownership Program 

Homeownership and Opportunity for People Everywhere (HOPE I) is a HUD program that is 

administered by HACK to assist low-income individuals buy public housing units.  HOPE 1 

provides funds that nonprofit organizations, resident groups, and other eligible grantees can use 

to develop and implement homeownership programs.  This program funds a wide range of 

homeownership activities that help public housing residents develop the skills, resources, 

partnerships, and strategies needed to buy homes, including: 

▪ Economic development planning, including job training and other activities that 

promote economic self-sufficiency for potential homebuyers. 

▪ Financial assistance to homebuyers, including interest rate buy-downs and down 

payment assistance. 

▪ Rehabilitation of properties. 

▪ Relocation of residents who elect to move. 

▪ Administrative costs; legal fees, and architectural and engineering work. 

▪ Replacement housing and replacement reserves. 

▪ Resident and homebuyer counseling and training. 
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The overall amount of an implementation grant is not capped, although there are specific cost 

caps on eligible activities.  Implementation grants generally require a $1 for $4 match from 

nonfederal sources.  

Low Income Housing Tax Credit 

The Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) program is a significant source of equity for rental 

housing development administered by California Tax Credit Allocation Committee.  The credit 

serves as a valuable income tax benefit to corporate investors.  Investors will contribute cash for 

the development cost of a low-income project in order to obtain these dollars for dollar tax 

benefits from the federal government.  Over the last two decades, the LIHTC program has 

funded ten housing projects in the City of Arvin.  Those housing projects are listed in Table 54.   

Private Resources/Nonprofit Resources 

Government resources cannot solve all the City’s affordable housing needs.  The City believes 

that these limited government funds should be used to supplement and, wherever possible, 

leverage resources provided by the private sector.   

 

Table 54 

LOW INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECTS 

Project Name Address 
Construction 

Type 
Housing 

Type 
Low Income 

Units 

Arvin Square Apartments 1410 Hood Street Rehab. At-Risk 50 

Bear Mountain 128 Monroe Street Acq./Rehab. At-Risk 70 

Caliente Creek 909 Meyer Street New Const. Large Family 45 

Casa de Paloma 1301 Haven Drive New Const. Large Family 42 

Hood Street Family Apt.   1400 Hood Street New Const. Large Family 26 

La Amistad 1001 Walnut Drive New Const. Large Family 79 

Summer View Apartments 225 Meyer Street New Const. Large Family 60 

Summerset Apartments 669 Comanche Road New Const. Large Family 60 

Sycamore Family 
Apartments  740 Sycamore Road New Const. Large Family 48 

Sycamore Family 
Apartments II Sycamore and Meyer New Const. Large Family 71 

Source: California Tax Credit Allocation Committee http://www.treasurer.ca.gov/ctcac/projects.asp 

 

http://www.treasurer.ca.gov/ctcac/projects.asp
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H. Energy Conservation 

Affordable energy is an essential component to affordable housing.  Energy cost to the 
consumer has increased dramatically to more than 100 percent since the 1970’s.  Due to 
California’s energy conservation standards, houses constructed after 1975 use about half as 
much energy as homes built prior to 1975.  More recent standards and amendments are even 
stricter in mandating energy-efficient building methods, for new housing; State conservation 
standards, implemented as part of the Uniform Building Code, substantially reduce the cost of 
energy for homeowners.  New housing must meet or exceed certain minimum conservation 
levels.   

Arvin is currently developing many new residential units, which are up to code with the State 
conservation standards.  Pacific Gas and Electric Corporation (PG&E), Arvin’s utilities provider, 
has implemented The Residential New Construction Program (RNCP).  This program targets new 
residential housing using both PG&E and third party industry specialists to provide delivery of 
energy efficiency programs.  It will include statewide elements as well as elements specifically 
targeted to the residential new construction developers and contractors in PG&E’s service area.   

This program will include both single-family and multi-family new construction homes. PG&E in 
partnership with third party organizations propose to address barriers and opportunities for 
energy efficiency building design and construction industry practices in the multi-family new 
construction market.  This program aims to address the market barriers by offering developer 
rebates, verification rebates, design team rebates, design assistance, sales staff training, 
engineering analysis of design option paybacks and energy savings.  The program will be 
performance based for which participating multi-family developments will be eligible to receive 
the California Energy Star New Homes (Energy Star) designation.  PG&E will be implementing 
the single-family program component.  Single-family builders will also have the option of 
participating in the performance based Energy Star program.  

According to PG&E, both the single-family and multi-family programs will remain consistent with 
the statewide Investor-Owned Utility program offering the Energy Star program.  Residential 
structures can be retrofitted with conservation measures that provide the energy savings 
achieved with new construction.  Many can also be retrofitted with passive design measures, 
such as the addition of solar units and south facing windows.  Energy conservation can also be 
promoted by locating residential developments in proximity to schools, employment centers, 
public transit and services.   

Arvin’s Land Use Element and Housing Element policies make concerted efforts to balance 
residential land uses with accessibility to various amenities and services, which helps to reduce 
vehicular traffic and greenhouse gas emissions.  In 2012, the City updated its General Plan which 
included land use policies to create high-quality walkable neighborhoods that exemplify 
sustainability.  These policies include: 

Policy LU-2.1 Require new development, wherever possible, to provide convenient, direct 

and safe bicycle and pedestrian connections. 

Policy LU-2.2 Create active neighborhood districts that cluster jobs, services, goods and 

cultural and recreational uses within walking distance of residences to 

create a focus for community activity.  
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Policy LU-2.3 Develop the Jewett Square and Meyer/Sycamore opportunity sites as 

walkable neighborhoods, with assets and amenities that contribute 

positively to Arvin's quality of life and civic identity.  

Policy LU-4.2 Promote uses that address daily needs within the City and close to 
neighborhoods, reducing the need for residents to travel long distances to 
access jobs, goods and services. 

Policy LU-4.3 Coordinate development with existing, planned and potential 
transportation investments, with new growth oriented toward major streets 
and transit corridors.  

Policy LU-7.1 Locate new medium and high density residential developments within 
walking distance of local retail, services and community facilities.  

Policy LU-7.2 Encourage or facilitate the inclusion of complementary land uses not 
already present within a neighborhood district such as grocery markets, 
daily services and parks. 

Policy LU-7.3 Incorporate green building practices such as on-site solar energy generation, 
water conservation and environmentally friendly building materials as part 
of new residential development.  

In 2013, the City adopted a Climate Action Plan which included local strategies for reducing 

Arvin’s greenhouse gas emissions from municipal operations.  The Climate Action Plan was 

funded through the California Department of Conservation Community Sustainable 

Communities Planning Grant.   

In addition, the City amended it Zoning Ordinance to establish a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed Use 

Overlay zone on two key opportunity areas within the City to promote infill walkable 

residential/commercial neighborhoods. 

In addition, the City of Arvin, with the help of Strategic Energy Innovations (SEI), San Joaquin 

Valley Clean Energy Organization (SJVCEO), the Stockton Chambers of Commerce, the KernCOG, 

PG&E, the Southern California Gas Company and Valley CAN, is developing and implementing a 

comprehensive clean energy program known as the Green Arvin program.  Green Arvin 

demonstrates the role that increased use of clean energy can play in improving quality of life 

and addressing air quality challenges in the City.  Part of the goals of the Green Arvin program is 

to address energy conservation.  Some energy conservation activities include: 

▪ Undertake activities with up to 10 businesses in Arvin to “green” their operation. This 

includes conducting a sustainable energy pilot project within a prominent Arvin small 

business and providing resources savings assessments in up to 10 businesses. This effort 

expects to directly reach up to 10 percent of all businesses in the City.  For example, 

Bear Mountain Pizza, a local pizzeria, was selected as a sustainable showcase of both 

energy efficiency and onsite renewable (solar power) generation. 

▪ Implement specific areas for greening of the General Plan, by implementing policies, 

programs, and additional project to support greening efforts in the business community.  
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▪ Identify and use resources from project partners (state, non-profits, utilities, and 

Federal agencies) and others. 

Another strategy to promote energy conservation is to incorporate the California Air Pollution 

Control Officers Association’s (CAPCOA) Model Policies for Greenhouse Gas in General Plans.  

CAPOA is a non-profit association of the air pollution control officers from all 35 local air quality 

agencies throughout California.  The CAPOA aims to implement principles to reduce greenhouse 

gasses.  The key opportunities and constraints in the Housing Element related to GHG reduction 

include: 

▪ Identify sites for higher density housing closer to employment centers, retail and 

services, and transit facilities 

▪ Identify sites for affordable housing for workers close to employment centers;  

▪ Establish or support programs to assist in the energy-efficient retrofitting of older 

affordable housing units; and 

▪ Balance additional upfront cost for energy efficiency and affordable housing economic 

considerations by providing or supporting programs to finance energy-efficient housing.  

I. Kern Regional Transportation Plan  

In 2014, the Kern Council of Governments adopted the 2014 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), 

which is a 26-year blueprint that establishes a set of regional transportation goals, policies, and 

actions intended to guide development of the planned multimodal transportation systems in 

Kern County. It was developed through a continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative planning 

process, and provides for effective coordination between local, regional, state and federal 

agencies.  New to the 2014 RTP, California’s Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection 

Act, or Senate Bill (SB) 375, calls for the Kern RTP to include a Sustainable Communities Strategy 

(SCS) that reduces greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from passenger vehicles and light-duty 

trucks.  In addition, SB 375 provides for closer integration of the RTP/SCS with the RHNA 

ensuring consistency between low income housing need and transportation planning.  The 2014 

RTP exceeds SB 375 reduction targets for the region and is consistent with the RHNA. 

▪ The intent of the SCS is to achieve the state’s emissions reduction targets for 

automobiles and light trucks. The SCS will also provide opportunities for a stronger 

economy, healthier environment and improved quality of life for community members 

in Kern County. The SCS seeks to:  

▪ Improve economic vitality  

▪ Improve air quality Improve communities’ health  

▪ Increase transportation and public safety  

▪ Promote the conservation of natural resources and undeveloped land  

▪ Increase access to community services Increase regional and local energy independence.  

▪ Increase the opportunities to help shape our community’s future  
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V. Review and Evaluation of Existing Housing 
Programs 

 

A.  Current Housing Element (2008-2013) 

State Housing Element law requires that cities review their housing elements and evaluate the 

progress and achievements of their adopted housing programs.  The City’s fourth-cycle 2008-

2013 Housing Element was adopted in 2012 by the Arvin City Council and certified by HCD.  

The Housing Element sets forth programs in the areas of new housing, including provision of 

adequate affordable housing; improvements and conservation of the existing housing stock; 

and meeting the financial assistance needs of the City’s residents.   

The City’s 2008-2013 Housing Element provided guidelines for the future development and 

rehabilitation of Arvin’s housing stock.  The City goals were to provide an adequate supply of 

sound affordable housing in a safe and satisfying environment for residents and others who 

wish to live in Arvin.   

The 2008-2013 Housing Element identified three key housing goals:  

▪ Goal 1 – To increase the supply of sound housing at prices affordable by all segments 

of the community through the construction of new units.    

▪ Goal 2 – To the increase the supply of sound housing at prices affordable by all 

segments of the community through the rehabilitation of currently substandard 

dwelling units.   

▪ Goal 3 – To maintain the supply of sound housing in the City through the conservation 

of the currently sound housing stock, as well as newly constructed and rehabilitated 

units. 

Table 55 presents a performance summary of the 2008-2013 Housing Element programs and 

objectives from time it was adopted in 2012 through the adoption of the current 2013-2023 

Housing Element.  In general, the City met the objectives related to the increase of new 

affordable housing and the conservation and improvement of the existing housing stock. 
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Table 55 

REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives  Achievements & Effectiveness 

1.  Housing Information Outreach Program Promote property owner awareness 
and interest in available residential 
rehabilitation programs through the 
City website and print media in public 
buildings. 

Progress:  In October 2015, the City updated its website 
http://www.arvin.org/ to include links to housing programs 
administered by the Housing Authority of the County of Kern 
(HACK).  In addition, material on HACK housing programs 
were made available on the City Hall counter.  

Effectiveness:  This objective was accomplished. 

Appropriateness:  Program implementation remains 
appropriate for the Housing Element update. 

2.  Home Maintenance Counseling Program The City Hall will conduct one 
counseling workshop a year on home 
maintenance. 

Progress:  In October 2015, the City conducted a community 
clean-up workshop to answer questions regarding code 
compliance, carports, disabled vehicles, unpermitted 
structures, storage rooms, and property setbacks.  As part of 
the workshop, the City discussed the type of home 
improvements requiring permits and City staff was available 
to answer questions from residents on home improvements.    

Effectiveness:  This objective was accomplished. 

Appropriateness:  Program implementation remains 
appropriate for the Housing Element update. 

3.  Neighborhood "Clean-Up"/Fix-Up" 
Campaigns 

The City will conduct "neighborhood 
clean-up/fix-up day" at least once a 
year. 

Progress:  In October 2015, the City conducted a community 
clean-up workshop. (Refer to Program 2)  Additionally, in 
August and September 2015, the City promoted a 
community clean-up day by providing large trash containers 
at different location in the city at no charge.  The City also 
encouraged residents to have house numbers visible from 
the street for emergency responders.   

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished.     

Appropriateness:   Program implementation remains 
appropriate for the Housing Element update. 

  

http://www.arvin.org/
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Table 55 (Cont.) 

REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

4.  Maintain and Update Inventory of At-Risk 
Projects 

Maintain and update at-risk project 
inventory and aid at-risk project owners 

Progress:  The City maintains a list of at-risk housing projects 
in the City.   

Effectiveness:  Currently, there are two at-risk projects in the 
City.   

Appropriateness:   Program implementation remains 
appropriate for the Housing Element update. 

5.  Arvin First-Time Home Buyers Loan Program Approximately 15 loans over the five-
year period, if funds are available 

Progress:  With the dissolution of the Arvin Redevelopment 
Agency in 2012, housing-set aside funds are no longer 
available for this program. 

Effectiveness:  Program is no longer available.    

Appropriateness:   Program is no longer available.    

6.  Energy Conservation Library Increase energy efficiency of new 
homes and to reduce housing operating 
costs 

Progress:  In 2014, the City collected information on energy 
conservation and efficiency from Hero Program 
(www.infor@heroprogram.com) and from the Kern Energy 
Watch (www.kernenergywatch.com).  HERO Financing is 
available for a wide array of home energy and water efficient 
products and renewable energy systems. Kern Energy Watch 
is a joint program of Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 
Southern California Edison, Southern California Gas 
Company, the County of Kern, and participating 
municipalities. It provides residents, businesses and local 
governments with information about improving the energy 
efficiency of buildings and facilities.   

Effectiveness:  Information was available to the public at the 
City Hall counter and local library.  

Appropriateness:  Program implementation remains 
appropriate for the Housing Element update. 
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Table 55 (Cont.) 

REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

7.  Update and Amend the General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance 

Create opportunities for at least 269 
lower income households 

Progress:  In August 2012, the City adopted Resolution 2012-
34 adopting the General Plan Update, which included the 
Land Use, Conservation and Open Space, Air Quality, 
Circulation, and Community Health Elements.  In November 
2013, the City adopted Resolution 2013-16 amending the 
General Plan Land Use Element and Land Use Policy Map.  In 
December 2013, the City adopted Ordinance No. 411 
amending the Municipal Code and Zoning Map, which 
established the Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay 
(MUO) Zone and the Open Space Zone. Additionally, 
Ordinance No. 416 (adopted September 2, 2014) amended 
the Arvin Zoning Map by reclassifying the zoning of various 
parcels to ensure consistency with the land use designations 
of the Arvin General Plan Land Use Map.   

Effectiveness:  Resolution 2012-34 included new policies 
such as increasing the maximum density permitted in the 
High Residential Density land use designation from 16 units 
per acre to 24 units per acre, and developing Jewett Square 
and Sycamore/Meyer opportunity sites as walkable 
neighborhoods, with assets and amenities that contribute 
positively to Arvin's quality of life and civic identity.  

Resolution No. 2013-16 changed the land use designations of 
portions of the Jewett Square in the General Plan Land Use 
Map from Low Density Residential to High Density 
Residential, Parks, and General Commercial.  As part of the 
amendment, the it incorporated the principals of SB 375, the 
Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008.  
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Table 55 (Cont.) 

REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

7.  Update and Amend the General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance (Continued) 

 Ordinance 411 introduced the MUO zone which permitted a 
mixed-use redevelopment with a maximum residential density 
of 24 units per acre in the Jewett Square and Sycamore/Meyer 
areas.  As part of this Ordinance, the zoning on the 10.7-acre 
vacant parcel (APN 189-351-37) located at the southwest 
corner of Sycamore and Meyer was amended from R-3 to R-4.  
With a minimum density of 20 units per acre on this R-4 site, 
there would be a potential for 214 housing units.  However, 
since the objective of Housing Program 7 is to create 269 
lower-income units, there still remains a shortfall of 55 units.   

Appropriateness:  Since additional affordable units are still 
needed, program implementation remains appropriate for the 
Housing Element Amendment.  Furthermore, the City still 
needs to amend the zoning ordinance to include a rezoning of 
land to R-4 to accommodate the shortfall of 55 units.  The City 
also needs to establish a minimum residential density and 
minimum units per site, and eliminate minimum unit size. 

 

8.  Amend Definition of "Family" Amend the City's current definition of 
family to the State's definition of family 

Progress:   In July 2013 the City adopted Ordinance No. 407 
amending the definition of "Family" to comply with State law.  

Effectiveness:   While the amendment defined Family in the 
Municipal Code, it will need to be redefined to remove any 
reference to numerical limits on unrelated persons and 
occupancy standards based on familial status.   

Appropriateness:  In order to comply with State law, the City 
will amend the definition of Family to remove any reference 
to numerical limits on unrelated persons and occupancy 
standards based on familial status.   
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Table 55 (Cont.) 

REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

9.  Employee Housing Act Comply with the Employee Housing Act 
to allow employee housing by-right 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code which permitted 
specific housing types by right in various zones, including 
transitional and supportive housing, emergency housing, 
single room occupancy units, residential care facilities, 
employee housing, and second dwelling units.   

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:  Since the objective was a one-time change 
to the Municipal Code, it will not be necessary to continue the 
program as part of the Housing Element update.    

10.  Density Bonus Ordinance/Affordable 
Housing Development Incentives 

Adopt a Density Bonus Ordinance to 
assist in the creation of affordable 
housing 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code which established 
a density bonus ordinance.    

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:   To further the City’s effort to encourage 
the development of affordable housing to extremely low-
income households, additional incentives will be included in 
the density bonus ordinance.  In addition, new State 
requirements (AB 2222 and AB 744) to the density bonus 
ordinances will be updated.     
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Table 55 (Cont.) 
REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

11.  Local Plan and Standard Review Facilitate the production of affordable 
for-sale and rental housing  

Progress:  Adoption of Resolutions 2012-34 and 2013-16 and 
Ordinance 411 (See Program 7)  

Effectiveness:  See Program 7 for effectiveness.  

Appropriateness:  Since additional affordable units are still 
needed, program implementation remains appropriate for the 
Housing Element update   

12.  Kern County Blueprint Program Adopt Kern County Blueprint guidelines Progress:  Adoption of Resolutions 2012-34 and 2013-16 and 
Ordinance 411 (See Program 7)  

Effectiveness:  See Program 7 for effectiveness.  

Appropriateness:  Since additional affordable units are still 
needed, program implementation remains appropriate for the 
Housing Element update   

13.  Chelsea Development Project Approve and construct 60 affordable 
units 

Progress:  Formerly the Chelsea Development Project, the City 
approved the development of the Sycamore Family 
Apartments located at 740 Sycamore Road.  Phase I of the 
project was completed in 2013, and includes 17 Very Low-
Income, 31 Low-Income and 1 Moderate-Income units.  Phase 
II completed in 2014 included 72 Lower-Income units.  In total 
120 units were available to Lower-Income households.  

Effectiveness:  Although the Chelsea Development Project was 
not developed in Jewett Square as initially planned, the 
Sycamore Family Apartments provided 60 more affordable 
units than the initial development of the Chelsea project. 

Appropriateness:  The Sycamore Family Apartment project 
has fulfilled the objectives of Housing Program 13; however, 
the new fifth-cycle of the RHNA, has allocated 637 Lower-
Income units over the 2013-2023 period.  Therefore, 
additional affordable housing projects will be included in the 
updated Housing Element.   
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Table 55 (Cont.) 
REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

14.  Facilitating Large Parcels Facilitate development of large parcel 
APN 190-020-45 

Progress:   In 2013 the City adopted Ordinance 411 
establishing a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed Use Overlay zone in 
the mostly undeveloped Jewett Square and Sycamore/Meyer 
areas within the City.  This ordinance permits mixed-use 
development with a maximum residential density the same as 
the underlying residential zoning and a maximum residential 
density of 24 units per acre if the underlying zoning is 
commercial.   

Effectiveness:  APN 190-020-45 (46) is located within Jewett 
Square.  Ordinance 411 allows greater flexibility in developing 
this site as well as other large undeveloped parcels within 
Jewett Square and Sycamore/Meyer areas. 

Appropriateness:  Since additional affordable units are still 
needed, program implementation remains appropriate for the 
Housing Element update   

15.  Adequate Sites Monitoring Program 1) Maintain an up-to-date inventory of 
adequate housing sites for each income 
category; 2) develop and implement a 
formal ongoing procedure to evaluate 
identified capacity and identify additional 
sites as necessary; and 3) perform an 
annual evaluation to determine whether 
sites are being utilized for residential 
development and monitor the 
effectiveness of programs and incentives 

Program Completed.  In March 2015, the City surveyed the 
sites identified in the Housing Element as vacant land and 
properties for consolidation and recycling.  Since the adoption 
of the current (2008-2013 Housing Element), 72 Lower-
Income units have been developed as part of Sycamore Family 
Apts.  Additionally, 101 single-family units have been 
developed during the three-year period of 2013-2015.     

Effectiveness:  A memorandum was prepared that describes 
the procedure for continuing valuation of affordable housing 
development opportunities.  Each year the City has prepared 
and submitted the Annual Housing Element Progress Report 
to HCD and OPR.   

Appropriateness:  Since additional affordable units are still 
needed, program implementation remains appropriate for the 
Housing Element update   
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REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

16.  Redevelopment Housing Funds for Lower 
Income Households 

Provide funding for at least five units for 
extremely low income housing 
throughout the planning period 

Progress:  Until the dissolution of the Arvin Community 
Redevelopment Agency under AB X1 26, redevelopment set-
aside funds were one of the primary sources of financing used 
for preserving, improving and developing affordable housing.  

Effectiveness:  No redevelopment funds were available after 
adoption of the 2008-2013 Housing Element.   

Appropriateness:  Without redevelopment housing funds, the 
City will pursue other local, state and federal funds to help 
develop affordable housing.   

17.  Equal Housing Opportunity Program Promote equal housing opportunities 
for all households in the City.  
Information will be provided through 
the City website and print media at 
public buildings 

Progress:  The City continues to promote equal housing 
opportunities for Arvin residents by providing fair housing 
information on the City's website and printed material 
available at City Hall and library.   

Effectiveness: Fair housing service is provided by the Greater 
Bakersfield Legal Assistance, Inc.  During 2015 there were four 
(4) cases from Arvin residents.   

Appropriateness:  Information will be updated on an annual 
basis.   

18.  Residential Care Facilities Comply with State law regarding 
residential care facilities 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code in compliance 
with State law regarding residential care facilities with 6 or 
fewer in single-family residential zones.   

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:  Since the objective was a one-time change 
to the Municipal Code, it will not be necessary to continue the 
program as part of the Housing Element update.    
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Table 55 (Cont.) 
REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

19.  Request for Reasonable Accommodation Revise the Zoning Ordinance to provide 
reasonable accommodation 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code in compliance 
with the Fair Housing Act to inform residents that they are 
entitled to request a reasonable accommodation with respect 
to zoning, permit processing and building code standards. 

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:  To ensure that persons with disabilities are 
informed of this Ordinance, the Housing Element Amendment 
will include a program to provide information in both English 
and Spanish and have it available at City Hall. 

20.  Second Units Revise the Zoning Ordinance to comply 
with State law and allow second units 
by-right 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code in compliance 
with State law and allow second units by-right.   

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:  Since the objective was a one-time change 
to the Municipal Code, it will not be necessary to continue the 
program as part of the Housing Element update.    
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REVIEW OF THE 2008-2013 HOUSING ELEMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Program Objectives Achievements & Effectiveness 

21.  Transitional and Supportive Housing Revise the Zoning Ordinance to comply 
with State law and allow transitional 
and supportive housing with the same 
development standards as any 
permitted residential use in that zone 
by-right 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code in compliance 
with State law and allow transitional and supportive housing 
with the same development standard as any permitted 
residential use in that zone by-right. 

Effectiveness:   This objective was partially accomplished with 
the adoption of the Ordinance No. 421. 

Appropriateness:  In order to comply fully with State law, the 
zoning ordinance will need to explicitly state that both types 
of housing must be subject to the same permitting and 
standards as similar residential uses of the same type in the 
same zone. 

22.  Single Room Occupancy Revise the current C-1 and C-2 zones to 
specifically permit SROs with a 
Conditional Use Permit 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code in compliance in 
compliance with State law and allows SROs with a CUP.   

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:  Since the objective was a one-time change 
to the Municipal Code, it will not be necessary to continue the 
program as part of the Housing Element update.   

23.  Emergency Homeless Shelter Revise the Zoning Ordinance to allow 
emergency shelters by right in the M-2 
zone. 

Progress:   In July 2015 the City adopted Ordinance No. 421 
amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code in compliance 
with State law and allows emergency shelters by-right in the 
M-2 zone.   

Effectiveness:   This objective was accomplished with the 
adoption of the Ordinance No. 421.     

Appropriateness:  Since the objective was a one-time change 
to the Municipal Code, it will not be necessary to continue the 
program as part of the Housing Element update.   
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VI. 2013-2023 Housing Plan 
 

 

In accordance with State Housing Element law, this section presents a statement of goals, 

policies and priorities.  The statement is intended to convey to the community at large Arvin’s 

plan to provide a variety of housing types for all economic segments of the community.  In 

addition, the goals, policies and priorities also serve as a framework or foundation for the 

evolution, initiation and implementation of specific programs and actions to improve the 

existing housing stock, produce new housing, provide financial assistance and to mitigate the 

adverse impacts of economic and market constraints.   

A. Housing Element Plan 

New Housing Construction Policies 

To increase the supply of sound housing at prices affordable by all segments of the community 

through construction of new units.  

Policy 1.1: Encourage the development of a balanced housing stock in the community, 

including a variety of housing types, ownership configurations and prices. 

Policy 1.2:  Encourage the development of additional sales and rental housing units for 

low and moderate-income households. 

Policy 1.3:  Promote the development of additional housing units in areas where 

residential use is consistent with land use patterns as established by the City’s 

General Plan and other guiding documents. 

Policy 1.4: Encourage more widespread use of such favorable home purchasing 

techniques that might become available through public and private agencies 

and institutions. 

Policy 1.5:  Enforce the State Energy Conservation Standards for both Residential and 

Commercial uses. 

Policy 1.6:  Encourage in-fill development when possible. 

Policy 1.7:  Promote the construction of additional housing units for moderate and above-

moderate income households. 

Policy 1.8: Ensure that adequate infrastructure service is provided to meet the City's 

housing needs and that priority is given to facilitate affordable housing 

development.   
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Housing Rehabilitation Policies 

To increase the supply of sound housing at prices affordable by all segments of the community 

through the rehabilitation of existing substandard dwelling units. 

Policy 2.1:  Encourage both homeowners and landlords to rehabilitate substandard 

residential properties throughout the City. 

Policy 2.2:  Aggressively pursue the acquisition of grant monies to finance rehabilitation 

program activities. 

Policy 2.3:  Make rehabilitation assistance available wherever needed throughout the 

community. 

Policy 2.4:  Cooperate with county, state, federal, and other appropriate agencies, 

including lending institutions, in the design, administration and 

implementation of a rehabilitation program. 

Housing Preservation Policies 

To maintain the supply of sound housing in the City thought the conservation and preservation 

of the currently sound housing stock, as well as newly constructed and rehabilitated units. 

Policy 3.1:  Promote increased awareness among property owners and tenants of the 

importance to long-term housing quality of continuous property maintenance. 

Policy 3.2:  Encourage owners and occupants of sound housing to maintain that housing 

on a continuous basis in order to prevent deterioration and costly repairs. 

Policy 3.3:  Promote community self-help efforts in support of housing conservation. 

B. Zoning Ordinance Amendments  

The 2008-2013 Housing Element contained a number of programs designed to facilitate 

affordable housing production, remove constraints on housing production, and ensure equal 

housing opportunities.  Several of these programs called for amendments to the Municipal 

Code to create zoning for certain housing types or to remove obsolete or restrictive provisions.  

Since the adoption of the fourth-cycle 2008-2013 Housing Element in 2012, the following 

amendments to the Zoning Ordinance occurred:  

▪ Ordinance No. 405 (2012).  Reclassified the zoning on the six-acre property (APN 190-

030-48 formally 190-030-07) from R-1 to R-3.   

▪ Ordinance 407 (2013).  Amended the definition of “Family”; however, to comply with 

State law an amendment to the Ordinance will need to remove any reference to 

numerical limits on unrelated persons and occupancy standards based on familial 

status. 
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▪ Ordinance 411 (2013).  Introduced a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay Zone 

(MUO) and an Open Space Zone, and changes to zoning designation of certain 

properties.   

▪ Ordinance No. 416 (2014).  Reclassified zoning of various parcels to ensure 

consistency with the land use designations of the Arvin General Plan Land Use Map.   

▪ Ordinance No. 421 (2015).  Implemented the following housing programs of the 2008-

2013 Housing Element to comply with State law: 

✓ Density Bonus. Established conditions and procedures for affordable residential 

development projects to be granted a density bonus of 35 percent more units than 

permitted by code, in compliance with State law. 

✓ Reasonable Accommodation Program.  Amended the Zoning Ordinance to allow a 

disabled person (or developers of housing for the disable) to request exceptions to 

certain zoning standards that would normally require a variance.  This amendment 

provided reasonable accommodations according to State and Federal law, 

including procedures for notifying applicants of their right to request 

accommodations and for accommodating requests in a fair and timely manner. 

✓ Employee Housing.  Amended the R-1 zone to permit Employee Housing in 

compliance with the Employee Housing Act.    

✓ Transitional and Supportive Housing.  Amended the Zoning Ordinance to comply 

with State law and allow transitional and supportive housing with the same 

development standards as any permitted residential use in that zone. 

✓ Emergency Shelters.  Amend the Zoning Ordinance to permit emergency shelters 

by right in the Light Industrial (M-2) zone. 

✓ Single-Room Occupancy(SRO).  Amend the R-2 zone to specifically permit SROs 

with a minimum floor area of 150 square feet and a maximum floor area of 400 

square feet.   

✓ Residential Care Facilities.  Permit residential care facilities for six or fewer 

residents in R-1 zone by right and permit such facilities with seven or more 

residents in the R-2, R-3 and R-4 zones with a conditional use permit. 

✓ Second Dwelling Units.  Complies with State law to allow a second dwelling unit on 

single family-zoned lots. 

C. Housing Element Programs 

This section of the Housing Element defines the actions the City will implement to achieve the 

identified housing policies during the 2013-2023 planning period.  Arvin’s housing programs 

address the following five major areas: 

▪ Maintaining and preserving the existing affordable housing stock; 
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▪ Assisting in the provision of housing; 

▪ Removing governmental constraints, as necessary; 

▪ Providing adequate sites to achieve a variety and diversity of housing; and 

▪ Promoting equal housing opportunity. 

The housing plan for addressing unmet needs, removing constraints, and achieving 

quantitative objectives is described in this section according to the above five areas.  The 

housing programs discussed in this section include existing programs as well as new programs 

that have been added to address the unmet housing needs.    

1. Housing Information Outreach Program 

Arvin residents and local organizations that participated in the Housing Element’s community 

outreach effort indicated that housing-related information should be available to all residents.  

The information should include current and future Arvin housing programs, such as the 

proposed Code Enforcement Program, the Residential Rental Unit Inspection and Maintenance 

Program, and the Single-Family Owner Occupied and Multi-Family Rehabilitation Loan/Grant 

Program that are identified in this Housing Element.  Please note that implementation of these 

programs are contingent upon the City receiving Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

and/or Home Investment Partnership (HOME) funds from the State.  In addition, housing 

information should include programs administered by HACK, as well as local, county, state and 

federal financial, technical and legal assistance programs.  The housing information will to be 

available to Arvin residents via the City’s new website at http://arvin.org/ and available in print 

at City Hall and other public institutions.  The City will arrange for provisions of translation 

materials as appropriate. 

Objectives:   Promote property owner awareness and interest in available housing 

programs through the City website and print media in public buildings. 

Agency:   City of Arvin Community Development Department (CDD) and HACK 

Financing:   General Fund  

Time Frame:  Annually 2017-2023 

2. Home Maintenance Counseling Program 

Increased awareness and knowledge of home maintenance needs, warning signs and 

techniques are important for the conservation of sound housing.  This Home Maintenance 

Counseling program will be a part of the technical assistance component of the City's 

rehabilitation program to prevent the deterioration of housing.   

Objective:   The City will conduct one counseling workshop a year on home 

maintenance to answer question on code compliance, home health and 

safety. The City will arrange for provisions of translation materials and 

interpretation at its community workshops as appropriate. 

http://arvin.org/
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Agency:   City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:   General Fund and State CDBG (if available) 

Time Frame: Annually 2017-2023   

3. Neighborhood “Clean-Up/Fix-Up” Campaigns 

This program promotes neighborhood clean-up and maintenance and stimulates rehabilitation 

activities.  The program will designate two days a year as “neighborhood clean-up/fix-up” 

days.  The City will outreach to those neighborhoods with the greatest need of improvements. 

The City will provide these neighborhoods with special trash pick-ups and similar services.   

Objective:   The City will conduct “neighborhood clean-up/fix-up day” twice a year and 

announce the event on the City’s website and flyers published in the local 

newspaper and posted at City Hall and other public facilities.  Flyers and 

notices of this event will be in English and Spanish and will be distributed 

to the school district to involve students in this clean-up campaign.  

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD and the Arvin Union School District 

Financing:   General Fund  

Time Frame:  Annually 2017-2023 

4. Arvin Housing Element Advisory Committee 

The City will establish an Arvin Housing Element Advisory Committee that will include 

stakeholders and community based organizations (i.e., California Coalition of Rural Housing, 

California Rural Legal Assistance, Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability, Lideres 

Campesinas, Committee for a Better Arvin, etc.) to advise the City on developing and 

implementing various Housing Element programs.  The Housing Element Advisory Committee 

will actively participate in the City’s efforts prioritize and implement the following strategies:    

▪ Research, identify, and apply for funds available through the CDBG and HOME 

Programs, Mobilehome Park Rehabilitation and Resident Ownership Program 

(MPRROP), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Cap-and-Trade Program, 

and other funding sources that support affordable housing development and 

preservation, infrastructure investment, energy efficiency, homeownership, code 

enforcement, farmworker housing, etc.   

▪ Implement the following Housing Programs: 

- Program 5 - Code Enforcement Program, with a full-time code enforcement 

officer;  

- Program  6 - Residential Unit Inspection and Maintenance Program;  

- Program 7 - Single-Family Owner Occupied and Multi-Family Rehabilitation 

Loan/Grant Program;  
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- Program 8 - Inventory of “At-Risk” projects; 

- Program 9 - Preserving Mobilehome Parks;  

- Program 18 - Adequate Site Monitoring Program;  

- Program 22 - Equal Housing Opportunity Program to Affirmatively Furthering Fair 

Housing goals. 

▪ Foster partnerships with non-profit affordable housing developers and experts within 

the community based organization’s membership. 

▪ Engage the community by “getting the word out” on key community planning 

meetings, informing the public on available housing programs, and translating 

affordable housing-related materials and interpreting at community workshop in 

Spanish and Mixteco.  The City is committed to arrange for provisions of translation 

materials and interpretation at its community workshops as appropriate. 

Objective:   Establish the Arvin Housing Element Advisory Committee within six month 

from adoption of the Housing Element Amendment.   

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD  

Financing:   General Fund  

Time Frame:  Once the Arvin Housing Element Advisory Committee is established within 

six-month of the amendment, the City and the Advisory Committee will 

meet at least twice a year during the 2017-2023 period, or more often as 

needed. 

5. Code Enforcement Program 

Currently, a part-time contractor for the City’s Community Development Department performs 

code enforcement services in response to citizen complaints and proactively identifies 

potential code violations pertaining to health and safety, building and construction, 

subdivision, and zoning from windshield surveys of exterior structures and properties.  The City 

will apply for CDBG funds through the State to implement this program.  Once the City is 

awarded CDBG funds, the City will hire a full-time Code Enforcement officer that will:  

▪ Inform homeowners cited for code violation of the City’s home improvement 

programs, such as the proposed Single-Family Owner Occupied and Multi-Family 

Rehabilitation Loan/Grant Programs (Program 7) and provide program handouts in 

English and Spanish that describes eligibility requirements, the types of home 

improvements eligible under the program, and who to contact for the program 

application.   

▪ Coordinate rehabilitation work with the City planner and the homeowner seeking 

loans/grants through the proposed Single-Family Owner Occupied and Multi-Family 

Rehabilitation Loan/Grant Programs.   
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▪ Work with the Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance (GBLA) and other local low-income 

housing legal advocates to target any repeat offender landowners who consistently 

fail to provide decent habitable housing to tenants.  

If the Code Enforcement officer determines that a rental unit violates the City's code and is 

considered uninhabitable, requiring the tenant to be temporarily or permanently displaced 

from their unit, then the tenant will be entitled to receive relocation benefits from the 

homeowner pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 17975.  Furthermore, if federal funds 

are used for implementing the code enforcement program, then the City will be responsible 

for ensuring that proper relocation processes are followed and benefits delivered to the 

tenant by the homeowner in compliance with appropriate state and federal relocation law.  

However, code enforcement should work to keep people in homes while rehabilitation work 

occurs so as to minimize unnecessary displacement.   

It should be noted that in all code enforcement cases, housing for farmworkers and persons 

with developmental disabilities will be treated the same as all Arvin residents and entitle to 

living quarters that meet the health and safety, and building codes and standards of the City’s 

municipal code.   

One of the most prevalent code violations occurring in Arvin’s residential neighborhoods is the 

illegal conversion of garage space to living space.  When an illegal garage conversion has been 

identified by the Code Enforcement officer, the officer will cite the homeowner and provide 

the homeowner with a list of required improvements to bring an illegal garage conversion into 

compliance with the City of Arvin's Building and Construction Code.  In addition, the Code 

Enforcement officer will inform the homeowner of Arvin’s Single-Family Owner Occupied and 

Multi-Family Rehabilitation Loan/Grant Programs.  By bring the illegal garage conversion up to 

code, the garage can be used as an improved living quarter, which would help relieve the 

overcrowded housing condition faced by many Arvin residents.   

Objective:   1)  Hire full-time Code Enforcement officer, 

 2)  Identify and address approximately 150-200 code violation cases per 

year.  

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD  

Financing:   General Fund and CDBG (if available).  If the City is not awarded CDBG 

funds this year (2016/2017), the City will apply for these funds next year 

and each following year.  In addition, the City will seek other funding 

sources to support this housing program.    

Time Frame:  Hire a full-time Code Enforcement officer in 2017 and continue the 

program to 2023 (if CDBG funds are available) 
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6. Residential Rental Unit Inspection and Maintenance Program 

To ensure that tenants live in well maintained, safe and sanitary residential rental units, the 

City will establish a Residential Rental Unit Inspection and Maintenance Program with the use 

of CDBG funds, if available.  The intent of this program is to safeguard and preserved Arvin's 

housing stock of decent, safe and sanitary residential rental units.  Program will require that:   

▪ Each rental property owner register with the program and those not registered will be 

subject to administrative penalties.   

▪ Registered properties with the program will be inspected by a City official, and if code 

violations are found, the owner will be required to correct the substandard condition 

within a set time period.  Thereafter, the property owner will continue to comply with 

the program through a self-certification process. 

▪ Tenant that are required to temporarily vacate the unit during the correction period or 

permanently vacate the unit because of demolition, will be afforded relocation 

benefits by the property owner in accordance with state and federal relocation law.    

▪ If, however, code violations are not corrected within a set time period, the City may 

proceed with all remedies available under the Arvin Municipal Code. 

▪ The City will work with the Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance and other local low-

income housing legal advocates to target any repeat offender landowners who 

consistently fail to provide decent habitable housing to tenants.  

Once the Residential Rental Unit Inspection and Maintenance Program is established, 

information on the program will be available on the City's website and written material 

available at City Hall.  Written material on the program will be available in English and Spanish.   

Objective:   Adopt a Residential Rental Unit Inspection and Maintenance Program. 

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD  

Financing:   General Fund and CDBG (if available).  If the City is not awarded CDBG 

funds this year (2016/2017), the City will apply for these funds next year 

and each following year.  In addition, the City will seek other funding 

sources to support this housing program.    

Time Frame:  Establish the Residential Rental Unit Inspection and Maintenance Program 

in 2018 and continue the program to 2023 (if CDBG funds are available) 

7. Funding Single-Family Owner Occupied Rehabilitation and Multi-

Family Rehabilitation Programs 

The City of Arvin recognizes the opportunity to apply for available state and federal funds for 

housing preservation and improvement.  The City will seek CDBG and Home Investment 

Partnership Program (HOME) funds as Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) become available.  

These funds will be used for a new Single-Family Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program and 
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a Multi-Family Rehabilitation Program.  Implementation of the Single-Family Owner Occupied 

Rehabilitation Program, if CDBG and/or HOME funds are awarded, will provide increased 

opportunities to maintain housing affordable to Arvin’s lower-income owners and larger 

households.  The City will give priority to homes with three or four bedrooms or to home 

improvement projects that include room additions to alleviate overcrowding for lower-income 

households and benefit larger households.  The Multi-Family Rehabilitation Program will apply 

to rental uses and benefit both the owner and renters of the multi-family units.  Both the 

Single-Family and Multi-Family Rehabilitation Programs, if awarded, will be advertised through 

brochures available at the City’s Community Development Department and on the City 

website.  The brochures will be in English and Spanish.  Program information will be annually 

updated to indicate changes in income-qualifying requirements.  This program will be 

coordinated with the Code Enforcement officer in Housing Program 5. 

If CDBG and/or HOME funds are available for this program, the City will prepare a processing 

procedure for the rehabilitation loan and grant program, which will be adopted by the City 

Council, and will be consistent with established HUD guidelines.  This processing procedure will 

include program eligibility and requirements, applicant evaluation, and loan/grant 

documentation, maintenance and accounting.      

Owners of multi-family units that receive a loan or grant through the City's rehabilitation 

program and require tenants to temporarily or permanently vacate those units as a result of 

the home improvements, must provide temporary relocation assistance as required by state 

and federal law.  Information on the relocation assistance process and tenant rights will be 

provided by the owner prior to the temporary displacement. The City will arrange for 

provisions of translation materials as appropriate.  

Objective:   Secure HUD funds through the State and initiate the Single-Family Owner 

Occupied Rehabilitation and Multi-Family Rehabilitation Programs.  The 

number rehabilitation loans to be approved will depend on the CDBG 

and/or HOME allocation amount and the maximum loan improvement 

amount per program.  

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD and State HCD 

Financing:   General Fund, CDBG, and HOME (if available).  If the City is not awarded 

CDBG and/or HOME funds this year (2016/2017), the City will apply for 

these funds next year and each following year.  In addition, the City will 

seek other funding sources to support this housing program.    

Time Frame: Establish rehabilitation program in 2018 and continue the program to 

2023 (if CDBG and/or HOME funds are available)  
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8. Maintain and Update Inventory of At-Risk Housing Projects 

According to the California Housing Partnership, there are four possible affordable housing 

projects in Arvin at-risk of converting to market-rate housing.  The at-risk housing projects 

include the Village Congregational Community Senior Housing (112 Richard Street), Villa Del 

Comanche (1501 Bear Mountain Boulevard), Bear Mountain Apartments (128 Monroe Street), 

and Walnut Apartments (293 Walnut Street).  As the Housing Element indicates, contact with 

the property owners or managers of these housing projects confirm that HUD agreements to 

maintain the units at affordable rates have been extended beyond the next ten years.  

Nevertheless, the City will continue to annually monitor all four affordable housing projects by 

contacting the owners or managers and identifying any units at‐risk of converting to market 

rate housing.  To increase the likelihood that these affordable units are preserved, the City will 

develop a preservation strategy if affordability agreements are about to expire.  The strategy 

may include contacting potential purchasers, working with organizations as appropriate in 

pursuing available funds, ensuring compliance with tenant noticing requirements, conducting 

tenant education regarding their rights, and providing information on Section 8 rent subsidies 

and other affordable housing opportunities in the City.  In addition, the City will maintain and 

annually update the inventory of at-risk projects through the use of existing databases. 

Objectives:   a)  Develop a preservation strategy for at-risk projects,  

 b)  Maintain and update an at-risk project inventory and aid at-risk project 

owners.   

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD  

Financing:   General Fund 

Time Frame: Develop at-risk preservation strategy in 2017 and monitor at-risk projects 

annually during the 2017-2023 period. 

9. Preserving Mobilehome Parks 

The State Housing and Community Development Department recently released a Notice of 

Funding Availability (NOFA) for the Mobilehome Park Rehabilitation and Resident Ownership 

Program (MPRROP).  The MPRROP provides funds to facilitate the conversion of mobilehome 

park ownership to park residents or to a qualified nonprofit corporation.  The funds can also be 

used to  assist with mobilehome park repairs or accessibility upgrades.   

Information on the MPRROP will be mailed to mobilehome park residents and associations and 

included on the City’s website.  Also, working with the Housing Element Advisory Committee 

(Program 4) to prioritize this program, the City will employ Code Enforcement (Program 5) to 

ensure mobilehome park owners are complying with the Arvin’s municipal code.  In addition, 

the City will mail flyers that introduce mobilehome park owners to regional (e.g. Kern County 

Housing Authority), State and Federal resources and funds to upgrade the parks and ensure 

compliance with codes and standards.   
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Objective:   1) Notify mobilehome park residents and associations of the MPRROP and 

provide information material on the City’s website. 

 2)  Mail flyers to mobilehome park owners regarding regional, State and 

Federal resources and funds.  

Agency:   City of Arvin (CDD)  

Financing:   General Fund  

Time Frame: Annually 2017-2023, as NOFAs are available  

10. Section 8 Rental Assistance 

The Section 8 Rental Assistance program assists low-income households in paying their 

monthly rent.  Under the program, the tenant contributes 30 percent of their monthly income 

toward rent, while the Section 8 voucher will pay for the remainder of the monthly rental cost.  

Housing Authority of Kern County (HACK) currently administers rental assistance on behalf of 

the City, and provides assistance to 16 Arvin residents.   

The City of Arvin will provide Section 8 Assistance information on its website and informational 

material in English and Spanish at City Hall and at the public library  

Objective: Continue participating in the HACK Section 8 program. 

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD and HACK 

Financing:  Section 8 Vouchers 

Time Frame:  Annually 2017-2023 

11. Development of Extremely Low-Income Housing 

The City will support the development of housing units for households earning 30 percent or 

less of the median family income for Kern County.  Emphasis shall be placed on providing 

family housing and non-traditional housing types such as single-resident occupancies, 

transitional facilities, farmworker housing, and housing units serving temporary needs.  The 

City will encourage development of housing for extremely-low income households through a 

variety of activities, such as, reaching out and developing a partnership with nonprofit and for-

profit housing developers, providing administrative assistance to housing developers, 

expediting the project entitlement process, and providing incentives and concessions that 

meet or exceed State density bonus law, as appropriate. 

Additionally, the City will maintain an ongoing conversation with the community and with for-

profit and non-profit housing developers on the need for affordable housing, and provide a 

development guide/marketing package that includes the City's project development and 

approval process, relevant ordinances, development fees, incentives, and an inventory of 

available land for a variety of housing types.  This information will be available to the 

community and housing developers via the City website.  To be proactive, the City will develop 

a mailing list of key local and regional for-profit and non-profit housing developer and mail the 
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development guide/marketing material to housing developers on an annual basis.  The City's 

development guide/marketing material and website encourage developers to provide 

feedback on how the City could better facilitate housing development in the City.    

Objectives: 1)  Facilitate the construction of 198 extremely-low income housing units 

during the 2016-2023 Planning Period,   

2)  Prepare a development guide/marketing package and provide it on the 

City's website and mail it to local and regional for-profit and non-profit 

housing developers.   

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame:    Prepare development guide/marketing package in 2018  

12. Energy Conservation Library 

In efforts to educate the public about energy conservation, the City will provide energy 

conservation information that will to be integrated into the county library system and the 

City’s website, which will provide developers and individuals the latest available information 

about design techniques and variety of energy saving features that will educate the public of 

energy conservation.   

Objective:   Increase energy efficiency of new homes and to reduce housing operating 

costs. 

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:   General Fund, and other grant funds (if available) 

Time Frame: Annually 2017-2023 

13. Update and Amend the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance 

a) Sphere of Influence.  A high priority of the City is to promote economic development in 

and around its boundaries.  To accommodate the anticipated economic growth and the 

housing and public service/facility needs of the community, the City is currently proposing 

the expansion of its Sphere of Influence (SOI).   

As required by the Kern County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) and to 

comply with the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 

(CKH Act), the City has prepared a Municipal Service Review (MSR) for the SOI area, which 

has not yet been adopted by LAFCO.  The MSR evaluates the adequacy of existing and 

future public services provided by the City and other service districts.  It is envisioned the 

SOI will include retail commercial, residential, mixed-use, parks and schools, and industrial 

uses.  The proposed Arvin SOI expansion is anticipated to total as much as 4.75 square 

miles or 3,040 acres.   
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With the expansion of the SOI, the enactment of SB 244 requires LAFCO to make 

determinations regarding disadvantaged unincorporated communities -- a community 

with an annual median household income of less than 80 percent of the statewide annual 

median household income.  Disadvantaged unincorporated communities are defined as “a 

territory that constitutes all or a portion of a disadvantage community including 12 or 

more registered voters or some other standard as determined by the commission.”  SB 

244 requires LAFCO to include in the MSR a description of the location and characteristics 

of any disadvantaged unincorporated communities within or contiguous to the sphere of 

influence. 

The community of Edmundson Acres, which is located northeast of the Sunset Boulevard 

and Tejon Highway intersection in the unincorporated area north of the City of Arvin, 

includes approximately 65 residential units.  Although Edmundson Acres is not located in 

the proposed SOI, it is adjacent to SOI boundaries and it meets the standards of 

disadvantaged unincorporated communities.   

The MSR must also contain specific written determinations on infrastructure needs or 

deficiencies related to public facilities and services in any disadvantaged unincorporated 

communities within or contiguous to the sphere of influence.   

SB 244 also requires local governments on or before the next adoption of its housing 

element to review and update the land use element of its general plan, based on available 

data, all unincorporated island, fringe (inhabited territory that is within a City’s SOI), or 

legacy (geographically isolated community that is inhabited and has existed for at least 50 

years) communities inside or near its boundaries.  Arvin’s current SOI totals approximately 

five and one-half acres and is located in the northeastern portion of the City along Tejon 

Highway.  There are no unincorporated islands within the existing City boundaries.  There 

are also no fringe or legacy communities within or adjacent to its existing SOI.   

In addition, as part of the City's effort to expand economic develop, the City will examine 

the impact it may have on affordable housing.  If the study determines that displacement 

of affordable units may occur, then recommendations will be identified to ensure that 

there is no net loss to Arvin’s affordable housing stock.  

Objective:   1)  Adoption of the MSR by LAFCO and expansion of Arvin’s SOI to 

accommodate future economic and housing development. 

 2)  Assess potential impacts of expanding the SOI and economic 

development on Arvin’s affordable housing stock. 

 3)  Update General Plan and Zoning Map to reflect SOI expansion. 

Agency:   City of Arvin and LAFCO 

Financing:  General Fund (if available) 

Time Frame:  Expansion of the SOI is anticipated within five years of adoption of the 

Housing Element Amendment and updates of the General Plan and Zoning 

Maps to occur one year after the SOI expansion. 
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b) Density Bonus.  In July 2015, the City amended its Municipal Code (Ordinance No. 421) to 

establish a density bonus ordinance to comply with State law.  To further the City’s effort 

to encourage the development of affordable housing to extremely low-income 

households, the City will amend the density bonus ordinance to provide additional higher 

density incentives to developers who provide extremely low-income units, consistent with 

the mandates of law.   

With the recent addition of anti-displacement provisions under AB 2222, and modified 

parking standards for transit-accessible projects under AB 744, Arvin will update their 

density bonus ordinances to reflect these new State requirements.   

AB 2222 (effective January 2015), has made important changes to State density bonus law 

in an effort to help address potential displacement of existing tenants.  Specifically, AB 

2222 now prohibits an applicant from receiving a density bonus (and related incentives 

and waivers) unless the proposed housing development or condominium project would, at 

a minimum, maintain the number and proportion of affordable housing units within the 

proposed development, including affordable dwelling units that have been vacated or 

demolished in the five-year period preceding the application.  AB 2222 also increases the 

required affordability from 30 years or longer to 55 years or longer for all affordable rental 

units that qualified an applicant for a density bonus, and requires replacement rental units 

to be subject to a recorded affordability restriction for at least 55 years. If the units that 

qualified an applicant for a density bonus are affordable ownership units, they must be 

subject to an equity sharing model rather than a resale restriction.   

AB 744, signed into law in October 2015, further amends density bonus law to provide 

additional by-right reductions in parking for density bonus projects.  Specifically, for 

density bonus projects which include the maximum percentage of low income or very low 

income units (20% and 11%, respectively) and located within one-half mile of a major 

transit stop with unobstructed access, upon the request of the developer, the jurisdiction 

shall not impose a vehicular parking ratio, inclusive of handicapped and guest parking, that 

exceeds 0.5 spaces per bedroom.  Senior rental housing (as defined in Sections 51.2 and 

51.3 of the Civil Code) and housing for special needs populations (as defined in Section 

51312 of the Health and Safety Code) also qualify for by-right parking reductions when 

either paratransit service is provided, or unobstructed access to a fixed bus route service 

that operates at least eight times per day is available within one-half mile.  Since there are 

no major transit stops within Arvin or in its vicinity, this amendment to the density bonus 

ordinance may not apply to Arvin at this time; however, AB 744 should be included in the 

City’s density bonus ordinance.   

Objective:  Amend the current density bonus ordinance. 

Agency: City of Arvin  

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 



 

 

Arvin Housing Element ♦ Housing Plan  

124 

 

c) Transitional and Supportive Housing.  The adoption of Ordinance No. 421 in July 2015, also 

amended Chapter 17 of the Arvin Municipal Code to include provisions for both 

transitional and supportive housing as required by State law.  Transitional housing is a type 

of housing for those transitioning from homelessness to permanent housing, and supportive 

housing is a type of housing for those with medical conditions that prevent them from living 

independently, and therefore, a certain level of support services is provided.   

While Ordinance No. 421 permits both transitional and supportive housing in all residential 

zones, in order to comply with State law, the City will amend the zoning ordinance to explicitly 

state that both types of housing be treated as residential uses and subject to the same 

permitting and standards as similar residential uses of the same type in the same zone.   

Objective:  Amend the zoning ordinance to comply with State law on transitional and 

supportive housing. 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

d) Family.  Currently, the Arvin Municipal Code Section 17.02.260 defines “Family” to mean 

an individual, or two or more persons related by blood or marriage or legal adoption, or a 

group of six or fewer unrelated person, living in a dwelling.  In order to comply with State 

law, the City will amend the definition of “Family” to remove any reference to numerical 

limits on unrelated persons and occupancy standards based on familial status.   

Objective:  Amend the Municipal Code to redefine “Family”. 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

e) Minimum Units Per Acre and Units Per Site.  In 2012, the City adopted Resolution No. 

2012-34 which included amendments to increase the maximum density permitted in the 

High Residential Density land use designation from 16 units/acre to 24 units/acre, and 

permit owner-occupied and rental multiple-family residential uses that meet the 

development standards of the underlying zone (R-3 and R-4) by-right without a CUP or any 

other local discretionary action.  In order to comply with Government Code Section 

65583.2(h) and (i), the Zoning Ordinance will be amended to require: 

▪ A minimum density of 16 residential units per acre in the R-3 zone and 21 units per 

acre in the R-4 zone.     

▪ Adequate sites in the R-3 zone to be of suitable size to accommodate a minimum of 16 

units per site; and  
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▪ Elimination of  any vague and ambiguous requirements, and clearly define the specific 

role and decision making authority of the City's Community Development Department 

Director, Planning Commission and City Council. 

Objective:  Amend the development standards in the R-3 and R-4 zoning ordinances. 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

f) Remove Minimum Unit Size.  The City will amend the development standard in the R-2-

7.5. zone to remove the minimum unit size requirement of 1,200 square feet.  By removing 

the minimum unit size require for this multi-family zone, housing costs per unit will be 

reduced, and thus, not constrain the development of affordable housing in the City.   

Objective:  Amend the development standard of R-2-7.5 zoning ordinance 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

g) Rezone Land to Accommodate the Shortfall of Affordable Housing from the 2008-2013 

Housing Element.   

In the fourth-cycle 2008-2013 Arvin Housing Element, the objective of Housing Program 7 

(Update and Amend the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance) was to create opportunities 

for at least 269 lower income households.  In 2013, the Arvin City Council adopted Ordinance 

411, which introduced a Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay Zone (MUO) and changed 

the zoning designation of certain properties.  As part of this Ordinance, the zoning on a 

10.7-acre vacant parcel (APN 189-351-37) located at the southwest corner of Sycamore 

Road and Meyer Street was amended from R-3 to R-4.  Assuming the minimum default 

density of 20 units per acre on this R-4 site, there would be a potential for 214 housing 

units.  However, since the objective of Housing Program 7 under the fourth-cycle 2008-

2013 Arvin Housing Element was to create 269 lower-income units, there remained a 

shortfall of 55 units.  Therefore, the City proposes to rezone a 6.8-acre parcel (APN 190-

030-48) at the southwest corner of Tejon Highway and the easterly extension of Varsity 

Road from R-3 to R-4.  The property owner has agreed to this zone change.  Together with 

proposed Housing Program 13(e) Minimum Units Per Acre and Units Per Site, which 

establishes a minimum density of 21 units per acre in the R-4 zone, an additional 142 

multi-family units could be accommodated on this parcel – exceeding the required 55 

units.   

Objective:  Amend zoning for APN 190-030-48 from R-3 to R-4.    
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Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

h) General Plan Consistency.  State law (GC Section 65302(g)) requires the safety and 

conservation elements of the general plan to include analysis and policies regarding fire 

and flood hazards management.  In addition, GC Section 56430 requires the land use 

element to address disadvantaged communities (unincorporated island or fringe 

communities within spheres of influence areas or isolated long established "legacy" 

communities) based on available data.  As part of these requirement the City will amend 

these General Plan elements to comply with State law.  Furthermore, to ensure all 

Elements of the General Plan be internally consistent, the City will annually review the 

Housing Element for consistency with the General Plan as part of the General Plan 

Progress Report.   

Objective:  1)  Amend the Safety and Conservation Elements of the General Plan to 

include policies regarding fire and flood hazard management, and the 

Land Use Element to address disadvantaged communities.   

2)  Prepare the General Plan Progress Report 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  1)  Concurrent with the adoption of the 2013-2023 Housing Element 

Amendment in 2017/18. 

2)  Annually 2017-2023 

14. Adequate Infrastructure for Affordable Housing 

As previously discussed in the Chapter III Housing Constraints of this Housing Element, 

according to the recently adopted Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) prepared by the 

Arvin Community Service District (ACSD), Arvin's water demand in 2025 can be adequately 

accommodated by the projected water supply from its existing water sources and, at this time, 

none of the ACSD’s wells are in danger of going dry.  Furthermore, once the Municipal 

Service Review is approved by LAFCO (Program 13a) and the forthcoming water study 

is completed, the City will analyze and address the infrastructure needs or deficiencies 

identified in these studies to ensure the City can accommodate the long-term growth 

and future increase in population, housing and employment.   

Chapter 727, Statutes of 2005 (SB1087) requires local governments to provide a copy of the 

adopted housing element to water and sewer providers.  It also requires that water and sewer 

providers must grant priority for service allocations to proposed development that include 

housing units affordable to lower-income households.  Since the City of Arvin is the sewer 
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service provider, this Housing Element includes a policy that grants priority to proposed 

housing development projects that include housing affordable to lower-income households.  

Also, the City is prohibited from denying or conditioning the approval or reducing the amount 

of service for a development application that includes housing affordable to lower-income 

households, unless specific written findings are made.   

Objective:  Amend the Housing Element to include a policy to provide water and 

sewer service priority to affordable housing projects 

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund 

Time Frame:  Concurrent with the adoption of the Housing Element Amendment   

15. Local Plan and Standard Review 

The City supports the use of innovative building techniques, and the use of cost-reducing 

ownership patterns within the City as a means of facilitating the production of affordable 

housing.  The City will continue to review its General Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and development 

standards to determine if modifications are needed to accommodate such housing forms.   

In addition, the City will review the Municipal Code to determine if its current development 

application process time hinders the feasibility of developing affordable housing.  Should the 

City find that processing times are a constraint to affordable housing development; the City 

shall revise discretionary processing and approval procedures, as needed.  The City shall also 

investigate discretionary processes that may be appropriately handled through administrative 

processing. 

Objectives:   Facilitate the production of affordable for-sale and rental housing   

Agency:   City of Arvin CDD 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame:  Annually 2017-2023  

16. Facilitating Large Parcels 

The City will facilitate land divisions, lot-line adjustments, and specific plans resulting in parcel 

sizes that encourage affordable multiple-family housing development projects.  The City will 

work with property owners and non-profit developers to target and mark the availability of 

sites with the best potential for development.  In addition, the City will offer the following 

incentives for the development of affordable housing, including but not limited to: 

▪ Streamlining and expediting the approval process for land division for projects that 

include affordable housing units, with priority given to those projects with units 

available to extremely low-income households, farmworkers, and large households (3 

and 4-bedroom units); 
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▪ Deferral or waiver of fees related to the subdivision for projects affordable to lower-

income households, with priority given to those projects with units available to 

extremely low-income households, farmworkers, and large households (3 and 4-

bedroom units), subject to availability of funds as determined by the City; 

▪ Provide technical assistance to acquire funding; and  

▪ Modification of development requirements. 

The City is in need of apartment units for all income levels, including household that demand 

market-rate units.  There is currently a shortage of apartment units that are not income-

restricted in Arvin.  The need for market-rate apartments units in Arvin is important in order to 

retain younger working-aged residents in Arvin.  This need for apartment units in Arvin was 

pointed out at the Housing Element community meeting and meetings with City staff.   

As part of this program, the City will also facilitate the future development of the vacant 15-

acre site located adjacent to the Sycamore Family Apartments on Sycamore Road for higher 

density residential development.   

Objectives: Facilitate development of along Sycamore Road between Meyer Street 

and Stockton Avenue.     

Agency:   City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing:  Low Income Tax Credit, Public/Private Partnerships (if tax credit financing 

is available) 

Time Frame: 2018/2019 and on-going for the development of market-rate apartments 

and mixed-use development 

17. Promote Variety of Housing 

Since the adoption of the 2008-2013 Housing Element, the City has adopted ordinances to 

promote the development housing for all residents.  In 2013, the City adopted Ordinance No. 

41i, which introduced the Pedestrian-Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay in two key opportunity 

areas of the City (Jewett Square and Sycamore/Meyer areas).  The ordinance helps to promote 

higher density housing and sustainable neighborhoods.  In 2015, the City adopted Ordinance 

No. 421 to implement the action plan contained in the 2008-2013 Housing Element.  It 

included permitting specific housing types in various zones, as required by State law.  The 

special housing types included transitional and supportive housing, emergency shelters, 

residential care facilities, single-room occupancy units (SRO), employee housing, and second 

dwelling units.  It also established a density bonus ordinance and a reasonable accommodation 

ordinance.   

Additionally, the City shall maintain an ongoing conversation with the community and with for-

profit and non-profit housing developers on the need for affordable housing, and provide a 

development guide/marketing package that includes the City's development and approval 

process, relevant ordinances, development fees, incentives, and an inventory of available land 

for a variety of housing types.  This information will be available to housing developers via the 
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City website.  To be proactive, the City will also mail the development guide/marketing 

material to local and regional housing developers on an annual basis.  Furthermore, the 

marketing package will include an opportunity for developers to provide feedback on how the 

City could better facilitate housing development in the City.    

Objectives: Provide the development guide/marketing package on the City's website 

and mail the marketing package to local and regional for-profit and non-

profit housing developers   

Agency:   City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame: Information on the City website in 2017, and marketing package mailed 

annually   

18. Adequate Sites Monitoring Program 

To ensure that the net future housing capacity can accommodate the City’s RHNA figures, the 

City will continue to maintain an inventory of adequate housing sites for each income 

category, especially those properties identified in Appendices B and C of this Housing Element.  

This inventory will detail the amount, type, size, and location of vacant land, recyclable 

properties and parcels that are candidates for consolidation to assist developers identify land 

suitable for residential development.  The City will annually update the inventory and the 

number of net units constructed in each income category for that year.  If the inventory 

indicates a shortage of adequate sites to accommodate the remaining share of the City's 

regional housing need, the City will identify alternative sites so that there is “no net loss” of 

residential capacity pursuant to Government Code Section 65863.   

To facilitate the annual evaluation, the City will continue to implement a formal ongoing 

project-by-project procedure pursuant to Government Code Section 65863 which will evaluate 

the identified capacity in the sites inventory relative to projects or other actions potentially 

reducing density and identity additional sites as necessary.  This procedure and annual 

evaluation will address land zoned for non-residential or mixed use to determine whether 

these sites are being developed for uses other than residential.  If the City finds non-residential 

uses occurring on mixed use or non-residentially zoned sites, the City will identify and establish 

additional sites and/or incentives within six (6) months following the annual evaluation to 

promote residential development, particularly on sites zoned higher density. 

Further, as part of the annual evaluation, the City will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness 

of programs and incentives to encourage lot consolidation and residential development on 

non-vacant sites sufficient to accommodate the City's housing needs.  The evaluation will 

consider criteria such as interest in development, project proposals and approvals, lot 

consolidations, proposed and approved densities, impacts on development costs and the 

development of housing affordable to lower income households.  If these programs are not 

effective in encouraging and facilitating the redevelopment of identified sites to provide 
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sufficient opportunities to accommodate the City’s housing needs, alternative strategies and 

sites will be identified and established within six months following the annual evaluation. 

Objectives: 1) Maintain an up-to-date inventory of adequate housing sites for each 

income category on the City's website 

2) Perform an annual evaluation to determine whether sites are being 

utilized for residential development and monitor the effectiveness of 

programs and incentives 

Agency: City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame: Annually evaluation during the 2017-2023 period with additional sites 

and/or incentives within six months of the evaluation, if needed.  The 

annual evaluation will be conducted in February/March of each year, prior 

to the submittal of the annual Housing Element Progress Report to HCD at 

the end of March.   

19. Reasonable Accommodation 

Under the federal Fair Housing Act, the City is required to make reasonable accommodations 

in rules, policies, practices, and services when such accommodations may be necessary to 

afford a person with a disability the equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling.  Such 

accommodations may include the relaxation of parking standards and structural modifications 

such as wheelchair ramps.  In 2015, the City adopted the Reasonable Accommodation 

Ordinance to comply with State law. 

The City will provide information to the public on the Reasonable Accommodation Ordinance 

in both English and Spanish.  Literature on reasonable accommodation will be available on at 

City Hall and at the Community Development Department counter.     

Objectives: Provide information on the reasonable accommodation ordinance on the 

City's website and at City Hall and at the Building and Planning counter.   

Agency: City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing:  General Fund  

Time Frame: On-going  

20. Farmworker Housing 

The City recognizes the need for housing suitable for farmworkers in Arvin.  To help ensure 

adequate farmworker housing is available, the City adopted Ordinance No. 241, which permits 

Employee Housing as a permitted use in the single- and multi-family residential zones.  

Employee housing is housing reserved for persons employed in various industries – though 

agriculture is the industry most often used in this category in Kern County.  Ordinance No. 241 

allows up to six unrelated individuals to legally live in the same residential units.   
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The City will also annually assess the need and, as deemed necessary, identify opportunities to 

partner with profit and nonprofit housing developers to provide additional farmworker units.  

The City will also develop partnerships with outside organizations conducting similar 

assessments of farmworker housing needs.  In addition, the City will outreach to other 

agricultural stakeholders, identify suitable and available sites for housing farmworkers within 

the City, provide administrative assistance to housing developers pursuing funding resources 

and entitlements, and provide priority processing for farmworker housing projects. 

Objective: Develop information packages on developing farmworker housing and 

procedures to priority processing farmworker housing projects 

Agency: City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing: General Fund and CDBG (if available) 

Time Frame: Starting in 2018 with an assessment of farmworker housing needs, if CDBG 

funds are available 

21.  Outreach for Persons with Developmental Disabilities 

The City will work with the Kern Regional Center to develop and implement an outreach 

program that informs families within the City of housing, job training, and health services 

available for persons with developmental disabilities.  The program may include the 

development of a brochure that identifies the various services available within the City and 

County.  The information will be available on the City’s website in both English and Spanish.  

Objective: Develop an outreach program providing information on housing options 

for persons with developmental disabilities through a variety of traditional 

and electronic media, as well as through face-to-face interaction. 

Agency: City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) 

Financing: General Fund and CDBG (if available) 

Time Frame: 2017/18 

22. Equal Housing Opportunity Program  

The City will continue to work with the Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance (GBLA) in 

providing assistance to the general public relating to housing discrimination.  GBLA is a non-

profit organization under contract with the City to provide fair housing services.  All fair 

housing complaints received by the City will be referred to GBLA.  GBLA will document the 

incidences of housing discrimination and the provide a variety of services to help resolve 

landlord-tenant disputes.  Other services provided by GBLS include legal counsel, mediation, 

educational workshops, case management, and referrals for housing and community 

resources.  In addition, the City and GBLA will identify consultation strategies with fair housing 

and counseling organizations in the City.  
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Since the City has elected to seek federal funds (CDBG and HOME) through the State, the City 

will actively participate in the development of the State’s Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) to 

affirmatively further fair housing in Arvin.  The AFH is a new tool and document that assesses 

the factors that cause barriers to fair housing choice.  It will assess four issues:  1) disparity in 

terms of access to community assets; 2) segregation; 3) racially or ethnically concentration 

areas of poverty; and 4) disproportionate housing needs.  The AFH will also provide goals that 

the city will undertake to correct these issues.   

The City's participation in the development of the AFH will be to coordinate with the State in 

conducting a community meeting within the City and providing input during the consultation 

process of the Draft AFH.  It is anticipated that the State AFH will be completed by October 

2019. 

Furthermore, the City will support the recommendations of the 2014 San Joaquin Valley Fair 

Housing and Equity Assessment (FHEA) that was prepared by the California Coalition for Rural 

Housing.  The FHEA analyzes patterns in racial and economic segregation, discusses how 

segregation impacts individuals’ and families’ ability to access housing opportunity, and 

proposes strategies and recommendations to create more equitable and integrated 

communities.  Some of the recommendations include:  

▪ Use the data and findings in the FHEA document to guide local Consolidated Planning 

Processes, ongoing CDBG and HOME funding allocations, Housing Elements Processes, 

and other city planning documents. 

▪ Actively seek funding for marginalized or distressed communities, such as Transit 

Oriented Development Funds, Strategic Growth Council grants, HCD's Housing-Related 

Parks Program, Safe Routes to School, and Brownfield funding. 

▪ Develop and implement a proactive code enforcement program that holds property 

owners accountable and proactively plans for resident relocation when necessary.  

▪ Consider new technologies and/or products such as modular housing construction to 

reduce costs and increase access to housing. 

▪ Prioritize basic infrastructure improvements like water, sewer, and street lights. 

▪ Support acquisition and rehabilitation programs to combat vacant or blighted 

properties. 

▪ Use the FHEA data and the opportunity indices to help guide site selection of 

affordable housing developments. 

▪ Use design tools to seamlessly integrate affordable housing development into larger 

mixed-income developments. 

▪ Develop a program to educate and encourage landlords to accept Housing Choice 

Vouchers. 

The City will also provide information on fair housing services through printed material to be 

available at City Hall and on the City’s website.  The City will arrange for fair housing 

information to be translated as appropriate. 
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Objectives:   1) Continue to refer fair housing inquires to GBLA and provide fair housing 

information at City Hall, on the City's website, and at other public 

buildings.   

 2) Host a community meeting in the in the City during the development of 

the State AFH. 

 3) Support the recommendations of the San Joaquin Valley Fair Housing 

and Equity Assessment. 

Agency:   City of Arvin (City Manager and CDD) and GBLA 

Financing:   General Fund (if available) 

Time Frame:   Annually 2017-2023 

23.  Housing No Net Loss Program 

To ensure that the housing opportunity sites identified in the 2013-2023 Housing Element are 

available throughout the planning period to meet the City’s RHNA, the City will annually 

implement the following:  

▪ Update the Housing Element adequate sites inventory to determine the amount, type 

and size of vacant and underutilized parcels suitable for residential development.   

▪ Develop a formal ongoing (project-by-project, parcel-by-parcel) evaluation procedure 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65863. 

▪ Report on the number of extremely low, very low, low, moderate and above 

moderate-income housing units constructed annually. 

▪ Should an approval of development result in a reduction of capacity below the 

residential capacity needed to accommodate the remaining need for lower-income 

households, the City will identify and zone sufficient sites to accommodate the 

shortfall.  

Objective: Develop an evaluation procedure to implement Government Code Section 

65863.   

Agency: City of Arvin CDD 

Financing: General Fund  

Time Frame: Annually 2017-2023 

 

D. Summary of Quantified Objectives 

According to Government Code Section 65583 (b), local governments housing elements are 

required to establish quantified objectives for the maximum number of housing units that can 

be constructed, rehabilitated, and conserved over a five-year time frame.  The objective for 
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units to be conserved should include a subtotal for the number of at-risk units developed 

pursuant to Government Code Section 65583 (a)(8)(A). 

The City has sufficient vacant and recyclable land to accommodate the affordable and 

moderate and above-income housing allocated by the KernCOG RHNA for the City of Arvin.   

Table 56 presents the Housing Element’s quantified housing objectives for the 2017-2023 

planning period: 

 

Table 56 

QUANTIFIED OBJECTIVES 2016-2023 

 

Extremely 

Low 

Income 

Very Low 

Income 

Low 

Income 

Moderate 

Income 

Above 

Moderate 

Income Total 

KernCOG RHNA Units 198a 199 239 183 349 1,168 

Constructed 2013-2016 0 0 144 98 0 242 

New Construction 198 199 86 185 349 926 

Rehabilitationb 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Units At Risk 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Source: KernCOG RHNA, 2013-2023 Assessment 

a  Extremely Low Income was determined by 50 percent of Very Low Income Category  

b  If CDBG funds become available to implement housing rehabilitation programs, the objectives for new construction and 

rehabilitation may change. 
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Vacant Residential Opportunity Parcels Over 6,000 SF

APN General Plan Zone 
Lot Size 

(Acres)
Income Level

 Potential 

New Units 
Flood Zone

Oil/Gas 

Wells (f)

189-351-15 (a) LDR R-1 158.2 Moderate 791             X

189-351-54 LDR R-1 3.40 Moderate 17               X
189-351-55 LDR R-1 3.43 Moderate 17               X
189-351-56 LDR R-1 5.58 Moderate 28               X
189-351-57 LDR R-1 15.48 Moderate 77               X
189-351-71 LDR R-1 50.61 Moderate 253             A
189-351-73 LDR R-1 53.86 Moderate 269             A
189-351-74 LDR R-1 1.35 Moderate 7                 A
189-351-81 LDR R-1 13.74 Moderate 69               A
189-514-04 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 X
189-514-05 LDR R-1 1.15 Moderate 6                 X
189-613-19 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 X
189-613-20 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-613-21 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 X
189-613-22 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 X
189-613-23 LDR R-1 0.23 Moderate 1                 X
189-613-24 LDR R-1 0.23 Moderate 1                 X
189-614-01 LDR R-1 1.54 Moderate 8                 X
189-641-20 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-21 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-22 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-23 LDR R-1 0.21 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-24 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-25 LDR R-1 0.28 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-26 LDR R-1 0.27 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-27 LDR R-1 0.28 Moderate 1                 X
189-641-28 LDR R-1 0.35 Moderate 2                 X
189-641-29 LDR R-1 0.23 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-01 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-02 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-03 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-04 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-05 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-06 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-07 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-08 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-09 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-10 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-11 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-12 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-13 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-642-26 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-01 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-02 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-03 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-04 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-05 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-06 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-07 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-08 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-671-09 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-01 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-02 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-03 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-04 LDR R-1 0.19 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-05 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 X

Environmental 

Constraints
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Lot Size 
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Income Level

 Potential 

New Units 
Flood Zone

Oil/Gas 

Wells (f)

Environmental 
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189-672-06 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-17 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-18 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-19 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-672-20 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-02 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-03 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-04 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-05 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-07 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-09 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-10 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-11 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-12 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-13 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-14 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-15 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-16 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-17 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-18 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-19 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-20 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-21 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-22 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-673-23 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-01 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-02 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-03 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-04 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-05 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-06 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-07 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-08 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-09 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-10 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-11 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-12 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-13 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-14 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-15 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-16 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-17 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-18 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-19 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-21 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-22 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-23 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-24 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-25 LDR R-1 0.21 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-26 LDR R-1 0.27 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-27 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-28 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 X
189-680-29 LDR R-1 2.57 Moderate 13               X
189-680-30 LDR R-1 2.58 Moderate 13               X
189-691-01 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-02 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
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189-691-03 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-04 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-05 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-06 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-07 LDR R-1 0.19 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-08 LDR R-1 0.19 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-09 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-10 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-11 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-12 LDR R-1 0.34 Moderate 2                 A
189-691-13 LDR R-1 0.21 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-14 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-15 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-16 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-17 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-18 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-25 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-26 LDR R-1 0.24 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-27 LDR R-1 0.24 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-28 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-35 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-36 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-43 LDR R-1 0.30 Moderate 2                 A
189-691-44 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-49 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-50 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-51 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-52 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-53 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-54 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-55 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-691-56 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-01 LDR R-1 0.30 Moderate 2                 A
189-692-02 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-03 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-04 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-05 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-06 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-07 LDR R-1 0.23 Moderate 1                 A
189-692-08 LDR R-1 0.33 Moderate 2                 A
189-693-01 LDR R-1 0.19 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-02 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-03 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-04 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-05 LDR R-1 0.29 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-06 LDR R-1 0.25 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-07 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-08 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-09 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-10 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 A
189-693-21 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 A
190-020-38 LDR R-1 2.84 Moderate 14               AO
190-030-03 LDR R-1 1.08 Moderate 5                 AO
190-030-06 LDR R-1 0.70 Moderate 4                 AO
190-030-46 HDR R-1 6.59 Moderate 33               AO
190-030-22 LDR R-1 0.50 Moderate 3                 AO
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190-330-27 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-01 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-02 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-03 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-04 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-05 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-06 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-07 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-08 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-09 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-10 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-11 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-12 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-13 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-14 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-15 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-16 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-17 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-18 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-19 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-20 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-21 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-22 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-23 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-341-24 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-342-01 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-01 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-02 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-03 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-04 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-05 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-06 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-07 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-08 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-09 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-343-10 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-01 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-02 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-03 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-04 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-05 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-06 LDR R-1 0.18 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-07 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-08 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-09 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
190-344-10 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
191-020-02 LDR R-1 1.72 Moderate 9                 AO
191-020-03 LDR R-1 1.74 Moderate 9                 AO
191-020-04 LDR R-1 0.69 Moderate 3                 AO
191-020-07 LDR R-1 0.24 Moderate 1                 AO
191-020-09 LDR R-1 1.12 Moderate 6                 AO
191-020-24 LDR R-1 0.37 Moderate 2                 AO
191-030-21 LDR R-1 0.14 Moderate 1                 AO
191-060-07 LDR R-1 1.81 Moderate 9                 AO
191-060-16 LDR R-1 0.55 Moderate 3                 AO
191-091-28 LDR R-1 0.23 Above Moderate 4                 AO
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191-092-03 LDR R-1 0.20 Above Moderate 3                 AO
191-093-25 LDR R-1 0.21 Above Moderate 4                 AO
191-182-12 LDR R-1 0.23 Moderate 1                 AO
192-032-06 LDR R-1 0.15 Moderate 1                 AO
192-041-04 LDR R-1 0.20 Moderate 1                 AO
192-042-15 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 AO
192-052-24 LDR R-1 0.22 Moderate 1                 AO
192-052-25 LDR R-1 0.21 Moderate 1                 AO
192-070-03 LDR R-1 3.25 Moderate 16               AO
192-081-15 LDR R-1 0.19 Moderate 1                 AO
192-121-05 LDR R-S 1.10 Above Moderate 6                 AO
192-121-06 LDR R-S 1.23 Above Moderate 6                 AO
192-121-46 LDR R-S 0.18 Above Moderate 1                 AO
192-130-20 LDR R-1 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO

192-130-42 LDR R-1 0.17 Moderate 1                 AO

192-170-01 LDR R-S 0.47 Above Moderate 2                 AO
192-180-10 LDR R-S 0.21 Above Moderate 1                 AO
192-180-13 LDR R-S 0.27 Above Moderate 1                 AO
192-180-23 LDR R-S 0.58 Above Moderate 3                 AO
192-180-31 LDR R-S 0.34 Above Moderate 2                 AO
192-180-47 LDR R-S 0.25 Above Moderate 1                 AO
192-180-51 LDR R-S 0.41 Above Moderate 2                 AO
192-190-24 LDR R-S 1.56 Moderate 8                 AO

192-190-32 LDR R-S 1.05 Moderate 5                 AO

Total: LDR 380.9 1,912          

190-030-47 (b) MDR R-2 6.65 Moderate 67               AO
191-152-06 MDR R-2 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO
191-153-08 MDR R-2 0.16 Moderate 1                 AO

191-162-01 MDR R-2 0.32 Moderate 3                 AO

Total: MDR 7.29 71

190-030-09 HDR R-3 0.23 Very Low to Low 4                 AO
191-070-08 HDR R-4 0.20 Very Low to Low 4                 AO

192-170-06 (e) HDR R-4 15.05 Very Low to Low 331             AO Oil Well

Total:HDR 15.48 339             

190-260-01 (d) Pub Fac. C-O MUO 0.70 Very Low to Low 8                 AO

190-260-02 (d) Pub Fac. C-O MUO 2.29 Very Low to Low 25               AO Oil Well

190-260-06 (d) Pub Fac. C-O MUO 3.30 Very Low to Low 36               AO Oil Well

190-260-08 (d) Pub Fac. C-O MUO 1.43 Very Low to Low 16               AO Oil Well

Total: Pub. Fac. 7.72 85               

TOTAL VERY LOW TO LOW 23.20      424             

TOTAL MODERATE AND ABOVE MODERATE 388.19   1,983          

TOTAL 411.4 2,407          



Appendix B

Vacant Residential Opportunity Parcels Over 6,000 SF

APN General Plan Zone 
Lot Size 

(Acres)
Income Level

 Potential 

New Units 
Flood Zone

Oil/Gas 

Wells (f)

Environmental 

Constraints

(a) Ordinance No. 416 (adopted September 2014) amended the Zoning Map to be consistent with the General Plan Land Use Map.

(b) Proposed zone change for APN 190-030-47 from R-1 to R-2  and zone change for APN 190-030-48 from R-3 to R-4 .  Zone 

change on APN 190-030-48 is to accommodate the shortfall of 55 low-income units from the fourth-cycle Housing Element, and 

therefore, is not included in this Housing Element adequate sites inventory.  Zone change to occur concurrently with the adoption 

of the Housing Element Amendment.

(c) One-half of the parcel is designated for park use and the other half for residential use.  The zoning for the residential portion is 

R-3 with a Mixed-Use Overlay, therefore, the 50% of the R-3 portion of the parcel is assumed for residential use at a residential 

density of 18 units per acre.

(f) Active, Capped, and Abandoned Oil and Gas Wells:  All active, capped, and abondoned wells are subject to regulations and 

oversight by the California Department of Conservation, Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources.  In addition, the City of Arvin is 

updating its Oil and Gas Ordinance to ensure public protection and oversight of existing and future oil and/or gas exploration.  

   AO  represents areas of flood hazard areas with a 1% or greater chance of shallow flooding each year averaging 1-3 feet in 

depth.

   X  represents areas of moderate flood hazard, usually the area between the limits of the 100-year and 500-year floods. 

Environmental Constraints:  

(d) Ordinance No.  411 (adopted December 2013) amended the Municipal Code and Zoning Map to establish a Pedestrian-

Oriented Mixed-Use Overlay Zone (MUO) which permits a mix of residential, commercial, school and public facility uses as part of 

a pedestrian-oriented community.  The maximum residential density of the MUO zone is the same as the underlying residential 

zoning.  If the underlying zone is commercial (C-2 and C-O), the residential density is assumed at 22 units per acre.  Potential new 

units are based on the assumption that 50% of the parcel will be for residential use. 

(e) Eastern portion of APN 192-170-06 is zoned A-1 Light Agricultural (approx. 2.89 acres) and the western portion is zoned R-4 

(approx. 15.05 acres)

   A  represents areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding and a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. 

Because detailed analyses are not performed for such areas; no depths or base flood elevations are shown within these zones.

FEMA Flood Zones: 



Appendix C

APN Existing Uses
General 

Plan
Zone

Lot Size 

(Acres)
Required Action

Realistic 

Density 

(Units/Acre)

Existing 

Units

Potential 

Units
Net Increase

Income 

Level

Flood Zones 

(a)

Hazardous 

Site

Area 1

A 191-040-35 SFR HDR R-2 0.19

B 191-040-36 SFR HDR R-2 0.19

C 191-040-37 SFR HDR R-2 0.19

D 191-310-01 SFR HDR R-2 0.18

E 191-310-02 SFR HDR R-2 0.18

F 191-040-33
Ind. - Vehicle 

Storage
HDR R-3 1.13 Recycle to Higher Density 18 0 20 20 Lower AO No (b)

G 191-040-42 SFR HDR R-3 1.54 Recycle to Higher Density 18 1 27 26 Lower AO No

Total 3.60 6 56 50 Lower AO

A 192-190-16 SFR HDR R-3 2.50
Lot Consolidation & Recycle 

to Higher Density
18 1 45 44 Lower AO No

Total 2.50 18 1 45 44 Lower AO

TOTAL 6.10 18 7 101 94

No

Environmental Constraints

(a)  FEMA AO zone:  One percent or greater chance of shallow flooding each year, usually in the form of sheet flows, with an average depth ranging from one to three feet.

(b)The vehicle storage property was not identified in either the GeoTracker and the EnviroStor databases as a hazardous site nor was it identified as having leaking underground storage tanks.  The property will go 

through the City’s environmental clearance process, which will require CEQA documentation and a Phase I environmental site assessment.  If it is determined that the site cannot be developed for residential use and 

must be removed from the adequate site inventory, and should this result in a reduction of affordable housing below the RHNA requirements, the City will implement the proposed Housing Program 23, Housing No Net 

Loss Program and identify and zone sufficient sites to accommodate the shortfall.  

Area 2

Moderate AO

Potential Properties for Consolidation and Recycling

10 5 9 4
Lot Consolidation & Recycle 

to Higher Density
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SECTION VIII. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT 

A.  Examination of Present – Economic Structure 

The community of Arvin is one of 11 incorporated cities in Kern County. Governmental 

authority in the community is vested in the City of Arvin, which maintains a formal 

government structure.  The City of Arvin is characterized by a City Council, City 

Manager form of government. Local government services include police protection, 

refuse services, and building/permit services.  The city maintains an administrative staff, 

with the exception of the engineering services, which are contracted out to Boyle 

Engineering Corporation. Fire protection is provided by the County of Kern, while the 

Bear Mountain Recreation District operates the recreational services within the 

community. The Arvin Community Services District provides domestic water services 

to the majority of the community. Arvin Sanitation District provides sewer services in 

the community. 

The local economy is highly related to agriculture. The primary farming products 

generated in the area include table grapes, row crops, row food crops, tree crops, and 

cotton. Employment is seasonal with high fluctuations during the harvesting seasons of 

the year. The community of Arvin possesses a very high Hispanic work force which is 

supplemented by additional migrant workers in the harvest season. The labor pool in 

the area is characterized as semi-skilled due to the lack of diverse employment 

opportunities and the presence of limited industries in the area. 

Subsequently, job opportunities in the Arvin Planning Area are scarce. The City staff is 

embarking on economic development promotion strategies to attract new industries to 

the Arvin area. With limited industry or employment expansion at the present time, the 

City of Arvin maintains a weakening tax base. 

The City is embarking on efforts to enhance economic development. In addition, the 

City is also developing strategies to stabilize the local economy. Presently, the City is 

pursuing possibilities with downtown enhancement and community beautification 

programs. Discussions have also included the possibility of formation of a 

redevelopment agency to assist new businesses to locate within the existing business 

core and to help rehabilitate deteriorating residential neighborhoods. The City of Arvin 

is also contemplating strategies on marketing tourism and increasing commercial 

activity in order to discourage the leakage of commercial goods and services sales to 

the Bakersfield area. 

B. Overview of Economic Resources 

The Arvin community possesses several resources that are unique to the area, which 

can assist in promoting economic development into the local area. Some of these 

resources are well identified and are readily visible within the community, as well as to 

outside observers in general. However, some of these resources and opportunities 
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should be highlighted and included in the economic development process by the City. 

This section will highlight some of the local resources and encourage opportunities 

unique to the Arvin area. 

1. There is a very strong labor pool and work base that is available and trainable. 

2. The City possesses land which is owned by the City of Arvin that may be 

available for long-term lease possibilities at reasonable rates. 

3. The City can explore means of providing lower sewer rates to potential 

incoming industries as an incentive to locate within the community. 

4. The City can utilize Kern County Community Development Block Grant Funds, 

which can be used to provide the development of off-street improvements for 

new industrial or commercial projects. 

5. The City can apply for Federal EDA (Economic Development Administration) 

Grant Funds to enhance the viability of employment generating industries in the 

area. 

6. Programs are available with the Kern County Housing Authority which can 

provide financing for upper and moderate income housing projects in the area. 

Much of these financing sources through the Housing Authority utilize tax 

exempt bonds which have been very successful within the County and 

throughout the State of California. 

7. The local Chamber of Commerce is a very supportive entity on the local level 

which can complement the City’s efforts in supplying information and 

strengthening community support for a proposed industrial prospect. The City 

maintains an in-house planning and development staff which can readily process 

applications and proposals for possible approval by the City Council. Having a 

local permit processing staff allows the City to expedite relocations and siting of 

potential industries.  

8. The County of Kern has recently approved the formation of the Kern County 

Economic Development Corporation. The objective of the Kern EDC is to 

promote economic development and to attract employment resources into Kern 

County. The City of Arvin has paid into this Kern County oriented economic 

development agency. 

9. The Arvin Local Development Corporation (LDC) is a very viable resource in 

funding prospective commercial or industrial projects. As one of the only two 

certified LDC’s in Kern County, this quasi-public entity can facilitate 

development possibilities throughout Kern County and may be especially 

helpful within the Arvin area. 

10. The Kern County Bonding Authority, which is administered by the Kern County 

Board of Supervisors, is another source to assist economic development. This 
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entity can provide bond financing for industrial related projects within Kern 

County. Financing can be utilized for the acquisition of land, development of 

infrastructure building construction or the purchase of machinery. 

11. The City can also entertain other economic related strategies such as the 

formation of a redevelopment agency. This strategy, which can be very helpful 

in the rehabilitation of existing residential and commercial areas within the City, 

is presently being discussed at the community level as a possible solution to 

promote stability and vitality in the community. 

12. Another valuable resource is the existence of the Employers’ Training Resource 

Agency in Kern County. This agency utilizes federal and state funding programs 

to provide job training, employment opportunities and tax incentives to existing 

and relocated industrial bases. This resource has been very effective in 

enhancing the relocation of several major industries into Kern County and has 

significantly reduced employee training costs in the initial stages of operations. 

13. The City is presently processing two land annexations which will be able to 

provide significant amounts of land for possible industrial, residential and 

commercial growth. The location of these annexations allows for adequate 

servicing of water and sewer facilities to accommodate potential industry. 

C. Economic Development Issues 

1. The City of Arvin has historically maintained a fluctuating economic base. It is 

important to expand employment opportunities within the Arvin Planning Area 

to stabilize the local economy and to provide year-round jobs. 

2. A wide region of potential industries and employment intensive options are 

contemplating relocating from other parts of the Country into California and 

possible Kern County. It will be necessary for the City of Arvin and the County 

Planning and Development Department staff to encourage the locations of 

possible industries into the Arvin Planning Area which are not detrimental to the 

community. 

3. The existing businesses and economic base in the Arvin area are well 

established and are important to the community identity. New industries to be 

situated in the area should focus on either expanding existing businesses in the 

Arvin area or complementing those employment bases. 

4. Economic development efforts by the City should focus on solutions that 

encourage job retention and long-term employment. Many industries that could 

be considered should complement existing employment base in the area. 

Possible industrial choices could include food processing and packaging, as well 

as agriculture by-product industries. 

5. Another concern is the loss of commercial retail and business service, as well as 

dollars, out of the City of Arvin. There appears to be considerable dollar leakage 
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into the Bakersfield businesses due to the lack of comparable items and services 

in the Arvin area at the present time. 

6. In order to accommodate possible industrial growth and commercial expansion, 

adequate infrastructure must be provided. Necessary water, sewer and drainage 

facilities must be planned in accordance with the development of new industrial 

and commercial sites. 

7. The siting of industrial plants in the Arvin community to provide employment 

opportunities for the residents may require the City to assist in providing some 

financial support to the project. 

8. As the federal and state budgets for economic development support to local 

communities are shrinking, it will be important for the local government staff to 

seek appropriate funding sources to entice new industries. 

9. The community of Arvin possesses several viable business and industries that 

are locally based. In addition the community has an excellent work force. 

Innovative programs are needed to train new employees of relocating businesses 

and to provide existing businesses with reasonable office/work space to keep 

fledgling enterprises in business. 

D. Economic Development Goals and Objectives 

1.0 Improve the economic climate of the Arvin community and establish the 

programs to increase employment and to promote the retention of commercial 

and industrial activity. 

1.1 Provide various employment opportunities for all residents of the diverse 

socio-economic segments within the Arvin planning area. 

1.2 Promote the expansion of existing industrial and commercial businesses 

within the Arvin planning area. 

2.0 Promote the efficient use of natural resources within the Arvin planning area 

while encouraging economic development. 

2.1 Highlight the positive qualities of Arvin’s physical environment and 

culture to attract tourism possibilities. 

2.2 Identify and assist with the development of possible markets for the 

area’s resources and products. 

2.3 Provide urban expansion within the Sphere of Influence to preserve the 

area’s natural resources. 

3.0 Improve public sector and private utility services and enhance the efficiency of 

local government to assist in increasing and promoting economic development. 
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3.1 Expand City services to planning and existing commercial industrial 

areas within the Arvin planning area, which will result in the creation 

and expansion of job opportunities. 

4.0  Promote a positive community direction for Arvin and provide the leadership and 

coordination needed to achieve economic prosperity. 

4.1 Evaluate existing conditions within the community, such as housing, water 

and sewer capabilities, public education, etc., as important factors in 

improving the development base. 

4.2 Enhance City coordination and planning to facilitate economic development. 

Economic Development Policies 

1.1.1 Encourage job opportunities for skilled, semi-skilled and low-skilled persons in 

the local labor force. 

1.1.1 Promote public and private employment training programs for the unemployed 

and semi-skilled persons in the work force. 

1.1.2 Develop incentive programs to attract desired industries and develop appropriate 

public service enterprises to facilitate economic development activity. 

1.1.3 Actively recruit industries which are labor intensive and provide employment 

for the local labor force, including the low and semi-skilled workers. 

2.1.1 Support and encourage tourism development programs. 

2.1.2 Actively pursue the beautification of Arvin as a stimulus for attracting and 

retaining industry and employment. 

2.1.3 Develop programs which will more effectively build on the Wildflower Festival 

and which will increase tourism in Arvin. 

2.1.4 Support merchant marketing programs and maximize potential economic 

activity for the city. 

2.2.1 Identify resources and products with the best potential to complement the 

community of Arvin. 

2.2.2 Encourage industries that promote and complement the agricultural resources of 

the area. 

2.2.3 Establish community programs and develop recreational facilities in order to 

increase tourism opportunities. 

2.2.4 Develop a data base of local resources that could be used to increase the 

effectiveness and implementation of economic development in Arvin. 
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2.3.1 Ensure that the proposed annexations will be relative to the need for urban 

expansion. 

2.3.2 Establish a realistic Sphere of Influence and implement an annexation program 

to ensure an orderly and systematic growth of the Arvin urban area. 

4.1.1 Promote private sector development to provide a full range of consumer items 

and consumer services for the residents of Arvin and the surrounding area. 

1.1.1 Provide from local agencies estimations for future requirements regarding 

public facilities, housing health care and educational needs. 

1.1.2 Identify and define information to assist in the potential utilization of available 

federal, state, county and local grand and loan programs for industrial 

development, infrastructure, and housing. 

1.0.1 Identify governmental activities which constrain or enhance economic resources 

and develop respective strategies for improving economic viability. 

1.0.2 Promote improvement of local economic development strategies, including 

support of local economic development organizations such as the Arvin Local 

Development Corporation. 

1.0.3 Establish programs for City participation as an incentive for attracting and 

developing economic enterprises. 

1.0.4 Conduct feasibility studies for regional economic generators such as airports and 

public golf courses. These studies should include not only potential funding 

sources, but development constraints as well. 

1.0.5 Involve the Chamber of Commerce and the Local Development Corporation in 

developing a “lead team” concept to act on follow up development inquiries. 

1.0.6 Establish a fast-track permitting process as defined by State Law to expedite 

industrial sites. 

1.0.7 Establish an ordinance creating a central district improvement agency for the 

City which would have defined roles and responsibilities. 

E. Economic Implementation Measures/Action Programs 

This section identifies several implementation procedures, techniques, and action 

programs that should be used by the City of Arvin to effectively apply the Economic 

Element Policies in a logical timeframe and sequence. The recommended timeframe 

identified with each program is categorized as: 

A. 1 to 5 years; 

B. 1 to 10 years; 

C. 1 to 20 years; 
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D. Continuously. 

1. The City of Arvin should initiate the preparation of a master landscaping plan for 

designated public rights of-way and properties in the City. Areas designated 

under this plan should be identified by the Public Works Director and the Planning 

Department. This plan should: 

a. Identify appropriate vegetative species; 

b. Specify a planting strategy and priorital process; 

c. Identify various funding sources. 

Furthermore, an aggressive fund acquisition program should be pursued by the 

City of Arvin (A). 

2. The City of Arvin should support the Kern County Community Development 

Department’s SBA 503 program (D). 

3. The City of Arvin shall work with the Arvin Chamber of Commerce to develop 

a city-wide marketing program (A). 

4. The City of Arvin shall encourage industry to use the programs provided by the 

Employers’ Training Resource and the Mexican-American Opportunity 

Foundation Training Programs (D). 

5. The City of Arvin shall actively promote development of the city’s undeveloped 

industrial park area located on the southeast portion of the community, as well as 

the other industrial designated areas within the community. Promotion of industrial 

development can be achieved by offering incentives for long term lease agreements 

with private businesses or developers, or by reducing initial services/infrastructure 

to potential industries (B). 

6. City staff should identify county, state, and federal resources to support and 

implement community programs (D). 

7. The City of Arvin should explore the possibility of securing funds to support an 

aggressive Economic Development Program and maintain appropriate 

professional personnel (A). 

8. The City of Arvin shall continue to promote the implementation and 

development of the Arvin Municipal Golf Course being proposed on the 

extreme southeast portion of the community (A). 
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City of Arvin General Plan 
 IP-1 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

The City of Arvin General Plan 2012 establishes the foundation and policy framework for guiding 

Arvin’s future development.  The General Plan establishes official goals and policies related to 

community development, resources, health and safety.  This Implementation Plan identifies 

specific actions the City will take to implement the General Plan’s policies.  Its purpose is to 

serve as a reference for City staff and decision makers as they strive to put these policies into 

effect in the form of ordinances, programs and practices.  The Implementation Plan will be 

updated as often as necessary to ensure that it reflects the City’s policy priorities and available 

resources.  In addition, the Implementation Plan will be updated whenever the General Plan is 

amended in order to ensure that it remains consistent. 

The following actions will put the General Plan goals and policies into effect.  Many of these 

actions help to implement policy priorities identified in more than one element; for example, 

Action 3, which concerns placing new residential development within walking distance of retail 

commerce and neighborhood services, addresses land use policies concerning compact 

development, community health policies concerning physical activity, and air quality policies 

concerning non-polluting transportation.  Therefore, because of these overlapping relationships, 

actions are not grouped according to the various individual General Plan elements, but by a set 

of nine focus areas that address specific topics, some of which are common threads that run 

through multiple elements. 

The responsible agency and/or City department for each action is identified, as well as the 

recommended time frame and funding source.  Time frames for each action are primarily either 

“short-term” (one to five years from plan adoption) or “long-term” (after five years, but within 

the General Plan’s 15 to 20-year time horizon).  Activities that are anticipated to be sustained 

over the entire planning period are shown as “ongoing.” 
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Table IP-1 

City of Arvin General Plan 
IP-2 

ARVIN GENERAL PLAN: IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS 

Action Responsible Agency Time Frame 

Focus Area 1 | Livable Neighborhoods and Orderly Development 

Action 1.1: Revise the Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with the General 
Plan. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 1.2: Update the Zoning Ordinance to reflect the principles of sustainable communities 
planning, increase energy efficiency, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Incorporate 
design guidelines for residential, commercial and industrial development that employ sound 
architectural principles, facilitate active living, and enhance neighborhood livability.  Include 
standards for pedestrian and bicycle accommodation and accessibility. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 1.3: Prepare Specific Plans to guide the development of compact, mixed-use 
communities on the Jewett Square and Meyer/Sycamore opportunity sites, with pedestrian 
linkages to retail commerce on Bear Mountain Boulevard and community services along 
Campus Drive. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 1.4: Create a façade rehabilitation program for commercial and industrial development. Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 1.5: Adopt design guidelines for commercial and industrial development. Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 1.6: Develop incentive programs for clean and light industry uses in appropriate 
locations. 

Arvin Planning and Building Long-term 

Action 1.7: Continue to designate industrial uses near major streets and incorporate transit 
policies from the circulation element for industrial land designations. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 1.8: Maintain the City’s inventory of all vacant parcels and abandoned properties within 
City boundaries. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 1.9: Initiate a request to the Kern County Local Agency Formation Commission to 
amend the City’s Sphere of Influence to include strategic growth areas outside the City’s 
existing corporate boundaries. 

City Manager; Arvin Planning 
and Building 

Long-term 
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Table IP-1 

City of Arvin General Plan 
IP-3 

ARVIN GENERAL PLAN: IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS 

Action Responsible Agency Time Frame 

Focus Area 2 | Clean and Active Transportation 

Action 2.1: Update the subdivision ordinance to include standards for pedestrian and bicycle 
accommodation and accessibility in the design and planning of major new development 
projects. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 2.2: Prepare and adopt a Bicycle Master Plan. City Manager, Arvin Planning 
and Building, Arvin Public 

Works 

Short-term 

Action 2.3: Prepare and adopt a citywide Safe Routes to School Plan. City Manager, Arvin Planning 
and Building, Arvin Public 

Works; Arvin Union School 
District 

Short-term 

Action 2.4: Initiate discussions with major employers regarding the creation or expansion of 
ridesharing programs within Arvin and to major destination points, such as Bakersfield and the 
Grapevine/Tejon Ranch area. 

Arvin Planning and Building, 
Arvin Transit 

Ongoing 

Action 2.5: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to require the installation of secure bicycle parking 
facilities at major destination points within Arvin. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 2.6: Establish pedestrian access standards by thoroughly reviewing pedestrian 
amenities for commercial projects and activity centers during the project review and approval 
process.  Revise development standards and design guidelines to emphasize the provision of 
safe pedestrian access. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 
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Table IP-1 

City of Arvin General Plan 
IP-4 

Focus Area 3 | Green Buildings and Vehicles 

Action 3.1: Adopt a green building ordinance that establishes guidelines, standards and 
incentives for energy efficiency, water efficiency and reduced pollutant emissions in new 
buildings.   

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 3.2: Initiate and/or support planning, financing, construction and implementation 
programs for energy-efficient projects. 

City Manager; Arvin Planning 
and Building 

Ongoing 

Action 3.3: Adopt an ordinance requiring the installation of water-efficient fixtures in all new 
residential, commercial, and industrial developments. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 3.4: Adopt an ordinance requiring all future residential development to install water 
meters to prevent unnecessary and costly water usage. 

Arvin Planning and Building, 
Arvin Public Works 

Short-term 

Action 3.5: Replace all conventional-engine vehicles in the City fleet with low-emission 
vehicles (LEVs), gradually phasing out conventional vehicles as their useful lives expire. 

City Manager, Arvin Public 
Works, Arvin Police Dept. 

Ongoing 

Action 3.6: Establish mechanisms in the City’s procurement processes that give preference to 
vendors and contractors using low-emission vehicles and equipment. 

City Manager, Arvin Public 
Works 

Short-term 

   

Focus Area 4 | Resource Management: Land 

Action4.1: Create a Specific Plan for the open space on the periphery of the incorporated area 
that limits physical development to strictly agricultural and recreational use. 

Arvin Planning and Building Long-term 

Action 4.2: Provide local farmers with information on the benefits of entering into the 
Williamson Act Program and how to begin the process. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 4.3: Prepare a memorandum that investigates the possibility of valuable agricultural 
lands in the area becoming involved in various Conservation Resource Management Programs 
approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture – Soil Conservation Service. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 4.4: Prepare a memorandum that investigates the possibility of employing open space 
easements to conserve agricultural lands and potential wildlife habitats within the City. With 
this method of agricultural land conservation, the City may acquire the easement at virtually 
no initial cost, and the landowner donating the easement retains all other rights of ownership 
and may receive a charitable tax deduction and a reduction in property taxes. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 
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Table IP-1 

City of Arvin General Plan 
IP-5 

Action 4.5: Create an inventory of all existing agricultural lands within City boundaries. Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 4.6: Compile information regarding government-approved best management practices 
concerning soil quality and maintenance, and disseminate via the City’s website and various 
other media, as appropriate. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 4.7: Update and revise zoning ordinance to ensure that agricultural zones are confined 
to agriculture-related uses and other compatible uses such as oil and gas production. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 4.8: Foster personal and professional relationships between responsible agencies, the 
City and local farmers through annual forums and town hall meetings. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

   

Focus Area 5 | Resource Management: Water 

Action 5.1: Continue coordination and cooperation with the Arvin Community Services District 
and the Arvin-Edison Water Storage District to assure the wise management of groundwater 
resources. 

Arvin Public Works Ongoing 

Action 5.2: Prepare or support the preparation of water quality and water management 
studies to ensure the continued provision of good quality water to residents of the community 
provision. 

Arvin Public Works Ongoing, as needed 

Action 5.3: Periodically inspect septic tanks located within City jurisdiction to insure that strict 
health standards are being met and public safety is maintained. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 5.4: Allow development in areas identified as being within the 100-year flood zones as 
long as specific conditions specified by the City Engineer are met. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 5.5: Pass an ordinance requiring, as a condition of approval, that all proposed 
developments demonstrate the availability of City water and sewer lines to the development 
parcel. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 5.6: Enforce the ordinance requiring that all new development be constructed at least 
18 inches above adjacent existing grades prior to development. 

Arvin Planning and Building Ongoing 

Action 5.7: Construct and require, as a condition of approval, the drainage improvements 
outlined in the Arvin Master Drainage Plan. 

Arvin Planning and Building, 
Arvin Public Works 

Long-term; ongoing 
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Focus Area 6 | Resource Management: Other 

Action 6.1: Implement a relocation program for any rare and/or endangered animal species 
found within the City boundaries. The City shall seek the advice of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the California Department of Fish and Game, and the Facility for Animal Care and 
Treatment (FACT) at California State University, Bakersfield. 

City Manager Ongoing, as needed 

Action 6.2: Actively participate in the preparation of the next round of updates to the various 
air quality plans of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, providing input on how 
to design air quality programs that take the needs of Arvin's residents and businesses into 
account. 

Arvin Planning and Building Short-term 

Action 6.3: Support county, state and federal legislation and programs to reduce and control 
air pollution. 

City Manager Ongoing 

Action 6.4: Initiate commercial and industrial waste stream monitoring programs to efficiently 
reuse paper, glass and aluminum products. 

City Manager Short-term 

Action 6.5: Utilize the Green Arvin Plan as a policy guide for future sustainable energy resource 
legislation. 

City Manager; Arvin Planning 
and Building 

Ongoing 
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Focus Area 7 | Safe, Healthy and Well-Maintained Places to Play 

Action 7.1: Prepare a memorandum evaluating the feasibility of implementing user fees, facility 
fees, and registration and industrial development fees in order to ensure the continued financial 
viability of recreational resources. 

City Manager, Bear 
Mountain Recreation and 
Park District, Kern County 
Department of Parks and 

Recreation 

Short-term 

Action 7.2: Work with the Bear Mountain Recreation and Park District to explore financial 
assistance and programs from federal, state, local, and private sources that can assist in providing 
more recreational amenities for the community. 

City Manager, Bear 
Mountain Recreation and 
Park District, Kern County 
Department of Parks and 

Recreation 

Ongoing 

Action 7.3: Pursue funding for recreational development through capital improvement programs 
and state grants. 

City Manager, Arvin 
Planning and Building 

Ongoing 

Action 7.4: Create a monitoring and maintenance program for public facilities and parks, to be 
revised annually. 

City Manager, Arvin 
Public Works, Bear 

Mountain Recreation and 
Park District 

Ongoing 

Action 7.5: Prepare a list of physical upgrades to recreational facilities that will help the facilities 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

City Manager Short-term 

Action 7.6: Develop a City signage program to aid in visibility of public facilities such as parks, city 
hall, and other public buildings. 

Arvin Planning and 
Building, Arvin Public 

Works 

Short-term 

Action 7.7: Provide marketing material such as brochures and signage for historical and cultural 
sites. 

City Manager Ongoing 

Action 7.8: Adopt a “Safe and Healthy Parks” ordinance that reduces children’s exposure to 
secondhand smoke, strengthens prohibitions against alcohol and drug use, protects park users 
from violence, and ensures that neighborhood parks are safe for families to use. 

City Manager, Bear 
Mountain Recreation and 

Park District 

Short-term 
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Action 7.9: Initiate a joint use agreement among all relevant agencies for opening up public school 
playgrounds to community use outside of school hours. 

City Manager, Bear 
Mountain Recreation and 
Park District, Arvin Union 

School District 

Short-term 

Action 7.10: Adopt an ordinance establishing smoke-free zones on public property in the 
immediate vicinity of places where children are likely to congregate, possibly including but not 
limited to schools, parks and daycare facilities. 

City Manager Short-term 

   

Focus Area 8 | Healthy, Affordable Food for All 

Action 8.1: Create a “Healthy Food Retailer” certification program offering assistance and 
incentives for existing retailers to offer affordable, fresh, wholesome food and to emphasize such 
food in their advertising and interior displays. 

City Manager Short-term 

Action 8.2: Adopt an ordinance discouraging the proliferation of “fast food” establishments and 
removing barriers to the operation of produce markets and other sources of healthy food. 

Arvin Planning and 
Building 

Long-term 

Action 8.3: Work with local farms, food retailers and nonprofit organizations to establish a 
regularly occurring farmers’ market in a prominent and accessible location within the City. 

City Manager Short-term 

Action 8.4: Create zoning that explicitly allows and encourages small-scale community gardens 
near or within existing neighborhoods. 

Arvin Planning and 
Building 

Short-term 

Action 8.5: Compile a list of existing resources residents can use to gain greater access to healthy 
food — such as cooking classes, gardening classes and financial support — and disseminate it 
through a variety of channels, including the City website, schools and community organizations. 

City Manager Short-term 
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Focus Area 9 | Accessible Medical, Wellness and Social Services 

Action 9.1: Work with Kern Regional Transit to provide more convenient and direct transit service 
between Arvin and medical facilities in Lamont and Bakersfield. 

City Manager, Arvin 
Transit 

Short-term 

Action 9.2: Prepare a memorandum assessing the local need for medical and wellness services, 
identifying any deficiencies and proposing a strategic approach for improving access. 

City Manager Short-term 

Action 9.3: Work with the Arvin Union School District to develop, as part of the Jewett Square area, 
a one-stop facility that connects residents with a variety of social services and also supports school 
district use for instructional activities. 

City Manager, School 
District 

Short-term 

Action 9.4: Compile and disseminate — via community organizations, the City website, and various 
other media — a comprehensive listing of resources residents can use to connect with various 
health, wellness and social services, including but not limited to free or low-cost medical care, 
mental health counseling, child care, senior services, food assistance, housing assistance, career 
counseling, and other services that contribute to the well-being of individuals and families. 

City Manager Short-term 

 
















































